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13  October    2025  

1.  

Kaziranga director receives award for sustainability model 

                                                    

2. 
 Seychelles Opposition leader Herminie wins presidential run-off 

                                      -ऑफ      

3.  
 Diane Keaton, Oscar winner and star of films Annie Hall and 

Godfather series, dead at 79 

          , ऑ          औ   फ           औ     फ             

   , 79                   

4. 
 World‘s oldest leader could extend his rule as Cameroon votes 

                                                                   

            

 

Kaziranga director receives 
award for sustainability model 

                               

                     

 Sonali Ghosh, the director of 
Kaziranga National Park and Tiger 
Reserve, has become the first Indian to 
receive an international award for 
innovation in national parks and 
protected area sustainability. 

           ,                         औ  

                        ,               

औ                                    

                                     

       बन गई     

 She received the Kenton R. Miller 
Award, constituted by the World 
Commission on Protected Areas 
(WCPA), along with Ecuador‘s Roque 
Simón Sevilla Larrea at a function in Abu 
Dhabi on October 10. 

 उ   न  10                   म   य     

    म र   म            ऑ          

       (WCPA)   र               . 

                                        

                   य   

 The WCPA is one of six technical 
commissions of the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), a 
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global network dedicated to the conservation of nature and the sustainable use of 
natural resources. 

 WCPA,                  फ            ऑफ      (IUCN)    छ                  म        

  ,                औ                                        म                         

 A statement from the IUCN said Dr. Ghosh was recognised for championing a ―model of 
conservation rooted in community engagement, awareness-building, and the seamless 
integration of traditional ecological knowledge with modern scientific expertise‖. 

 IUCN       बय न म      गय       .        ―                  ,               , औ  

                                                                   ‖  र     र  

                       रन         म        गई  

 The model has been impactful in the landscape of Manas and Kaziranga in Assam, it 
added. 

 इ  म                   औ                    म                     , य  भ       गय   

 

 

 

Seychelles Opposition leader 
Herminie wins presidential run-off 

                                      -

ऑफ      

 The Seychelles Opposition leader 
Patrick Herminie won the presidential run-off 
on Sunday, after a race dominated by 
environmental and economic concerns. 

                न                  न            

र       रन-ऑफ       य ,               ब      

          और                   भ         

 The Indian Ocean archipelago has the 
highest wealth per capita in Africa — $18,000 
— but is vulnerable to climate change and 
plagued by drug addiction. 

 भ र  य म    गर    इ      म   म        म  

 ब                         — $18,000 — 

    न य                                     

और                                
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Diane Keaton, Oscar winner and star of films Annie Hall and Godfather series, 
dead at 79 

          , ऑ          औ   फ           औ     फ                , 79     

              

 Known for her Oscar-winning performance in 1977‘s Annie Hall and her role in The 
Godfather films, has died at age 79. 

 1977            म  उन   ऑ                और      फ     फ   म  उन     र  र        

  न    न      ,    79        उ  म   न न    गय   

 Details were not immediately available and Keaton‘s loved ones have asked for privacy, a 
family spokesperson told People, which said the actress died on Saturday in California. 

   न  र    र   उ    न       और    न            न              म  ग      ,                न  

        ब  य ,    म      गय       भन                             म   न न     

 Keaton was a frequent collaborator of director Woody Allen, portraying the titular 
character in Annie Hall, the charming girlfriend of Allen‘s comic Alvy Singer. 

    न  न                       र        र  ,         म               भनय   य ,       न 

      म                                

 The film also garnered Oscars for best picture, best director and best original 
screenplay, cementing Keaton‘s place as one of the industry‘s top actresses and an offbeat 
style icon as well. 

  फ  न            ,               और                         भ  ऑ       ,          न 

     न उ  ग                    और                           म          

 The actress made her mark co-starring in eight Allen movies, from Play It Again, Sam 
(1972) to Manhattan (1979) and Manhattan Murder Mystery (1993). 

   भन    न    न      न बन ई  ठ       फ    म    -  भनय  र     ,           ,     (1972)    

   र        (1979) और                   (1993)     

 In The Godfather films, she played Kay Adams, the girlfriend and eventual wife of Al 
Pacino‘s Michael Corleone. 

      फ     फ    म , उ   न              र  र  नभ य ,                                  

ग      और               

 Apart from the Allen cannon, fans adored her portrayal as Steve Martin‘s wife in 1991 
comedy Father of the Bride, as the nervous and doting couple plan an extravagant wedding 
for their daughter. 

    न     फ            , फ   न  उन     भनय        य                          म  1991    

            ऑ         म ,      य  न    और   र  रन              न  ब         न  र         

य  न  बन        

 Late in her career, Keaton starred in two movies about aging women: Book Club (2018), 
with its message that love has no age, and Poms (2019), the story of a terminally ill woman 
who moves to a retirement community to die, but winds up forming a cheerleading squad. 
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   न    रयर        म ,    न न      फ    म    भनय   य                    ब र  म :        (2018), 

   म                                     , और     (2019),         ब म र           म     

      न                       म  म                  ,     न     म                    बन    

    

 A BAFTA and Golden Globe winner, Keaton scored Oscar nominations three other times 
for best actress, for Reds, Marvin‘s Room and Something‘s Gotta Give. 

    BAFTA और                ,    न                               न ब र ऑ   

         म  ,      ,              और                         

‗Iconoclastic‘ 

 ‗          ‘ 

 The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, home of the Oscars, said in a tribute 
to Keaton: ―Some actors play emotions. Diane Keaton lived inside them.‖ 

        ऑ                             ,    ऑ       र   , न     न            म     : 

―  छ   भन                नभ          यन    न उन      र र       ‖ 

 In 2017, she was honoured with a Life Achievement Award by the American Film Institute, 
which in January 2018. 

 2017 म , उ            फ            र     फ                      न    य  गय ,    

 न र  2018 म      

 It was a rare encounter with controversy for the beloved actress. 

 य    य   भन                               भ   मन      

 Keaton said she had no ―Me Too‖ complaints despite half a century in the film industry. 

    न न         उन        फ  उ  ग म             ब        ई ―     ‖         न         

 ―Never. Maybe I just wasn‘t harassment material,‖ she said in a 2019 interview. 

 ― भ  न       य  म  ब                    न      ,‖ उ   न  2019          र म       

 Keaton‘s infectious, sunny smile lit up the screen across the decades, and she made popular 
a quirky and liberating fashion sense first seen in Annie Hall that featured oversize hats 
and the lighthearted use of menswear items. 

    न        म ,                 न             न    र  न   य , और उ   न            

औ      फ             य बन य          ब र         म       गय ,    म     म             

      और                      -फ    उ य ग  

Stand on ageing 

               

 As for aging, Keaton said in the 2019 interview that life actually got easier. 

                   ब     ,    न न  2019          र म            न      म          गय   

 ―I think so, because what have you got to lose? It‘s like it‘s the truth. That‘s what it is. You 
face it, we talk about it,‖ she said. 

 ―म     ग     ,                                 ? य          य         य          इ    

  मन   र     ,  म इ    ब र  म  ब    र     ,‖ उ   न       

 Born Diane Hall in Los Angeles on January 5, 1946, Keaton was romantically involved with 
Allen, Pacino and Warren Beatty, but never married. 

                म                 म  5      , 1946,    न    र म        ब       ,       और 

              र  ,     न  भ          न     ई   

 ―Most people in the movies get married at some point and then they divorce. But I have never 
even got married. I am (a) failure,‖ she joked. 

 ― फ    म            ग      न       मय       र         और  फर                      न म न   भ  

     भ  न        म  (  )   फ      ,‖ उ   न  म    म       

 Did she regret it? ―I don‘t think about it a lot but I‘m aware of the fact that I‘m unusual in that 
regard, and maybe I did miss out on something — but then, nobody can have everything, 
right?‖ 

    उ   इ     छ       ? ―म  इ    ब र  म       न         ,     न म    इ  ब                  इ  
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म म   म  म           , और   य  म न    छ      य  —     न  फर,   ई भ   ब   छ न           ,    

न ?‖ 

 She is survived by her two children, Dexter and Duke. 

 उन      ब  ,       और    , उन   उ र     र      

 Goldie Hawn, who was also in The First Wives Club, said Keaton ―left us with a trail of fairy 
dust, filled with particles of light and memories beyond imagination.‖ 

 ग      न,      फ            म  भ     , न            न न  ― म                 ग     छ   ,    

             और                      भर   ई    ‖ 

 As the Hollywood sexual harassment scandals detonated in late 2017, cascading from 
producer Harvey Weinstein to heavyweight actors such as Kevin Spacey, old accusations 
of child sex abuse against Allen by his adoptive daughter Dylan resurfaced. 

                                2017        म  फ     ,  नम                        र ब   

  भन                        , उन                   र        र   र न                   र   

 फर    surfaced     

 ―Woody Allen is my friend and I continue to believe him,‖ Keaton tweeted of a handful of films 
Keaton directed. 

 ―           न म र         और म  उ          रन    र  र      ,‖    न न    छ  फ       ब र  म      

  य        न न   न              

 Actress Bette Midler, who starred alongside Keaton in the 1996 comedy The First Wives 
Club, wrote on Instagram that Keaton ―was hilarious, a complete original, and completely 
without guile, or any of the competitiveness one would have expected from such a star. What 
you saw was who she was...oh, la, lala!‖ 

   भन             ,    1996      म      फ            म     न          भनय  र        , न  

         र            न ―        ,   र   र     , और   र   र               , य       भ  

               म                      र                       न                         ... 

  ,   ,     !‖ 

 Called Keaton ―unconventional, iconoclastic and left-of-centre.‖ 

    न        गय  ―      ,            औ     -    ‖ 

 ―I feel so lucky to have spent any time with this marvellous woman, and I‘m heartbroken that 
she is gone,‖ said actress Andie MacDowell, who starred in Unstrung Hero (1995), one. 

 ―म    ब   भ       म                म न  इ                        छ  मय  ब  य , और म      गय  

             गई ,‖   भन                  न     ,                (1995) म    भनय  र          

Of a handful of films Keaton directed 

      फ                           

 Actress Bette Midler, who starred alongside Keaton in the 1996 comedy The First Wives 
Club, wrote on Instagram that Keaton ―was hilarious, a complete original, and completely 
without guile, or any of the competitiveness one would have expected from such a star. What 
you saw was who she was...oh, la, lala!‖ 

   भन             ,    1996      म      फ            म     न          भनय  र        , न  

         र            न ―ब          ,   र   र     , और   र   र               , य       भ  

उ                 म                      र                       न                       

  ...   ,   ,     !‖ 

 In January 2018, it was a rare encounter with controversy for the beloved actress. 

  न र  2018 म , य    य   भन                               भ   मन      

 Keaton said she had no ―Me Too‖ complaints despite half a century in the film industry. 

    न न         उन        फ  उ  ग म             ब        ई ―     ‖         न         

 ―Never. Maybe I just wasn‘t harassment material,‖ she said in a 2019 interview. 

 ― भ  न       य  म  ब                    न      ,‖ उ   न  2019          र म       

 Keaton‘s infectious, sunny smile lit up the screen across the decades, and she made popular 
a quirky and liberating fashion sense first seen in Annie Hall that featured oversize hats 
and the lighthearted use of menswear items. 

    न        म ,                 न             न    र  न   य , और उ   न            
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औ      फ             य बन य ,         ब र         म       गय ,    म     म     

              और                      -फ    उ य ग  

Stand on ageing 

               

 As for ageing, Keaton said in the 2019 interview that life actually got easier. 

                   ब     ,    न न  2019          र म            न      म          गय   

 ―I think so, because what have you got to lose? It‘s like it‘s the truth. That‘s what it is. You 
face it, we talk about it,‖ she said. 

 ―म     ग     ,                                 ? य          य         य          इ    

  मन   र     ,  म इ    ब र  म  ब    र     ,‖ उ   न       

 Born Diane Hall in Los Angeles on January 5, 1946, Keaton was romantically involved with 
Allen, Pacino and Warren Beatty, but never married. 

                म                 म  5      , 1946,    न    र म        ब       ,       और 

              र  ,     न  भ          न     ई   

 ―Most people in the movies get married at some point and then they divorce. But I have never 
even got married. I am (a) failure,‖ she joked. 

 ― फ    म            ग      न       मय       र         और  फर                      न म न   भ  

     भ  न        म  (  )   फ      ,‖ उ   न  म    म       

 Did she regret it? ―I don‘t think about it a lot but I‘m aware of the fact that I‘m unusual in that 
regard, and maybe I did miss out on something — but then, nobody can have everything, 
right?‖ 

    उ   इ     छ       ? ―म  इ    ब र  म       न         ,     न म    इ  ब                  इ  

म म   म  म           , और   य  म न    छ      य  —     न  फर,   ई भ   ब   छ न           ,    

न ?‖ 

 She is survived by her two children, Dexter and Duke. 

 उन      ब  ,       और    , उन   उ र     र      

 Goldie Hawn, who was also in The First Wives Club, said Keaton ―left us with a trail of fairy 
dust, filled with particles of light and memories beyond imagination.‖ 

 ग      न,      फ            म  भ     , न            न न  ― म                 ग     छ   ,    

             और                      भर   ई    ‖ 

Infectious 

        

 As the Hollywood sexual harassment scandals detonated in late 2017, cascading from 
producer Harvey Weinstein to heavyweight actors such as Kevin Spacey, old accusations 
of child sex abuse against Allen by his adoptive daughter Dylan resurfaced. 

                                2017        म  फ     ,  नम                        र ब   

  भन                        , उन                   र        र   र न                   र   

 फर    surfaced     

 ―Woody Allen is my friend and I continue to believe him,‖ Keaton tweeted. 

 ―           न म र         और म  उ                          ,‖    न न        य   
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World‘s oldest leader could 
extend his rule as Cameroon 
votes 

                              

                         

                        

 Cameroon voted in an election 
on Sunday that could see Africa‘s oldest 
leader extend his rule by another seven 
years. 

   म न म                       ,    म  

          ब     र न  न         न     न    

 ग              ब  न     म     म  

         

 Analysts have predicted a victory 
for President Paul Biya. 

          न                             

भ               

 Now 92, he would be 99 by the 
time his term finishes. 

  ब 92       , उन     य      म     न  

      99               ग   

 He first came to power in 1982 
following the resignation of Cameroon‘s 
first President, Ahmadou Ahidjo, and 
has ruled the country since then. 

 उ   न       ब र 1982 म        भ     ब 

  म न         र      ,              न  

इ  फ    य , और  ब         र    न  र 

र       

 Mr. Biya was declared the winner 
of seven subsequent elections. 

     बय                                  

        य  गय   

 Cameroon has seen just two 
leaders since independence in 1960. 

   म न न            ब                   

       ,    1960 म   ई  

 His health has routinely been a 
topic of speculation as he spends most of 
his time in Europe, leaving day-to-day 
governing to key party officials. 

 उन        म                 य र   

              न           मय       म  

 ब       , और    न     न म        

              छ            

 ―In the face of an increasingly 
difficult international environment, the 
challenges facing us are more and more 
pressing,‖ Mr. Biya said in announcing 
another run. 

 ―ब       न                          

  मन ,  म र    मन   न         न   य        
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और       ब          ,‖     बय  न    न    न    न             र      

     

 ―In such a situation, I cannot shirk my mission.‖ 

 ―         म , म    न          भ ग न         ‖ 

 Mr. Biya faces nine Opposition candidates, including some 
former allies and appointees. 

     बय       मन                          ,   नम    छ          और 

             म      

 They include Bello Bouba Maigari, who was Minister for 
Tourism, and Issa Tchiroma Bakary, who until recently served 
as the Minister of Employment. 

 उनम     म                     ,                 , और                 ,                       

      म    य र      

 Cheukam Ginette, a 34-year-old environmentalist and first-time voter, said she will not 
choose Mr. Biya. 

            , 34    य             और      ब र म   न  रन      , न                बय     न    

  न ग   

 ―Things have to change,‖ she said. 

 ―                ,‖ उ न       

 At a campaign rally last week in the northern city of Maroua, Mr. Biya promised change for 
one of Cameroon‘s poorest areas. 

   छ        उ र    र      म       न    र    म ,     बय  न    म न     ब   गर ब       म        

          य   

Poll results are expected at the latest by October 26. 

                 उ          न  न म 26                ग   

 

 

 

GS Paper 1: History, Society 
and Geography 

TOPICS COVERED       
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1. OBC youth forced to wash Brahmin man‘s feet, drink water over AI-edited 
image; 4 booked 

    -                                

2. Initial findings point to Iron Age origins at a new excavation site in 
T.N. 

                                                           

                 

3. Mahatma Gandhi‘s method remains profoundly relevant today‘ 
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4. Do cash transfers build women‘s agency? 

                                                ? 

 

OBC youth forced to wash Brahmin man‘s feet, drink water over AI-edited 
image; 4 booked 

    -                                                  औ                   

              ; 4              

 Four men have been booked in Madhya Pradesh‘s Damoh for allegedly forcing a young 
man to wash the feet of a Brahmin person and drink the water as a punishment over sharing 
an ―offensive‖ AI-edited image, officials said on Sunday. 

   र   ग    र                 म     य                     र   न  और   न    न         म ब र 

 रन      र    ग       म म         य  गय      य      उ      ―     न ‖    -            

      रन   र    गई,       रय   न            ब  य   

 According to the police, the incident took place on the evening of October 10 on the premises 
of a temple in Satariya village under Patera police station limits when Purushottam 
Kushwaha, who belongs to an Other Backward Class (OBC) community, was forced to 
wash the feet of Anuj Pandey ―to apologise to him for sharing an AI-edited picture of him 
showing him wearing a garland of shoes‖. 

           न   र, य    न  10            म                         ग    न                   
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              र र म   ई,  ब                ,                 (     )  म   य      ,    

                र   न         म ब र   य  गय  ―उन         -                   रन         

म फ  म  गन        म     म  उ            म      न      य  गय     ‖ 

 Damoh Superintendent of Police Shrut Kirti Somvanshi told The Hindu that Mr. Pandey 
and three of his relatives have been booked under Sections 296, 196(1)(b) and 3(5) of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), and a probe has been launched. 

                                    न             ब  य              और उन     न  र    र    र 

                  (      )         296, 196(1)(b) और 3(5)        म म         य  गय     

और                गई     

 A video of the alleged incident has also appeared on social media showing Mr. Kushwaha, 
surrounded by local residents instructing him to apologise while washing the man‘s feet. 

 इ         न               भ               र   मन   य    ,    म                  न य 

 न    य        र         य  गय        उ     म       र       मय म फ  म  गन            र       

 According to the first information report (FIR), Mr. Kushwaha and Mr. Pandey had an 
argument on October 6 after the latter opposed a decision by locals to prohibit the sale and 
consumption of liquor in the village. 

                  ( फ    )     न   र,            और             ब   6          ब    ई 

  ,  ब       न  ग    म           ब   और    न  र र    ग न       न य   ग      फ          र     य  

    

 After the argument, Mr. Kushwaha shared the ―objectionable picture‖ on social media due 
to which the locals gathered at the temple and forced him to apologise to Mr. Pandey and 
the Brahmin community, the complainant has alleged in the FIR. 

 ब      ब  ,            न               र ―            ‖        ,         र    म   

      म         और उ                               म फ  म  गन         म ब र   य , 

    य      न   फ     म   र    ग य      

 A penalty of ₹5,100 was also imposed on Mr. Kushwaha by the villagers. 

 ग           र              र ₹5,100            भ   ग य  गय   

 The Opposition Congress has slammed the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) over the 
incident, terming it a "disgrace to humanity". 

              न  इ    न   र                        (     )        न    , इ   ―       

           ‖  र र   य   

 ―Purushottam Kushwaha was threatened and forced to declare that he would worship 
Brahmins for the rest of his life. This incident is a disgrace to humanity. It is against the 
country‘s Constitution. The Constitution grants equal status to every citizen of the country. 
Such incidents happening with Dalits and backward classes are a blot on the entire country 
and society,‖ the Congress party said on X, while asking the BJP government to take strict 
action in the matter and set an example. 

 ―                    म  य  गय  और उ   य         रन         म ब र   य  गय        

   नभर                 र ग   य    न  म न                       य                        फ 

                    र न ग र      म न                      और                        न      र  

    और  म                ,‖             न     (X)  र    ,                       म म   म  

     र   ई  रन  और उ   र       रन     म  ग     

 ―The BJP government should take the strictest possible action against the criminals... This 
country will be governed by Baba Saheb‘s Constitution, not by the Manuvaad favored by 
RSS-BJP,‖ it added. 

 ―                                फ  ब        र   ई  रन       ... य                    

              ग ,       -                           न   ,‖ उ न        
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Initial findings point to Iron Age origins at a new excavation site in T.N. 

                                                                     

        

 The first season of excavations carried out by the Tamil Nadu State Department of 
Archaeology (TNSDA) at Thirumalapuram in Tenkasi district has brought to light the 
presence of Iron Age culture close to the Western Ghats in Tamil Nadu. 

                           (         )   र                             म      ग       

           न           म                                       उ         उ  गर   य  

    

 According to tentative estimates, the site could date back to the early to mid-third 
millennium BCE, similar to Adichanallur and Sivagalai. Official sources said the exact 
period would be confirmed through scientific analyses. 

  न म  न     न     न   र, य                                                      

https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS


                 Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticIAS 

                      YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS 

                                                        Contact: 9971932488 

  

P
ag

e1
3

 

       ,             और              म न           र        न  ब  य                 

                         म  म          ग   

Burial site 

         

 According to the recently released report, Archaeological Excavations in Tamil Nadu: A 
Preliminary Report, the burial site at Thirumalapuram covers nearly 35 acres and lies 
about 10 km northwest of the present-day village, between two seasonal streams that rise 
from the Western Ghats near the Kulasegarapereri tank. 

        म    र   र     ―                          :                  ‖     न   र, 

                       गभग 35     म  फ          और य     म न ग        गभग 10 

            -     म        ,                    ब                                      

          न         

 During the first season of excavations started last year, TNSDA archaeologists dug 37 
trenches and unearthed several artefacts, including a rectangular stone slab chamber 
with urn burials and urns, a first-of-its-kind discovery in Tamil Nadu. 

   छ               ग       उ नन         र न,                       न  37              और 

 ई                 ,   नम       फ  औ                                  म    ,    

         म       ब र      गय      

 The chamber, made of 35 stone slabs, was filled with cobblestones up to a depth of 1.5 
metres. 

 य    ,    35                 बन    , 1.5         ग र ई                 भर         

 The excavations also yielded a rich collection of ceramics found in graves and among grave 
goods. These included white-painted black-and-red ware, red ware, red-slipped ware, 
black-polished ware, and coarse red ware. 

 उ नन           और          म    ई गई                       म        भ          इनम  

 फ                    -                ,         ,    -          ,     -           , 

और                  म      

Unique feature 

               

 The black-and-red ware, black ware, and black-slipped ware types had white-painted 
designs, a unique feature first reported from T. Kallupatti and later from Adichanallur, 
Sivagalai, Thulukkarpatti, and Korkai, the report said. 

  र         न   र,     -                ,          , और     -              र  फ          

           गई   ,                                  ब र   .           और ब   म          , 

        ,          , और           र       य  गय      

 According to the report, symbols on the urns were among the most striking discoveries at 
Thirumalapuram. One red-slipped pot featured dotted designs showing a human figure, 
a mountain, a deer, and a tortoise. 

  र         न   र,                              म   ब   उ   न य       म                  -

            र                                    ,     ,     , और                  

 A total of 78 antiquities made of bone, gold, bronze, and iron were also found. They 
include a tweezer, sword, spearhead, gold ring, axe, dagger, chisel, bonehead, and 
arrowhead. 

     78            ,       ,     ,      औ          बन     , भ    ई गई   इनम       ,      , 

    -    ,             ठ ,       ,     ,     ,            , और                म      

 Three tiny gold rings were found in an urn at a depth of 0.49 metres. Each ring measures 
4.8 mm in diameter and weighs less than one milligram. 

   न छ                 ठ           म  0.49         ग र ई  र   ई गई          ग           4.8 

        और   न                म     

 Based on the unearthed materials, archaeologists believe this site dates to Iron Age. 
Official sources said the dating remains tentative as studies are still under way. Comparisons 
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with sites such as Sivagalai and Adichanallur, dated between 3,345 BCE and 2,513 BCE, 
suggest that Thirumalapuram could be placed in the early to mid-third millennium BCE. 

                        र  र,   र            म नन        य                          र  

      न                       भ     य             यन  भ    र               और 

                   (  न        3,345  .  .    2,513  .  .    ब     )       न   रन   र य        

 म                                      .  .                      म  र               

 

 

Mahatma Gandhi‘s method remains profoundly relevant today‘ 

 ‗                                         ‘ 

 Gandhiji reminds us to look through another‘s eyes, says the member of the House of Lords 
in the U.K. and a political thinker; he says the recognition of the state of Palestine by Britain 
gives symbolic legitimacy but imposes no real obligations; he describes Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi as capable and competent, but greatness requires more, especially in 
addressing India‘s structural flaws. 

 ग        म     र                न     य            ,           .  .         ऑफ               और 

र  न         र ;                       र           र      म       न                        

    न               रय         न      ;                            म और य   ब       ,     न 

म  न          और            —     र भ र       र न       मय        ब      रन  म   

 From a small town in Gujarat to the House of Lords in London, Bhikhu Parekh‘s journey 
has been one of intellect, conviction, and humility. 

 छ         र              र              ऑफ          ,               य    ब      ,       

और   न       र       

 Born in 1935 in Amalsad, he rose from modest beginnings to become one of the most 
influential political thinkers of his generation. 

 1935 म        म     , उ   न  म म             उ  र   न           ब    भ       र  न     

    र    म        बनन         फर  य   य   

 As Professor of political philosophy at the University of Westminster and later President of 
the Academy of Social Sciences, Lord Parekh helped shape modern debates on 
multiculturalism, identity, and democracy. 

            ऑफ          म  र  न        न      फ  र और ब   म         ऑफ              
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             म ,            न              ,       औ          र     न  ब           र 

  न  म  म       

 His critical reading of Mahatma Gandhi drew wide attention, and in 2007, India honoured him 
with the Padma Bhushan. 

                उन       न     म    न         न          य , और 2007 म  भ र  न  उ   

               न    य   

 He speaks on topics ranging from geopolitics and immigration to Gandhiji‘s legacy and 
Indian democracy. 

      -        औ              र                   औ                         य    र 

ब         

Edited excerpts: 

            : 

 It‘s been 25 years since you entered the House of Lords. How would you describe that 
journey? 

      ऑफ        म           25        ग         उ  य                   र ग ? 

 I entered the House of Lords in 2000, so it‘s been a quarter of a century — quite a long time 
in anyone‘s life. During that period, I witnessed enormous shifts — Brexit, for instance, which 
began as a democratic choice that many later regretted. There were also important debates 
on assisted suicide and Britain‘s membership in the European Union. It was an exciting 
and transformative time, both for the country and for me personally. 

 म न  2000 म       ऑफ        म         य ,    य         ई        गई —            न म    फ  

  ब   मय  इ       म , म न  ब   ब          —           ,                         म         

     ब   म   ई   ग   न   छ  य   इ         ,             और     न                      

 र म       ब     ई   य      और म र         ग           र म     और   र   न  र   मय     

 You have written extensively on multiculturalism and living together with difference. How do 
you view the recent anti-immigration protests in the U.K.? 

   न               और  भ               र न   र                            य       -

                य .  . म               ? 

 Multiculturalism has, unfortunately, become a bugbear for many people. They think it means 
everyone can do whatever they like — a Muslim can marry four wives, a Sikh can wear his 
turban anywhere. But that‘s not multiculturalism. No society can function that way. 

   भ     ,               ई   ग                      बन गई                    इ    म  ब    

    र   ई          र         —    म   म   र    य             ,             भ   ग     न 

             न य  ब            न          ई  म   उ   र       म न     र       

 True multiculturalism means people may follow their customs if they are rational, defensible, 
and consistent with broader social values. Take, for example, the right to cremate. When 
Hindus in Britain wanted to cremate their dead rather than bury them, there was initial 
resistance. But once people understood that it was deeply meaningful and not harmful to 
others, it was accepted. 

                     म  ब         ग   न   र  र          न  र         य            , ब    

य   और        म     म         न         उ   र        ,                   र      ब 

    न म          न    न  म              रन     इ      ई,        म    र           न  ब   ग   न  

 म      य  ब              और    र             न  र  न      ,    इ       र  र   य  गय   

 That is the real spirit of multiculturalism — reasoned dialogue and mutual understanding. 

 य                           भ  न  —      ग        और       म   

 That sounds deeply Gandhian. 

 य  ग र ई               ग       

 Indeed. I often describe Gandhi as the patron saint of multiculturalism. He believed no 
single culture can exhaust all human potential. 

      म   म    र                            र                उ   न  म न       ई     

        भ  म न    भ  न        म   न     र       

 Cultures must talk to one another, learn from each other, and grow through dialogue. We are 
all blind in some ways, believing what we have always done is right. Gandhi reminds us to 
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look through another‘s eyes — to see the world from their point of view. 

       य        -   र            रन       ,   -   र        न       , और          म  म    

         न          म  भ    छ              , य  म न             मन   म      य                

ग      म  य                   र                  — उन                नय           

 Do Gandhi‘s ideas still offer a model for leadership in today‘s polarised world? 

    ग            र                      म  न        म     भ  भ        र     ? 

 Yes, they do. Gandhi‘s satyagraha comes from this very moral tradition. Suppose you treat 
me unjustly and I protest. You dismiss my complaint. How do I convince you of my truth? I 
stand firm — but peacefully. I refuse to hurt you, yet I persist until your conscience changes. 
That is Gandhi‘s method, and it remains profoundly relevant today. 

    ,  र       ग              इ   न      र  र             म न          म र         य  र      

और म    र    र          म र      य     न  र          म         न     ई       म  ऊ ? म  

            र       —     न             म                न     इन  र  र     ,  फर भ   ब    

          ब            र    न    ब      य   ग               , और य     भ            ग  

    

 Britain recently recognised the state of Palestine. What impact do you think this decision will 
have? 

     न न         म           र      म               ग         इ   न  य        भ     ग ? 

 Very little. The destruction of Gaza is heartbreaking — 80% of the city is uninhabitable. 
Recognition now is too little, too late. It gives Palestine symbolic legitimacy but imposes no 
real obligations. Netanyahu doesn‘t seem to mind because it changes nothing on the ground. 

 ब    म            न           न          —   र    80%      र न  य   न         ब म     

  न  ब    म और ब     र        य        इन                              न   ई        

       रय         न        न           य    ई      न          इ    म   न  र   छ भ  न    ब      

all flaws. 

                   

 Rahul Gandhi has alleged large-scale vote manipulation, though the Election Commission 
dismissed it. What reforms could strengthen India‘s democratic institutions? 

 र    ग     न  ब     म न   र           फ       र    ग य    ,                    न  इ      र   र 

  य   भ र                         म ब    रन           न        र           ? 

 Elections must not only be fair but be seen to be fair. Otherwise, the government loses 
legitimacy. Candidate selection, criminal records, and financial disclosures should be 
rigorously checked. Political parties — not just individual candidates — must certify honesty. 
Some progress has been made, but much more can be done to inspire public confidence. 

   न         न   न      न        ब   उ    न   भ         न             ,  र  र             

         उ     र       यन,   र      र    , और     य    र          र        न              

   ग  उ     र न    ब   र  न          य      भ  ईम न  र   म      रन           छ  ग    ई 

  ,     न       न           ब  न         और ब     छ   य              

 Mehul Devkala is a poet, writer, and filmmaker. Full interview at newsth.live/BhikhuParekh, or 
scan the QR code. 

                   ,      और  फ   नम           र        र newsth.live/BhikhuParekh  र 

उ      , य     र       न  र   

 Many young Americans oppose what‘s happening in Gaza, but their government continues to 
arm and protect Israel. It‘s a one-sided policy, and history will condemn it. 

  ई य     म  र        म     र     न         र    र     ,     न उन    र  र              य र 

और   र      न  रन    र  र        य     रफ  न      , और इ      इ    न     र ग   

 How would you assess Prime Minister Modi‘s decade in power? 

                                   म     न       र ग ? 

 In many ways, he has been a good Prime Minister. People like him, vote for him, and he 
represents India confidently abroad. He connects emotionally with people, coins phrases that 
resonate, and restores a sense of pride. 

  ई म यन   म ,              नम    र         ग उ         र     , उन            र     , और    
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        म  भ र                        न     र            ग      भ  न                  , 

 भ              ग      , और ग      भ  न  ब     र       

 But can I call him a great Prime Minister? Not yet. Poverty and inequality persist; a small elite 
still controls most wealth. Corruption remains entrenched. Many expected him to tackle that 
decisively. So yes, he is capable and competent, but greatness requires more — especially in 
addressing India‘s structural flaws. 

     न    म  उ   म  न    नम              ?  भ  न     गर ब  और   म न   बन   ई   ;    छ    

        भ  भ                 र  नय    र             र      म           ई   ग   न  उ    

            इ    न   य          ब      र ग   इ        ,      म और य     ,     न म  न      

    और            —     र भ र       र न       मय        ब      रन  म   

 Persist until your conscience changes. That is Gandhi‘s method, and it remains profoundly 
relevant today. 

      र    ब            र    न    ब      य                   , और य     भ            ग  

    

 Britain recently recognised the state of Palestine. What impact do you think this decision will 
have? 

     न न         म           र      म               ग         इ   न  य        भ     ग ? 

 Very little. The destruction of Gaza is heartbreaking — 80% of the city is uninhabitable. 
Recognition now is too little, too late. It gives Palestine symbolic legitimacy but imposes no 
real obligations. Netanyahu doesn‘t seem to mind because it changes nothing on the ground. 

 ब    म            न           न          —   र    80%      र न  य   न         ब म     

  न  ब    म और ब     र        य        इन                              न   ई        

       रय         न        न           य    ई      न          इ    म   न  र   छ भ  न    ब      

 And what about the role of the United States? 

 और                      भ  म      ब र  म    ? 

 America has been compromised for decades. The last time it stood firm was under 
Eisenhower during the Suez crisis. Since then, it has pretended to be helpless. 

  म  र             म      र             र  ब र य                     ब                

               र न   ब   , य      य   न             र   र       
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Do cash transfers build women‘s agency? 

                                                ? 

Politics of Welfare and Women‘s Cash Transfers in India 

                      औ                         

 The politics of welfare in India has become increasingly gendered, with cash transfers 
emerging as both a social policy instrument and an electoral strategy. 

 भ र  म                                गई   ,    म                                 

और                 न         म  उभर र       

 Just weeks before Assembly elections, the Bihar government rolled out the 
Mukhyamantri Mahila Rojgar Yojana — a ₹10,000 transfer to 75 lakh women as seed 
capital for self-employment. 

                       छ         ,             न                                    — 

75                               ₹10,000                    म        र    य  गय   

 The goal is to help women start or expand small enterprises, with up to ₹2 lakh in 
additional support for successful ventures. 
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 इ    उ    म                                   रन  म  म    रन    ,  फ    रय  न       

    ₹2                      उ     र ई    ग   

 This joins a list of women-focused cash transfer programmes, such as Karnataka‘s 
Gruha Lakshmi, West Bengal‘s Lakshmir Bhandar, Madhya Pradesh‘s Ladli Behna 
Yojana, and Telangana‘s Mahalakshmi. 

 य   ई      -                          म     म     गय    ,                       , 

                       ,                            , और                     

 These programmes are powered by India‘s Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) architecture, 
anchored on the ‗JAM trinity‘ of Jan Dhan accounts, Aadhaar, and mobile phones, 
enabling targeted delivery and transparency. 

 य  य  न    भ र                 फ       फ  (DBT)         र     र    ,    ‗JAM        ‘ — 

          ,      औ         फ   —  र        ,                  और              न    

         

 As of August 2025, over 56 crore Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana accounts have been 
opened, with women owning 55.7% of them. 

     2025   , 56                                                       ,   नम  

               55.7%          

 According to the World Bank‘s Global Findex Database 2025, 54% of Indian women 
reported opening their first bank account primarily to receive government benefits or 
wages. 

                  फ             2025     न   र, 54%                न  ब  य     उ   न  

  न                                                                   

 With 89% of Indian women now holding a bank account — on par with developed nations 
and far above the global average of 77% — India has achieved a remarkable milestone in 
recognising women as economic actors with a formal financial identity. 

  ब 89%                       ब           — य                   र  र    और       औ   

77%                 — भ र  न  म                              औ                     न  

म                             य      

 At the heart of this progress lies a critical question: can direct cash empower women as 
economic agents rather than just welfare recipients? 

 इ   ग          म                  :                    म                    

          ब  य                  म                 ? 

 DBT schemes have been shown to enhance women‘s visible control over resources. 
Research shows that income in a woman‘s name increases her say in household 
decisions and improves outcomes for children and the elderly. 

 य      य  गय        DBT         म                                   ब          न     न    

                                  उ                            ब        और      औ        

                       र       

 Therefore, schemes such as Bihar‘s can represent the first formal recognition of women‘s 
economic identity. 

 इ    ,                    म                              औ                

    न     र          

 However, beneath the impressive numbers, the story is more complex. Despite the JAM 
push leading to near-universal account ownership by women, around 20% remain dormant 
due to insufficient funds, low perceived need, or discomfort in engaging with formal 
banking. 

        ,   न  र             छ     न  और भ           JAM        ब      म               

 गभग     भ  म     ग    ,  गभग 20%            र      ,                        ,    

               ,    औ                              र      

 In rural and semi-urban areas, distance from bank branches and the digital divide 
worsen this disengagement. 

       औ     -           म ,                    और               इ             और 

ब            
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Women‘s Financial Behaviour and Barriers in India 

                                औ         

 A large number of women use their accounts primarily to withdraw cash transfers — 
usage for savings, borrowing, or payments remains low. 

 ब        म                                                                        

   —    , ऋ ,                           र        

 Although 38 crore RuPay cards (which come free with Jan Dhan accounts) have been 
issued and UPI transactions have surged from ₹2 crore in FY17 to ₹18,600 crore in FY25, 
women‘s usage of debit cards and digital payments continues to lag behind men‘s. 

         38               (                         )   र      ग     और UPI        FY17 

   ₹2         FY25    ₹18,600         ब  ग    ,                       औ         

                                            

 Apart from patriarchal norms, a low level of digital access has prevented bank accounts 
from translating into sustained savings, credit uptake, or active digital transactions for 
women. 

                            ,                न               म                      , 

ऋ                            म  ब  न     र     य      

 Women are 19% less likely to own mobile phones (as per GSMA), which are needed to 
access information about accounts and funds. 

 म       19%            र          उन       म ब इ  फ न   ग  (GSMA          ),          

औ                                               

 Data from the Findex survey shows that the costs of phones and data, lack of privacy, 
fear of cyber fraud, and social norms prevent women‘s ownership of mobile phones. 

 Findex                             फ   औ              ,                ,       

             , औ                 म                 फ               र         

 Shared phone access for a large number of women further limits independent digital 
banking. 

 ब        म  म                   फ                               और    म   र       

 Financial and digital literacy remain significant barriers. More than two-thirds of Indian 
women still rely on male relatives to make financial transactions. 

       औ                म              बन   ई                         -              

 भ  भ                                                  

 Therefore, India‘s leap from access to agency for women remains incomplete. 

 इ    , भ र  म  म                                                 

 For schemes such as Bihar‘s Rojgar Yojana to become genuine instruments of economic 
empowerment, they need to move beyond simply placing money in women‘s bank 
accounts. 

                            य  न                                  बनन        , 

उ                                                         ग   

 Beneficiaries require complementary long-term support. 

                                                  

 Most importantly, building genuine financial agency will require giving women control over 
assets by providing secure property rights and joint land titles. 

  ब   म      ,                      बन न         म                            न  

       ,                     औ                      न  र    

 Only when women have tangible control over land or business assets can they leverage 
credit, participate in markets, and engage in new forms of commerce. 

       भ   ब म                                     ठ            ग ,    ऋ          ठ  

       ,                          , औ                                        

 Equally critical is strengthening the ‗mobile‘ pillar of the JAM trinity. Subsidised 
smartphones and affordable data plans would allow women to access their accounts and 
digital payment tools independently, avoiding reliance on shared devices that erode 
privacy and autonomy. 

  म न       म          JAM            ‗      ‘        म ब    रन                   फ   
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और              म                     औ                                       न  म  

  म बन   ग ,                            ब                    औ             म  र  र   

    

 Banks, fintech, and mobile operators must co-create financial products that reflect the 
realities of women‘s informal, seasonal, or sporadic incomes; caregiving 
responsibilities; and limited financial and digital literacy. 

    ,  फ     औ         ऑ                      -        रन                      

         ,                    ;                   ; औ              औ         

                  

 Community-based confidence networks can bridge the trust gap. Initiatives such as 
digital banking sakhis and secure WhatsApp or UPI groups can offer trusted spaces for 
women to seek advice, share experiences, and resolve doubts collectively. 

                                                                               और 

       WhatsApp    UPI                म                   ,                 औ        

                                            न  र          

 Another priority should be to expand the number of female banking agents — less than 
10% of India‘s 1.3 million business correspondents are women. 

    और     म      न                                                —         13     

                     10%                      

 The path to real empowerment lies in coupling access with agency-building — ensuring 
women can not only receive money but also control, grow, and sustain it for their own 
advancement. 

                   म ग                                      म     — य     न    

 र         म         फ                     ,                ,     औ                  

     उन                     

 

 

 

GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, 

And International Relations 
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 Tribals in Ranchi rally 
against Kurmis‘ demand 
for ST status 

                             

                           

       फ             

 Thousands of people from 
various tribal groups on Sunday 
took out an ‗Akrosh Maharally‘ in 
Ranchi to protest the Kurmi 
community‘s demand for 
Scheduled Tribe (ST) status. 

    भ                       र   

  ग   न                  म       

                          

(    )                  र   म     

‗            ‘  न      

 The rally, participated by 
tribal leaders, youths and 
women from different districts of 
the State, was taken out from 
Ranchi‘s Morabadi ground, and 
the participants threatened that 
they would intensify the protest if 
any move to give the ST status to 
the Kurmi community was 
made. 

 इ  र    म                        

               ,      औ  

           म       य  र             

                    न     गई, और 

   भ  गय   न       न        य        

                      न       ई 

         गई,         र      और 

     र ग   

 The rally culminated in a 
public meeting at Ramdayal 
Munda football ground near 
Ranchi college. 

 र        म  न                    

              फ            म     

                   म      

‗Token protest‘ 

 ‗             ‘ 

 Kumudini Dhan, a tribal 
leader, said it is just a token 
protest by all 32 tribes of the 
State to showcase the tribal 
strength. ―If any move of giving 
ST status to Kurmi is made, 
Jharkhand will see a bigger 
agitation,‖ she said. 
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                          न         य  र       भ  32             र    न              

    न           य  गय                            उ   न     , ―य                       

       न       ई          गई,           म  इ    भ  ब        न         ग  ‖ 

 Kendriya Sarna Samiti president Ajay Tirkey said that they would not allow anyone to 
snatch the rights of the tribal people. ―All tribals in the State are united, and they are aware 
of their rights. A conspiracy is being made to usurp the constitutional rights, political 
representation, reservation and land rights of tribals,‖ he said. 

                                  न                    भ                          

      न      ग   उ   न     , ―र       भ                   और      न                       

       य                      ,                  ,      औ                      न  

            र      र      ‖ 

 Gladson Dungdung, another tribal leader, said it is a battle to protect the tribal 
existence. 

                                   न         य                                  

 On September 20, thousands of protesters squatted on railway tracks at various stations 
across the State under the banner of Adivasi Kurmi Samaj (AKS) to press their demand for 
Scheduled Tribe status for the Kurmi community and inclusion of the Kurmali language 
in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution. 

 20          ,                   (     )    ब नर     र    भर       भ     न    र    र   

    न   रय   न                             ,                         

                     और                             ठ            

          रन       न  म  ग  र  ब   बन       

 The agitation had led to cancellation, diversion and short-
termination of more than 100 trains. The tribal groups had 
protested the rail blockade by the Kurmi community. 

 इ       न      र  100                         ,              औ  

             ई                    न                र      ग      

           र     य      
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 Canadian Foreign Minister set to meet 
Jaishankar today 

                                  

              

 Canadian Foreign Minister Anita Anand 
arrived in the national capital on Sunday, a day 
before talks with her Indian counterpart, S. 
Jaishankar. 

                                                 

              ,   न                .        

                     न       

 The discussions are expected to focus on 
setting up a framework for bilateral ―strategic‖ 
cooperation in areas of trade, energy and 
security. 

                     ,      औ                 म  

       ―       ‖                         य र 

 रन   र र  ग   

 It is Ms. Anand‘s first visit to India after 
assuming charge as the Foreign Minister in May. 
She is also scheduled to meet Commerce 
Minister Piyush Goyal to discuss ways to boost 
two-way trade ties. 

                                         

                                              

                   भ   म  ग                      

           ब  न      र      र                 

 ―This visit will help build on the positive 
momentum in India-Canada relations by 
revitalising our bilateral mechanisms, deepening 
economic cooperation, and further strengthening 
the enduring people-to-people ties that anchor 
our partnership,‖ External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said on X. 

                                   न      र 

   , ―य    र      -              म     र    ग   

   ब  न ,  म र       य            न       रन ,       

         ग र   रन  और  म र        र     म ब   

 रन                               और       रन  म  

म    र ग  ‖ 

Three-nation tour 

                   

 New Delhi is Ms. Anand‘s first stop of 
her three-nation tour that will also take her to 
China and Singapore. 

         उन                                    , 

   म         औ           भ      ग   

 In New Delhi, Minister Anand will meet 
with Mr. Jaishankar and Mr. Goyal, as ―both 
countries move toward establishing a framework 
for strategic cooperation on issues such as trade 
diversification, energy transformation and 
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security,‖ a Canadian readout said on Saturday. 

         म ,                   .        औ                 म  ग ,       ―  न             

         ,              औ             म      र                               रन     

     म   ग  ब  र     ,‖                 म                गय   

 The Canadian foreign minister‘s visit comes more than three weeks after Canada‘s 
National Security Advisor Nathalie Drouin visited India and held extensive talks with her 
Indian counterpart Ajit Doval. 

                                                                                    र  

और                                                                             

   र       

 Days after the meeting, Canada designated the Lawrence Bishnoi gang as a terrorist 
entity for ―violently targeting‖ certain communities and creating a ―climate of fear‖. 

 ब         छ   न   ब  ,                                              ठ            , 

      उ न    छ  म   य      ―             न  न  बन य ‖ और ―भय    म    ‖ बन य   

 The renewed vibrancy in the ties between the two countries followed Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi‘s talks with his Canadian counterpart Mark Carney on the margins of the 
G7 Summit at Canada‘s Kananaskis in June. 

   न              ब     म              गमन                    और उन                    

        ब                                  G7                 र न  ई          ब       

 In Singapore, Ms. Anand will meet with her counterpart Vivian Balakrishnan, to further 
strengthen Canada‘s cooperation with ―one of its most important partners‖ in Southeast 
Asia, the readout said. 

          म ,              न   म                       म  ग           -           म  

―  न   ब   म             र   म       ‖                          और म ब     य        ,  र     

म      गय   
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 India sends Minister to Egypt for Gaza summit 
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 New Delhi will be represented by Minister of State for External Affairs Kirtivardhan Singh 
in place of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who declined the invitation from Egypt due to the 
short notice. 

                न                                    र    य     ग ,                     

     न                       र             नम            र  र   य   

 India will send Minister of State for External Affairs Kirtivardhan Singh to represent the 
country at the Peace Summit on Gaza in Sharm el-Sheikh to be co-hosted by Egypt and 
the United States on Monday, officials confirmed to The Hindu. 

                                             -    म    न                        म         

    न     रन         भ   ग ,          औ            र              य          य       य  

   ग ,       रय   न                      

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi was among more than 20 world leaders invited over the 
weekend to attend the summit, which will be co-hosted by Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi and U.S. President Donald Trump, to discuss the ceasefire deal between Israel 
and Hamas, brokered mainly by negotiators from the U.S., Egypt, and Qatar. 

                    उन 20                    म     म                  म      न म  भ ग   न     

     म       य  गय    ,                          फ     -     और                 

             र    य          य       य     ग ,             औ          ब            

        र               ,      म                ,     औ                र     र  म        

गई     

 However, given the short notice, Mr. Modi, whose invitation was delivered by Egyptian 
Ambassador Kamel Galal, declined the invitation. Mr. Modi had also met U.S. special 
envoy and Ambassador-designate Sergio Gor in Delhi on Saturday. 

        ,                            ,        ,                                 र   म    

  य  गय    , न  इ        र  र   य           न                                         औ  

      -                    भ  म              

Egypt‘s FM to visit Delhi 

                                      

 Mr. Singh left for Cairo on Sunday and will travel to Sharm el-Sheikh on Monday, the 
officials said. Mr. Modi is, however, expected to meet Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr 
Abdelatty later this week, who is travelling to Delhi to hold the India-Egypt Strategic 
Dialogue. 

       रय   न  ब  य                                     र  न     और                 -    

    ग          ,         इ              म                                    म न     उ      , 

       -                                र       

 According to sources, Mr. Abdelatty‘s visit is part of the Sisi-Modi Strategic Partnership 
Agreement signed in January 2023, and this is his first visit to India since taking over in 
2024. 

           न   र,                          2023                -                      

                 , और य  2024                                                     

 Mr. Abdelatty has been in frequent contact with External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, 
including during Operation Sindoor in May, and Egypt had strongly condemned the 
Pahalgam terror attacks. 

                         .                ग   र       म  र     ,    म        ऑ             भ  

   म    , और     न                             न           

 Mr. Abdelatty is also expected to brief the government on the plans for the reconstruction 
of Gaza. 

               य  भ  उ                                            र  र  र      न  र    ग   

 Although Egypt is not a member of the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor 
(IMEC), it has been keen to discuss alternative route alignments through Sharm el-Sheikh 
with India, given the security issues with Israel‘s Haifa port, where the current alignment 
lies. 

                 -       -                    (IMEC)        न      ,     न          -    
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   म  म                                    र       रन         उ      ,                 

   फ               ब                  ,         म न म ग          

 Among those who have confirmed their participation at Monday‘s event in Sharm el-Sheikh 
are UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and the leaders of France, Italy, Spain, and 
the U.K. 

                 -    म   य       य  म म    न  भ ग   र           रन        म             

                         और     ,     ,     औ           न       म      

 A number of leaders from Europe, the Gulf region, and other parts of Asia are expected to 
be there as well. 

      ,          औ                        ई न    भ       उ       न     उ        

 Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif will attend. Iran‘s leadership, which received a 
surprise invitation, has declined it, as has Hamas. 

                              फ इ म     म     ग                 न ,                  

 म     , इ        र  र   य    ,              न  भ    य   

 It is still unclear whether Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu or Palestinian 
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas would attend. 

 य   ब       न                                          य   फ                  

                   इ म     म     ग  य  न     

 On Monday morning, Mr. Trump will be in Jerusalem to address the Israeli parliament as 
he and Mr. Netanyahu await the release of 20 Israeli hostages still alive and the return of 
remaining bodies of those who have died since they were abducted by Hamas during the 
2023 terror attacks. Israel will release about 2,000 Palestinian prisoners. 

            ,               म                    ब      र ग ,  ब      और           

2023                        र न        र           ग  20                          र  ई 

और                                          र ग           गभग 2,000  फ                  

 र    र ग   

Finalise truce deal 

                                  

 Mr. Abdelatty spoke by telephone to his counterparts in a number of countries, said the 
Egyptian Foreign Ministry on Sunday, and conveyed the invitation from President Sisi and 
President Trump to witness the signing of a peace agreement. 

                     न                              न   ई            न   म        फ न  र ब   

   और              औ                   र                  र     र    न          म    

  य   

 ―During the calls, Minister Abdelatty discussed the substantive arrangements of the summit, 
which is a historic summit aimed at ending the war on the Gaza Strip,‖ said the statement. 

 ―             र न, म            न      न    म           र        ,                    

             उ                           ,‖ बय न म      गय   

 ―The summit seeks to help restore regional stability and alleviate the suffering of the 
Palestinian people in Gaza, in line with U.S. President Donald Trump‘s vision for peace 
in the region,‖ it added. 

 ―    न    उ                ब     रन  और          फ                         म  रन  म  

म    रन    ,                                                न      ,‖ इ म      गय   

 Mr. Modi had welcomed the Gaza ceasefire agreement last week and spoke to Mr. Trump 
over the telephone to congratulate him. 

         न    छ                                  ग    य     और            ब  ई   न         

उन       फ                    
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 BJP names three candidates from J&K for Rajya Sabha polls 

                                   -                                       

 The BJP on Sunday announced three candidates for the Rajya Sabha elections in Jammu 
and Kashmir scheduled for October 24. 

       न               -                                                       ,    24 

          न    र      

 ―The names were decided by the Parliamentary Board of the party. Today, all 27 MLAs held 
a meeting to strategise and plan the upcoming elections,‖ senior BJP leader and Leader of 
the Opposition Sunil Sharma said. 

 ―इन न म       न  य                     न    य      27          न   ग म    न        र न    और 

य  न  बन न         ब      ,‖   र  भ     न    और                         न       

 The BJP has decided to contest three seats out of four in J&K. The candidates are J&K 
unit president Satya Sharma, BJP vice-president Rakesh Mahajan, and Ali Mohammad 
Mir. 

       न     -                             र   न     न      न  य   य      उ     र    —    -

                        ,                        , और                

 J&K is witnessing the first Rajya Sabha elections since the erstwhile State was reduced 
to a Union Territory in 2019. 
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    -     म  य                      ,  ब                2019                  बन य  गय  

    

Congress opts out 

                                  

 The Congress decided against fielding any candidate for a ―less safe‖ seat and accused the 
coalition partner of betrayal. 

        न  ―         ‖              ई उ     र न उ  रन      न  य   य  और  ठ               

                        

 ―During the talks between the National Conference leadership and Congress‘s central 
leadership, our party had demanded one safe seat, which is seat number one or seat 
number two. Instead, we were offered seat number four, which is less safe. We have decided 
against fielding any candidate for this seat,‖ said Tariq Hameed Karra, J&K Pradesh 
Congress Committee president. 

 ―                   और                          ब   ब           र न,  म र       न     

  र           म  ग      ,        न बर    य      न बर        इ    ब  य  म      न बर   र    

         गई,     म   र         मन  इ               ई उ     र न उ  रन      न  य   य    ,‖ 

   -                                               न       

 He added it was a ―unanimous‖ decision of the party‘s core committee meeting, including 
legislators. 

 उ   न         य                                     ―      ‖           

 Mr. Karra also noted the growing unease between the National Conference (NC) and the 
Congress. 

     र   न               (    ) औ                             र भ    न     य   
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 BJP systematically 
undermining RTI Act, says 
Congress 

                         

                           , 

               

 The Congress on Sunday 
accused the Narendra Modi 
government of systematically 
weakening the Right to Information 
(RTI) Act, saying the law was targeted 
because it enabled citizens to fact-check 
the Prime Minister‘s claims. 

        न  र    र                     र 

                (RTI)            

             म  र  रन      र   

 ग य , य             इ    न न     न  न  

बन य  गय        य  न ग र                

                                       

 Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge, in a post on social 
media platform X, said a chilling ―no data 
available‖ doctrine now prevails, as the 
government ―brazenly‖ withholds 
information to escape accountability. 

                          न       

म   य     फ म  X  र     म          ब 

    र  न  ―                  ‖ न    

        ,        र  र    ब        ब न     

      न  र     ―    फ‖  र       र         

 ―Since 2014, over 100 RTI 
activists have been murdered, 
unleashing a climate of terror that 
punishes truth-seekers and extinguishes 
dissent,‖ Mr. Kharge said. 

 ―2014     ब   , 100         RTI 

         म र            ,               

   म     बन              न           

       र      और    म       ब         ,‖ 

     ग  न       

 Addressing a press conference 
later in the day to mark the 20th 
anniversary of the law, enacted on 
October 12, 2005 under the Congress-
led United Progressive Alliance 
government, the party‘s general 
secretary in charge of communications, 
Jairam Ramesh, said, ―For the BJP, the 
RTI means Right to Intimidate.‖ 

   न    ब                      ब      र   

  ,             20          ठ    म     र 

  ,      12      , 2005                 

                    ठ              

      ग    य  गय    ,             र  भ र  
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म                  न     , ―भ           , RTI    म  ब                     ‖ 

 Mr. Ramesh said the first major blow to the law came with the July 2019 amendment, which 
removed key provisions that had been included based on the recommendations of a 
Parliamentary Standing Committee that had, among its members, former President Ram 
Nath Kovind, then a Rajya Sabha member. 

    रम   न           न न         ब              2019                ग ,    न  म       

     न            य ,                              फ  र          र  र    म      ग    , 

            म                            ,  ब            भ      

 The Congress leader said he had challenged the 2019 amendments to the RTI Act in the 
Supreme Court on December 17, 2019, but regretted that the matter remained pending 
even after nearly six years. 

             न         उ   न  17       , 2019               म  RTI            2019          

     न         ,     न उ   न   फ         य     य  म म    गभग छ      ब   भ     ब      

 He also warned that the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, if implemented in its present 
form, would prove to be the ―final death knell‖ for the RTI. 

 उ   न  य  भ       न        य                                     म न    म    ग    य  

गय ,    य  RTI        ―                 ‖    ब    ग   

 ―Section 44(3) of the Act says that no personal information will be accessible under the RTI,‖ 
he said. 

 उ   न     , ―  न न         44(3)              ई भ     ग    न  र  RTI        उ    न    

  ग  ‖ 

BJP systematically undermining RTI Act, says Congress 

                                                    ,                

 The Congress on Sunday accused the Narendra Modi government of systematically 
weakening the Right to Information (RTI) Act, saying the law was targeted because it 
enabled citizens to fact-check the Prime Minister‘s claims. 

        न  र    र                     र                 (RTI)                        

 म  र  रन      र    ग य , य             इ    न न     न  न  बन य  गय        य  न ग र    

                                                   

 Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, in a post on social media platform X, said a 
chilling ―no data available‖ doctrine now prevails, as the government ―brazenly‖ withholds 
information to escape accountability. 

                          न       म   य     फ म  X  र     म          ब     र  न  

―                  ‖ न            ,        र  र    ब        ब न           न  र     ―    फ‖ 

 र       र         

 ―Since 2014, over 100 RTI activists have been murdered, unleashing a climate of terror that 
punishes truth-seekers and extinguishes dissent,‖ Mr. Kharge said. 

 ―2014     ब   , 100         RTI          म र            ,                  म     बन        

      न                  र      और    म       ब         ,‖      ग  न       

 Addressing a press conference later in the day to mark the 20th anniversary of the law, 
enacted on October 12, 2005 under the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance 
government, the party‘s general secretary in charge of communications, Jairam Ramesh, 
said, ―For the BJP, the RTI means Right to Intimidate.‖ 

   न    ब                      ब      र     ,             20          ठ    म     र   ,      12 

     , 2005                                     ठ                    ग    य  गय    , 

            र  भ र  म                  न     , ―भ           , RTI    म  ब              

       ‖ 

 Mr. Ramesh said the first major blow to the law came with the July 2019 amendment, which 
removed key provisions that had been included based on the recommendations of a 
Parliamentary Standing Committee that had, among its members, former President Ram 
Nath Kovind, then a Rajya Sabha member. 

    रम   न           न न         ब              2019                ग ,    न  म       
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     न            य ,                              फ  र          र  र    म      ग    , 

            म                            ,  ब            भ      

 The Congress leader said he had challenged the 2019 amendments to the RTI Act in the 
Supreme Court on December 17, 2019, but regretted that the matter remained pending 
even after nearly six years. 

             न         उ   न  17       , 2019               म  RTI            2019          

     न         ,     न उ   न   फ         य     य  म म    गभग छ      ब   भ     ब      

 He also warned that the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, if implemented in its present 
form, would prove to be the ―final death knell‖ for the RTI. 

 उ   न  य  भ       न        य                                     म न    म    ग    य  

गय ,    य  RTI        ―                 ‖    ब    ग   

 ―Section 44(3) of the Act says that no personal information will be accessible under the RTI,‖ 
he said. 

 उ   न     , ―  न न         44(3)              ई भ     ग    न  र  RTI        उ    न    

  ग  ‖ 

 

 

 Mature relationship 

             

  India and the United Kingdom have deepened business ties without 
fuss. 

 भ र  और                 न   बन          -           न                     

म ब     य      

India-U.K. Economic Relations 

     -  .  .             

 At a time when social media threats, reciprocal actions, and shrill 
rhetoric are becoming the global norm, the manner in which the India-U.K. 
economic relationship is unfolding is a refreshing change. 

 उ   मय  ब                  ,                , औ                      

म न  बन र     ,     -  .  .                                               र 

र       

 U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer‘s two-day visit to India last week 
reinforced the existing solidity in economic relations and deepened them. 

   छ          .  .                            -                 न        

                                      और उ              

 India‘s negotiations with the U.S. have been fraught, erratic, and 
dramatic. 

 भ र                              -     औ         र       

 U.S. President Donald Trump has shown that he is willing to change 
the contours of deals already struck. 

                               न      य                                     

                   

 Negotiations with the European Union have been less fraught and 
dramatic, but there seems to be a gap between positive assurances by 
leaders and private statements by negotiators. 

                           म     -     औ         र     ,     न             

                       और                              ब            ई      

    

 Against this backdrop, Sir Starmer brought a delegation of more than 
100 entrepreneurs, cultural representatives, and university vice-
chancellors, and left India with defence, investment, and movie deals, 
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further cementing the trade deal signed in July. 

 इ     भ  म म ,           न  100                ,                     औ               

                     य  और    ,       औ   फ               भ र     र  न    ,             

                      औ                  

 The keenness to deepen trade relations makes eminent sense. 

                                       र   र              

 India, despite being the fourth-largest economy in the world and one of the largest 
markets, accounts for less than 2% of the U.K.‘s total merchandise exports. 

 भ र ,                                 और  ब   ब   ब   र   म          न     ब     ,   .  .    

                  2%           

 The U.K. accounts for about 3% of India‘s exports. 

 य .  . भ र      नय        गभग 3%     

 There is ample scope for trade to grow. 

     र ब न                     

 Growing India-U.K. trade could mitigate some of the impact of the U.S.‘s punitive 50% 
tariffs, if they remain. 

 ब           -  .  .       य     र  र                 50%                            

         

 One of the unsaid reasons why India is slowing its capital expenditure is because it needs 
to fund its defence acquisitions. 

 भ र                                           य        उ     न              

                  

 Sir Starmer‘s visit made sure that some of these acquisitions — in the form of a £350 
million missile supply deal — came the U.K.‘s way. 

                   न     न      य     इन  र     म       छ — £350                         

                —   .  .           

 The U.K. government revealed that 64 Indian companies have committed to invest £1.3 
billion in the U.K. 

   .  .       न  ब  य     64                 न    .  .    £1.3                         

   ब       ई     

 U.K. companies would likely have made similar investment commitments in India, but the 
Indian government has not made these public yet. 

 य .  .     नय   न    भ    भ र  म  भ  इ    र      न       ब            ग ,     न                 

                                  

 Statements by companies such as Rolls-Royce show that there is enthusiasm. 

    -                                                      

 The Indian population in the U.K. is the largest ethnic minority, and this is not lost on 
political leadership either. 

   .  .                   ब   ब                  , और य                    भ  छ    न    

    

 One of the first things Sir Starmer did on arriving in Mumbai was to visit Yash Raj Films 
(YRF) and meet Indian producers. 

                                                                  फ   (YRF)         

     और                            

 The result was that YRF committed to shoot three films in the U.K. 

   र  म   , YRF      .  .         फ                          

 Two U.K. universities have committed to opening campuses in India. 

      .  .             न                                   ई     

 This cross-sector cooperation is how mature democracies should work together — 
without fuss and ego, just business. 

 य                                                                                 — 

 बन    र और      र   ,          र    म  म     
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 Global doors, measured steps 

            ,                 

India as a Destination for International Commercial Disputes 

                                                                

 Not long ago, the idea of India as a place for resolution of international commercial 
disputes would have sounded like a bad lawyer joke. 
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   छ  मय        ,                                                     ग    म नन          

                र   ग    

 Equally unimaginable was that the Supreme Court of India, known for judicial activism and 
protecting constitutional rights, would support India as a destination for high-value 
commercial disputes. 

  म न          भ                          ,                 और                       

               न         ,   -                                              म  न  र ग   

 This would include adjudicating domestic investment disputes and cross-border 
investment disputes. 

 इ म                      और     -                               म    ग   

 The India Alternative Dispute Resolution Week, organised by Mumbai Centre for 
International Arbitration in Bengaluru, Mumbai, and Delhi, reflects a change 
unimaginable a decade ago. 

        ऑ                           ,                 फ                       न        , 

      औ       म   य       य ,                                                        

 Top litigation and arbitration counsel from across the globe visited India to trade best 
practices with the Indian Bar and Bench, similar to New York, London, and Singapore. 

    नय  भर                औ             भ र                     औ             

                   -      र    ,               ,      औ           म       गय   

Foreign Law Firms in India 

                   फ   

 International interest in the Indian legal profession is not new; foreign lawyers were 
interested as early as the 1990s when the economy opened up. 

                                      नई न      ;             1990        म         र      ,  ब 

              

 Indian law firms were small, patchy in know-how, and limited in scaling up due to 
fragmented organization. 

           फ       ,                 ठ , और                       ,                      

       ठ       

 There was also a brain drain from five-year law schools, so the Indian legal industry was 
not ready to compete with foreign law firms. 

                       भ             , इ                                  फ          

                              

 Courts aired these concerns, resulting in multiple decisions: 

                                  ,         र  म     ई  न  य   : 

o In 2009, Bombay High Court in Lawyers Collective disallowed foreign law firms 
from practising corporate transactional work and litigation, even with Indian 
qualified lawyers. 

 2009   ,                न  Lawyers Collective म            फ                     

औ              रन     मन    य , भ      उन                            

o In 2012, Madras High Court in A.K. Balaji reinforced the position but allowed 
temporary advice on foreign law. 

 2012   ,                न  A.K. Balaji म  इ          म ब     य ,     न        

                        न म       

o In 2018, the Supreme Court harmonised the rules: ―fly-in, fly-out‖ advice allowed, 
but permanent offices prohibited, leading to waning interest of foreign firms. 

 2018   ,            न   नयम        म      य : ―   -  ,    -   ‖         

      ,     न                      ,              फ                 

 Critics called the Indian approach parochial, but the real issue was timing, not lack of 
ability of Indian lawyers. 

         न  भ र  य                     ,     न        म             , न           
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 Examples of exceptional advocacy include Sir Benegal Rau, Fali Nariman, Soli Sorabjee, 
whose work traveled beyond Indian courts. 

      र           उ   र                  , फ        ,             ,   न     य         

               फ        

 The concern was that domestic firms might be muscled out by foreign law firms. 

       य              फ                फ     र                           

A Changed Picture 

                 

 The picture of Indian law firms has changed dramatically. Firms previously manned by 15–
20 lawyers now have over 1,000 lawyers with significant global exposure. 

 भ र  य        फ           न    य       ब   गई          15–20             फम  म   ब 

1,000                   न                               

 This, coupled with top-notch know-how, allows Indian law firms to grow even further. 

 य                      म  र भ र  य फम     औ                       न म            

 Unlike many sectors in India that grew due to foreign direct investment, the Indian legal 
profession grew organically, with little or no outside support. 

 भ र      ई             र  ,                          र  ब  , भ र  य                     

      ब  ,                                               

 Today, Indian law firms have offices abroad, and Indian lawyers are often dually or triply 
qualified, practicing across jurisdictions and reaching the top of their fields. 

   ,           फ                         , और               र                      

       ,                         र      और                                

 The Bar Council of India‘s 2025 Rules for Registration and Regulation of Foreign 
Lawyers and Law Firms is the first formal step to boost the growth of the Indian legal 
profession. 

             ऑफ           2025     ,               औ     फ              औ           

   , भ र  य   न न                                         औ               

 This follows the Bar Council‘s first substantive acknowledgement in 2023, indicating 
openness to allow foreign lawyers to practice foreign and international law in India. 

 य  2023                                          ब    य ,    भ र  म         औ  

                                                       न म     न              न            

 The 2025 amendments provide a framework for this. 

 2025           इ                    न  र       

Aristotle‘s Golden Mean 

                   

 The framework includes compliance obligations like registrations, ministry certifications, 
annual filings, and a 60-day cap on unregistered ―fly-in‖ work. 

 इ        म                      म                 ,              ,             , और 

        ―   -  ‖         60-             

 These obligations ensure foreign expertise complements rather than eclipses domestic 
profession. 

 य              न     र                         भ र  य              बन  , न    उ           

      

 Foreign firms can advise on home-country law, international law, and appear in 
international arbitrations in India, but cannot practice Indian law or appear in Indian 
courts unless enrolled. 

        फम    न                  ,                   र                 और भ र  म             

           उ               ,     न                                    य         

                        ,  ब                       

 Reciprocity is central: foreign firms can operate in India only if Indian lawyers have the 
same rights in the foreign jurisdiction. 
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                 य   :        फम  भ र  म                                              

                                     

 This approach represents Aristotle‘s Golden Mean — neither reckless liberalisation nor 
defensive insularity. 

 य                                     — न               , न                 

 As India slowly and deliberately builds capacity, the consequences will follow. 

     -     भ र      -     औ     -                           , इ               ई   ग   

 Abraham Lincoln: ―I walk slowly, but I never walk backward.‖ 

     म     न: ―म    र         ,     न  भ    छ  न         ‖ 

 India‘s legal journey has been cautious, deliberate, but steadily moving forward, 
positioning the Indian legal profession and domestic law firms as world players. 

 भ र       न न  य          ,          र     ,     न                     ,              

            औ           फ                           बन र       

 

 

  Number of single-teacher schools in India in 
2024-25 

 2024-25                                  

     

 1.04 lakh. These schools catered to 33,76,769 
students — an average of about 34 students per school. 

 1.04      य      33,76,769 छ                न  र   

   —          म  औ  न  गभग 34 छ    

 The highest number of ―single-teacher‖ schools is in 
Andhra Pradesh, followed by Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka and Lakshadweep. 

  ब             म  ―            ‖              

म    , इ    ब           ,       ,        ,        और 

           न     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EU member nations 
begin gradual rollout 
of digital border 
system 
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 European Union member countries began rolling out the new Entry/Exit System 
(EES) at the bloc‘s external borders, electronically registering non-EU nationals‘ data. 

 य र   य                  न         ब  र    म     र न       /        म (EES)      ग  

 रन        य ,    म  ग र-ईय  न ग र            इ      न                  य     ग   

 It is an automated system that requires visitors to register at the border by scanning 
their passport and having their fingerprints and photograph taken. 

 य                        म   ग                    न  रन  और   न  उ ग  य      

 न  न और फ      न       र    म   र      र   रन           

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Madagascar leader 
flags power-grab bid, 
Army claims control 

                      

                    , 

                       

     

 A mutinous Army unit 
declared on Sunday that it 
was taking control of all 
Madagascar military forces 
as President Andry 
Rajoelina said an ―attempt to 
seize power illegally‖ was 
under way. 

                     न         

                   भ  

                      नय    

   र     ,  ब               

         न         ―        

                      

    ‖    र       
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 The CAPSAT contingent of administrative and technical officers had joined thousands of 
protesters in the city centre on Saturday in a major shift in a more than two-week anti-
government protest movement. 

      न  और   न          रय      CAPSAT    न                                       

  र        म     म     र                         -                    म     ब   ब     

  य   

 The unit had earlier declared that it would ―refuse orders to shoot‖ and criticised the 
gendarmerie, who have been accused of using heavy-handed tactics against anti-
government protesters, causing several deaths. 

 इ  इ  ई न                         ―                             र  र ग ‖ और             

    न    ,   न  र  र  र -  र        न   रय          फ          रन      र     ,        ई 

म     ई     

 But on Sunday, the CAPSAT officers claimed that ―from now on, all orders of the Malagasy 
Army will originate from CAPSAT headquarters‖. 

     न          , CAPSAT            न         य     ― ब   ,  भ                        

CAPSAT             र     ग  ‖ 

 The officers said they had named General Demosthene Pikulas as the head of the Army — 
a post that had been vacant since the former head was appointed minister of armed forces 
last week — although it was not clear if the posting could be considered official. 

       रय   न         उ   न                                   म    नय     य     — य     

  छ    म                                          न     ब             —         य     

न          इ   नय                म न             य  न     
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Thalassemia patients flag shortage of leukocyte filter sets, iron chelation 
drugs 

                                        औ                              

              

 The haemoglobin level among a section of thalassemia patients in Kerala is reportedly 
falling even after transfusion of blood as leukocyte filter sets that are used to prevent 
adverse reactions are in short supply. 

      म    छ                                               ब   भ  reportedly    र      

                  य       र  न         उ य ग       न                             म      

 Functionaries of the Kozhikode-based Blood Patients Protection Council, Kerala, also 
say that iron chelation drugs, which are essential to protect those receiving blood from iron 
overload, too have not been available for a year. 

                                      ,                 रय   न  य  भ  ब  य          

            ,                                          ब  न                ,   छ   

          उ    न        

 Thalassemia is an inherited blood disorder which is caused by the body‘s inability to 
produce enough haemoglobin, the protein in red blood cells that transports oxygen from 
the lungs to the tissues and carbon dioxide to the lungs. 

                                         र र     य              (                   

                           और    फ फ                ऑ                  फ फ       

         ऑ               ) बन न  म    म          र           

 Regular blood transfusion and iron chelation therapy are among the treatments 
available. 

                 और                    उ            म         

Fewer transfusions 

             

 Kareem Karassery, president of the council, says that because of the unavailability of 
leukocyte filter sets in government medical college hospitals and government 
hospitals, most patients are averse to taking blood transfusion. 

   उ                        न                                     और        

        म                                     र          मर                 र    

    

 Though two units of blood are required to maintain the haemoglobin level in the blood, the 
patients are seen to be taking only one fearing adverse reactions. 

                      बन   र न                                      ,     न        

              र    मर                       र       

 This brings down the haemoglobin level in their blood to an abnormal situation, he says. 

 उ   न         इ    उन   र  म                               गर          

 ―Also, a large amount of iron is deposited in their body after the blood transfusion. Due to 
the shortage of iron chelation drugs, this is likely to affect their heart, liver, and other 
internal organs,‖ he says. 

 उ   न     , ―                   ब   उन    र र म  ब   म    म        म                   

                         र  य  उन      ,      औ                      भ      र 

        ‖ 

 Sources said the government had issued an order to the hospitals to go for local 
purchase to tide over the crisis. 

       न  ब  य           न  इ           न  न                                   रन     

       र    य      

 Sources at the Government Medical College Hospital, Kozhikode cite the financial 
crunch faced by the government for the delay in procuring new stock. 
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                          ,                  न  न          र   म    र       र        

                            ब  य   

 Tenders have been called and the fresh stock of drugs and leukocyte filter sets are likely 
to be made available this week itself, they add. 

 उ   न  ब  य            र      ग     और                                          

  भ             उ     र    य     ग   

 

WTI report highlights crucial role played by India‘s forest protectors 

 WTI                                                                       

 India‘s forest protectors play a crucial role in conservation efforts, as highlighted in a report 
on 25 years of support for wildlife warriors by the Wildlife Trust of India (WTI). 

 भ र      न र     र    य     म     म       भ  म    नभ      ,                फ     ऑफ 

       (WTI)   र    र                           25               म  उ  गर   य  गय      

 The report, ―Guardians of the wild: supporting India‘s frontline forest staff‖, features 540 
rangers who were killed or injured in the line of duty. It includes personal narratives from 
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the field. 

 य   र    , "         ऑफ       :               ‘          फ       फ", म  540          

    य  गय          न            र न म र  ग  य    य      इ म                     भ     म      

 A WTI spokesperson said the report was released by Kirtivardhan Singh, Union Minister 
of State for Environment, Forest, and Climate Change, in Abu Dhabi on Saturday. 

    WTI      न         य   र            ,    औ                                        

  र                          र     गई  

 The report spotlights the critical role and immense challenges faced by India‘s frontline 
forest staff, the ―unsung heroes‖ safeguarding the rich biodiversity in the country. 

 य   र     भ र                             र    मन       न                      औ        

           र              ,                               र    रन       ―          ‖     

 India‘s Van Rakshaks, known globally as forest rangers, are responsible for protecting 
more than 1,100 protected areas and numerous other forests and natural habitats. 

 भ र           ,             र  र फ                     , 1,100                      और 

 न        ग                        र                र     

 Their duties include round-the-clock patrolling, wildlife monitoring, mitigating human-
wildlife conflict, combating wildlife crime, and responding to emergencies, often under 
life-threatening conditions. 

 उन          म                      ,              ,     -                      , 

                     , और                                 म    ,      र     -      

               म    य           

 The WTI launched the Van Rakshak Project (VRP) in 2000 with support from the 
International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW). 

 WTI न  2000 म            फ   फ            फ    (IFAW)      य ग                    

(VRP)         

 It aimed at building a well-equipped and motivated force of frontline forest staff across 
India. 

 इ    उ      र  भ र  म            औ                          नम     रन      

 The project has supported more than 21,000 personnel nationwide through a diverse 
range of capacity-strengthening initiatives. 

 इ    रय  न  न           21,000                        -                                 

म  म       य      न        

 A key component of the VRP is the Supplementary Accident Assurance Scheme, which 
offers immediate financial assistance to frontline forest staff in the event of injury or death 
in the line of duty. 

 VRP        म                                 ,                                      म  

     इन  न  म    रय                           न  र       

 Since 2001, financial aid has been provided to 367 frontline staff or their families, with 
nearly 74% of these cases involving fatalities. 

 2001   , 367                                            य    य      गई   ,   नम   गभग 74% 

                  म  र       

 During the COVID-19 pandemic, WTI extended support to 173 families of forest staff who 
lost their lives through a dedicated Conservation Heroes COVID Casualty Fund. 

 COVID-19              र न, WTI न                            फ      म  म      न     न 

        173                                 य      न     

 ―This report honours the courage, resilience, and sacrifice of India‘s Van Rakshaks and 
highlights the urgent need for more investment, recognition, and support for those who 
protect our natural heritage,‖ WTI‘s Executive Director and IUCN Councillor Vivek 
Menon said. 

 ―य   र     भ र                     ,      औ               न  र      और उन   ग          

          ,       औ                          उ  गर  र          म र          

         र    र     ,‖ WTI                    औ  IUCN                      न       
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Natural farming gains traction in Himachal 

                                          

 The hill State‘s flagship Prakritik Kheti Khushhal Kisan Yojana (PK3Y) and MSPs have 
helped farmers to steadily shift away from chemical-based agriculture toward sustainable, 
non-chemical practices. 

       र                "                                (PK3Y)" और             

    (MSP) न      न                           र     औ     -                     र ब न  

म  म          

 Amid a national push for natural farming, farmers in Himachal Pradesh are gradually 
adopting chemical-free agricultural practices. Supported by State policies aligned with 
sustainable farming, the hill State is witnessing a quiet transformation that seeks to balance 
farmer welfare with environmental conservation. 

                    र                        ब  ,                    न   र -  र       -

                      न  र                                            य ग    य        र   

           और                  ब        न बन न                 र   न     र       
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 Sunil Kumar, 42, a farmer from Balakrupi village in Kangra district, expressed satisfaction 
after receiving a payment of ₹2.25 lakh for 25 quintals of turmeric this year. 

                                 42    य     न             न  इ      25                  

₹2.25                    रन     ब              य   

 ―Earlier, I used to sell naturally grown raw turmeric at ₹60 a kilogram locally. This time, the 
State government procured it at ₹90 a kg,‖ he said. 

 उ   न     , ―     म                                ₹60            न य       ब         

इ  ब र                  ₹90           र    ‖ 

 ―Natural farming has not only improved soil and plant health on my farm, but has also 
helped me reap better yields and profits than chemical-based farming,‖ he added. 

 उ   न   ग     , ―             न  न      म र               औ                      र    , ब   

                                    औ           रन  म  भ  म         ‖ 

 Mr. Kumar shifted to non-chemical natural farming three years ago after receiving training 
under the State government‘s flagship PK3Y scheme. 

      म र न                                      PK3Y                   रन     ब   

   -                          र      य   

 Launched seven years ago, PK3Y promotes non-chemical farming practices. So far, 3.06 
lakh farmers have been trained under the scheme, and 2.22 lakh farmers are practising it 
partially or fully on 38,437 hectares across the State. 

                        PK3Y          -                                   र        ब 

   3.06                                  , और 2.22           इ   38,437             

 र       य               न  र       

 Over two lakh farmers are certified under CETARA–NF (Certified Evaluation Tool for 
Agriculture Resource Analysis), a self-assessment tool devised under PK3Y to certify 
natural farming practitioners. 

                      CETARA–NF (                                         

     )         म       ,                                                         PK3Y 

       बन य  गय      -                  

 Rishu Kumari, 37, a master trainer and natural farmer from Jamanabad village in Kangra 
district, said she sold 10 quintals of naturally grown wheat to a government agency at ₹60 
a kg compared with ₹22 a kg in the local market earlier. 

                                37    य म  र    नर और               ऋ          न         

उ   न                        10               ₹60          म   र  र           ब   ,  ब   

     इ     न य ब   र म  ₹22          म  ब  न           

 Ms. Kumari and other women farmers now plan to increase the area under wheat 
cultivation. 

        म र  और    म         न  ब                                 य  न  बन  र       

 ―The farmers are far more independent now with natural farming, as it has reduced our 
dependence on the market. We can produce all inputs on our farms,‖ she said. 

 उ   न     , ―                        न  ब   फ             ग    ,       इ     म र        

            म  ई      म   न        म   भ       इन      य र  र         ‖ 

 The State government has been promoting natural farming by introducing a minimum 
support price (MSP) for naturally grown crops such as maize (₹40 a kg), wheat (₹60 a kg), 
and raw turmeric (₹90 a kg) under PK3Y. 

           न                           रन         PK3Y            (₹40         ),      

(₹60         ) और         (₹90         )      फ                            (MSP) 

  ग    य      

 ―With the government now supporting us through MSP, it will build up a market for such 
crops. Until now, natural and chemically grown produce were treated alike for pricing in local 
mandis,‖ said Ramesh Chand, a farmer from Mandi district. 

                  न          न     , ― ब  ब  र  र MSP                                 , 

   य      फ                       य र  र ग    ब   ,         और र   य न        उग ई गई 

उ                                 र ब            ‖ 

 Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said, ―We want people to take up natural farming 
as it is sustainable. It is not only healthy for farmers, who often fell ill due to chemical 
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sprays, but also environmentally friendly and yields chemical-free, nutrition-rich crops.‖ 

                            न     , ― म               ग                न          य      

    य  न                               ,      र                                  , 

ब                     भ     और      -   ,                    फ            ‖ 

 

Abel laureate Masaki 
Kashiwara changed how 
algebra meets analysis 

                    

                  

        औ            

                      

     

 Masaki Kashiwara, the 
Abel Prize laureate, 
transformed the way algebra 
and analysis intersect in 
modern mathematics. 

               ,             

      , न      न  ग    म  

        और            र र 

  ब       र       ब     य   

 His big breakthrough in 
representation theory came 
about a decade after he proved 
the Riemann-Hilbert 
correspondence. 

      -                    

 रन               , उन   ब   

                

(representation theory) म  

म       य ग  न   मन   य   

 Although representation 
theory belongs to mathematics, 
it is very important to quantum 
physics. 

 य                            

  ब       ,     न य               

                       

 Physicists often use 
representation theory to 
describe the behaviour of 
electrons and photons. 

                र          

          उ य ग           औ  

फ                      न  रन  

        र       

 
 

Masaki Kashiwara and the 
Abel Prize 
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                औ              

 In March this year, the Japanese mathematician Masaki Kashiwara found out over a Zoom 
call that he had been awarded the Abel Prize, one of mathematics‘ highest honours, for ―his 
fundamental contributions to algebraic analysis and representation theory.‖ 

 इ           म ,     न  ग                                   र य             उ        

              न    य  गय    ,    ग               न   म          , ―                 औ  

                                    ‖         

 Dr. Kashiwara had started developing parts of his Abel-winning work when he was 23 years 
old. He is now 78. 

   .       र  न    न                   ब       य       छ        र 23            म    म     

  य         म न म     78            

 At the time, enrolled as a postgraduate student at the University of Tokyo, he began working 
with D-modules — a method allowing mathematicians to study systems of partial 
differential equations using algebraic tools. 

 उ   मय,  ब                   म        र छ     , उ   न    -      (D-modules)  र   म 

      य  — य      र             ग                         (Partial Differential 

Equations)      यन ब  ग    य उ  र       म  म     र          

 These equations are commonly found across various scientific disciplines. 

 य   म  र                      म   म  र  र              

 By 1980, Dr. Kashiwara had used his theory of D-modules to prove the Riemann-Hilbert 
correspondence — one of 23 famous problems posed by the German mathematician 
David Hilbert in 1900. 

 1980   ,   .       र  न    न    -                उ य ग  र        -              

(Riemann-Hilbert correspondence)          य  — य   म न ग                   र  1900 

म       23             म            

 Three of Hilbert‘s problems remain unsolved to this day. 

            न  म                      

 French mathematician Dr. Pierre Schapira, who has collaborated with Dr. Kashiwara for over 
five decades, wrote in April this year that ―Kashiwara could (even should) have won the 
Fields Medal at the International Congress of Mathematicians in 1982.‖ 

         ग       .             ,      न    .       र                             मय    

  य ग   य    , न  इ           म          ―            1982                               

फ                         ‖ 

 The Fields Medal, another prestigious mathematics prize, is only awarded to mathematicians 
below the age of 40. 

 फ         ,    ग          और          र  र   ,      उन ग            य             40     

                      

 In 1982, the medal went to Alain Connes, William Thurston, and Shing-Tung Yau. 

 1982 म  य  म            ,            , औ      -              य  गय      

 Dr. Schapira speculated that Kashiwara did not win because ―his work was too innovative 
to be understood at that time.‖ 

   .     र  न   न म न  ग य           र       र  र न     म         ―                     

                                   ‖ 

Riemann-Hilbert Correspondence 

      -              

 Differential equations describe how one quantity changes with respect to another — for 
instance, how a car‘s speed changes with time. 

             (Differential Equations) ब              र       र  र                  ब        

— उ   र        ,      र                        ब         

 Solving such equations helps determine whether the car is speeding up or slowing down 
and by how much. 

      म  र           रन     य                   र                      , और    न   
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 The Riemann-Hilbert correspondence concerns a special kind of differential equations 
called linear partial differential equations. 

      -                          र          म  र         ब                         

            (Linear Partial Differential Equations)              

 Example: When baking a cake, heat spreads from the oven‘s surface to the cake‘s center at 
different speeds; this can be described using a partial differential equation tracking 
temperature change over time and space. 

 उ   र :  ब             र     ,      न    गम     -                     र फ       ; इ   

                     म  म         य                    औ                

                             

 Some solutions to equations are not well defined, such as y = 1/x being undefined at x = 0. 
Such points are called singularities. 

   छ  म  र        म   न               ,         y = 1/x  ब x = 0          ब                     

(Singularities)              

 Following the solutions of partial differential equations around singularities leads to a 
phenomenon called monodromy. 

             म  र        म   न             ब           र    र  न  र   रन               

(Monodromy) न म   भ   उ            

 Analogy: Imagine a spiral staircase; each step represents a solvable point of the equation, 
and the center is the singularity. After one complete turn, you don‘t return to the same level 
— this is monodromy. 

       :               (Spiral Staircase)      न   र ;  र       म  र           य   

 ब           न     र      और                      र    र  ग न     ब      उ    र  र न    

      — य                 

 Hilbert wondered whether, given a singularity and its monodromy, one could reconstruct 
the corresponding differential equation — this question formed the Riemann-Hilbert 
problem. 

       न  य     उ  य     य    म          और उ                    ,        म   ब     

                 न  न म    र         — य           -                      

 Peter Deligne, a Belgian mathematician, proved the Riemann-Hilbert correspondence in 
1970. 

           ,    ब   यम    ग    , न  1970 म       -                       य   

 A decade later, Zoghman Mebkhout and Masaki Kashiwara independently extended the 
proof to more general settings, with Kashiwara using his D-module theory. 

        ब  ,              और                न             इ              

                        य ,    म        र  न    न    -                उ य ग   य   

‗A New Horizon‘ 

 ‗            ‘ 

 Dr. Masaki Kashiwara‘s work was part of a larger project initiated by his advisor Mikio Sato, 
a Japanese mathematician credited with launching the field of algebraic analysis in 1959. 

   .                     य  उन         र               र          ग     ब            

       ,      1959 म                   (Algebraic Analysis)                      य   य  

         

 Algebra is the branch of mathematics that deals with variables (x, y) and their 
relationships, while analysis provides a theoretical foundation for calculus. 

         (Algebra) ग                        (x, y) और उन                ब       ,  ब   

       (Analysis)     (Calculus)                    र    न  र       

 Among other things, analysts focus on how to solve differential equations, which describe 
how one quantity changes with respect to another. 

        इ  ब    र   न        र                       (Differential Equations)         

     य     ,                    म       र  म                  ब         
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 Even though differential equations are common in the sciences, they are very difficult to 
solve. 

 य                    न म   म   ,     न उ                  ठ           

 Except for the simplest cases, no explicit formulae exist to solve most differential equations. 

   छ  ब    र  म म       छ   र,               म  र           रन                    

(Explicit Formulae) न        

 Sato‘s algebraic analysis aimed to avoid solving individual differential equations 
directly. 

                             ग        म  र                                 

              य       

 Instead, he wanted to use the tools of algebra to study how certain partial differential 
equations (PDEs) behave. 

 इ    ब  य,    य     न                छ                         (PDEs)          र 

 र     , इ      यन                                उ य ग  रन            

 This approach helped mathematicians study all solutions of a system of PDEs rather than 
just individual solutions. 

 इ         न  ग                  ग   म   न न    ब                               

                           यन  रन  म    म बन य   

 According to Arvind Nair of TIFR, Mumbai, moving analytical questions into algebraic 
frameworks allows mathematicians to use powerful algebraic tools for studying PDEs. 

             (     फ  ,      )     न   र,                                   म       न     

ग          PDEs      यन                                     उ य ग  रन      न म   

 म        

 Algebraic analysis also sought to bridge the two mathematical domains — algebra and 
analysis — which were previously believed to be independent. 

                  न     ग    य       —         औ         —    ब                  य   

  य ,                म न           

 As a result, researchers could solve problems from one domain using tools from the 
other. 

   र  म   ,                    म           र                                   र 

         

 In a 2024 paper, Dr. Pierre Schapira, Kashiwara‘s long-time collaborator, called this 
advancement ―a new horizon in mathematics.‖ 

 2024 म                  म ,   .             ,          र       ब   मय      य ग    , न  इ   ग   

   ―                    ‖      

 Dr. Kashiwara carried forward Sato‘s dream when he began working on D-modules as a 
student. 

   .                                      ,  ब उ   न  छ   र         -      (D-modules) 

 र   म       य   

 According to Dr. Schapira, Kashiwara‘s work on D-modules gave mathematicians ―the tools 
to treat general systems of linear partial differential equations‖ instead of one equation 
at a time. 

   .            न   र,   -       र       र       य  न  ग          य  ―                  

                                            ‖    न    , ब  य   -    म  र   र 

  न        रन      

 Instead of solving one PDE in detail, D-modules allowed mathematicians to study how entire 
classes of equations behaved under different conditions. 

         PDE        र        रन     ब  य,   -      न  ग          य   म न  म    म बन य  

                                                                    

 In his work, Dr. Kashiwara recast the Riemann-Hilbert correspondence as a relationship 

between D-modules and perverse sheaves — mathematical objects representing systems 
of polynomial equation solutions (e.g., x² + y² = 0). 

   न    य  म ,   .       र  न       -              (Riemann-Hilbert Correspondence)    

  -      और            (Perverse Sheaves) —                  (Polynomial 
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Equations)     म   न           य                (     x² + y² = 0) —    ब        ब         म  

                   

 According to Dr. Nair, this can be seen as a ―dictionary between two types of 
mathematical objects.‖ 

   .          न   र, इ   ―                                       ‖       म          

         

 In Hilbert‘s version, the dictionary involved partial differential equations, their 
singularities, and monodromies. 

                म  य                           , उन             

(Singularities) और           (Monodromy)      ब         

 Dr. Kashiwara‘s reformulation expanded the scope of the correspondence beyond 
Hilbert‘s original setting. 

   .                  ठ  न  इ                   (Scope)             म     रभ         फ  

              

 According to Apoorva Khare, Associate Professor of Mathematics at IISc Bengaluru, ―the 
original problem was far more restricted than the one Kashiwara solved.‖ 

           , ग                                    फ  र,     न   र ―                  

        ,                                                   ‖ 

Representation Theory 

                 

 About a decade after Dr. Kashiwara proved the Riemann-Hilbert correspondence, he 
made another big breakthrough in representation theory. 

   .            र       -                 रन      गभग        ब  , उ   न                  

(Representation Theory) म     और ब    फ              

 Though part of mathematics, representation theory is crucial in physics, especially 
quantum physics. 

 य  य                   ,     न य        ,       र              म       म           

 Physicists use it as a language to describe the behaviour of electrons and photons. 

 भ         न  इ    उ य ग         औ  फ                                   म  न          

      म   र       

 Representation theory expresses complex mathematical objects using simpler forms. 

     न                                         म      र       

 Example: Groups – sets describing all ways to change an object‘s position (rotation, flipping, 
movement). 

 उ   र :      (Groups) –      म                       ब  न      भ   र     (  म न , उ  न , 

  न    र   रन )               

 Each such transformation is called an element of the group. 

            र   न                 (Element)              

 Groups are difficult to study because they contain too much information. 

  म          यन    न               उनम                            

 Representation theory simplifies groups by converting them into matrices — grids of 
numbers or symbols. 

     न            म               (Matrices) म  ब   र उ    र  बन       — य न         य  

              म   

 Each group element corresponds to a specific matrix. 

                                   म            

 This matrix-based idea applies to other mathematical objects too. 

 य                           ग    य        र भ    ग           

 One key example is the quantum group, created in the 1980s by mathematicians and 
physicists. 

     म   उ   र             (Quantum Group)   ,      1980        म  ग       और 

भ          न           य      
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 This is where Dr. Kashiwara made another significant contribution. 

 य     र   .          न    न   ग   म               

Moving on a Graph 

            

 In 1990, Dr. Kashiwara invented crystal bases, a new way to represent quantum groups. 

 1990 म ,   .          न           (Crystal Bases)         र   य ,        म  म        

    न        नय   र        

 George Lusztig of MIT independently discovered crystal bases at the same time. 

 MIT                न  भ  उ    मय            इ         र   य   

 Consider a 2D graph with x- and y-axes. A point can be represented as a vector (arrow from 
origin to that point). 

      -          (2D graph)    म  x औ  y       ,  र     ब            (Vector)       म  

    य             (   म      उ   ब              )  

 These vectors can be expressed as combinations of movements along axes. 

 इन                                              म       य              

 Example: To reach [5, 3], move 5 units on x-axis and 3 units on y-axis. 

 उ   र : [0, 0]    [5, 3]        न         x-      5         और y-      3         ब    

 Mathematicians call these unit movements bases. 

 ग     इन     ग  य           (Bases)          

 According to Dr. Apoorva Khare, Kashiwara turned the basis of quantum groups into 
graphs, creating a combinatorial tool that solved many representation theory problems. 

   .               न   र,                                                           ,       

                (Combinatorial Tool) बन     न                      ई  म        

 म   न   य   

 This made computations easier and gave deeper insights into quantum groups. 

 इ                    और                               ई  

 Dr. Nair (TIFR, Mumbai) said he uses Kashiwara‘s Riemann-Hilbert formulation daily in 
his work. 

      फ  ,            .      न              न    य  म       न                  -      

          उ य ग  र       

 Dr. Nair works on representation theory and algebraic geometry, which uses algebra to 
solve geometric problems. 

   . न यर                 और              (Algebraic Geometry)  र   य   र     ,    

   म  य  म            रन         ब  ग       उ य ग  र       

 Dr. Kashiwara‘s greatest contribution is building bridges between different mathematical 
domains. 

   .              ब   ब   य ग  न    भ                                     

 His D-module work connects differential equations, algebra, and topology (study of 
spaces unchanged under deformations). 

 उन     -      (D-module)   य               ,         और          (      न      

  यन      छ   र   न      न    ब    )              

 This allows using tools of one domain to solve problems in another — like Teflon coatings 
used for low-oil cooking originally meant for aircraft. 

 इ              उ  र       उ य ग    र          म            रन  म    य             —      

                                             बन ई गई     , ब   म                       म  

  म  ई   

 At 78, Dr. Kashiwara is still building bridges for mathematics. 

 78            म  भ    .          ग                        र र       
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A mere four 
mutations help the 
naked mole rat fix 
its DNA and live 
longer 

                  

                  

      ठ        

औ              

                  

        

Naked Mole Rat‘s 
Longevity and DNA 
Repair Mechanism 

           (Naked 

Mole Rat)            

औ                  

 The naked 
mole rat 
(Heterocephalus 
glaber) is a small, 
hairless rodent native to 
East Africa, and 
famous for living an 
astonishingly long time, 
up to around 37 years, 
nearly 10 times longer 
than mammals of similar 
size. 

           
(Heterocephalus 

glaber)    छ   ,  बन  

ब                           

         म    न        

और य    न       37 

            य  न  

                       , 

    म न    र    

 न   रय       गभग 10 

              

 Scientists have 
long suspected its 
remarkable longevity 
comes from adaptations 
that keep its DNA 
intact. 

      न    ब   मय    य  

म न   र         इ    

                उन 
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          (adaptations)      र        इ                  (intact) र        

 As we age, DNA damage accumulates in our cells. Normally, cells repair these breaks using 
molecular pathways, but inefficiencies cause genome instability, leading to ageing and 
disease. 

     -      म ब           ,  म र           म            (DNA damage)                     

  म    ,          इ              (molecular pathways)    म  म         र     ,     न 

  म          र               (genome instability) उ          ,           औ            

     र  बन       

 One molecule known to influence this process is cyclic GMP-AMP synthase (cGAS). In 
humans and mice, cGAS detects foreign DNA (e.g., from viruses) and triggers immune 
responses. 

           इ     य      भ      र     ,       cyclic GMP-AMP synthase (cGAS)         

औ        म , cGAS              (             )         ग       और                

(immune response)      र       

 However, it also suppresses one of the main DNA-repair systems, called homologous 
recombination (HR). As a result, human cGAS can make 
cells more prone to ageing and cancer. 

        , य   र र     म                             ,      

                    (HR)            ,          भ      

  र  म   ,      cGAS                    औ              

          न    बन           

 Scientists wondered whether the naked mole rat might have 
evolved cGAS to help DNA repair instead of hindering it. 

      न    न  य    नन                              (naked 

mole rat) न    न  cGAS              (evolution)   य        

                          , न    उ   ब      र       

 A new study led by Tongji University, published in Science, tested this hypothesis. 

                    र          और Science       म            न    यन न  इ    र  न  

            

 The researchers compared cGAS genes and proteins of naked mole rats, humans, and 
mice. 

           न           ,        औ           cGAS     औ              न      

 Using genetic engineering, they switched specific amino acids between species and 
observed the effects on DNA repair. 

                     (genetic engineering)    उ य ग  र  , उ   न       य      ब     छ 

           (amino acids)       न-   न   य  और              र उ     भ       नर    

  य   

 Experiments were performed in cell cultures, fruit flies, and mice to test how these 
changes affected genome stability, cellular ageing, and lifespan. 

 इन         र   न                 ,                औ           र  भ          न         

        , फ         औ         र  य ग     ग   

 The team found that in humans and mice, cGAS interferes with homologous recombination, 
but in naked mole rats, cGAS enhances it. 

   म न    य            औ        म  cGAS                                     ,     न    

         म  य  उ                 (enhances)  

 The reason was four amino acid substitutions in cGAS‘s structure, allowing it to bind DNA 
longer after damage instead of being removed quickly. 

 इ      र     cGAS      र न  म                       (four amino acid 

substitutions),    न  इ          ब                                      न म     , ब  य 

इ       य                   

 This prevented cGAS from being tagged for destruction by ubiquitination. 

 इ    cGAS                (ubiquitination)    य    र                               र    

गय   

 Instead, naked mole rat cGAS brought together two repair proteins – FANCI and RAD50, 
speeding up homologous recombination and fixing DNA breaks efficiently. 
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 इ    ब  य, न  छछ   र    cGAS               – FANCI औ  RAD50          य ,       

                           और                                     ई  

 Cells with this modified cGAS showed fewer signs of stress-induced ageing. 

 इ          cGAS               म      -                               

 When scientists inserted the same four amino acid changes into human cGAS, it stopped 
harming DNA repair. 

  ब      न    न                                cGAS म      ,    य                 

                            

 This discovery shows that longevity can evolve not just by improving repair enzymes but 
also by weakening harmful regulators. 

 य                           (longevity)                                            न   , ब   

                  (regulators)     म  र  रन     भ              

 In the naked mole rat, evolution ‗flipped‘ the role of cGAS, supporting the idea that efficient 
DNA repair is a key defence against ageing. 

 न  छछ   र म ,       (evolution) न  cGAS    भ  म      ‗   ‘     ,       य      र  म        

                                                        

 Researchers wrote: ―Our work provides a molecular basis for how DNA repair activation 
contributes to exceptional longevity during evolution in naked mole-rats.‖ 

           न      : ― म र    य  य             (molecular basis)    न  र              

                     (DNA repair activation)                                म  य ग  न 

        ‖ 

 Experts say reproducing this effect in humans or other species could open new 
therapeutic paths for age-related diseases. 

               न        य   इ   भ                            म    न: उ     य        ,    य  

  -                                        (therapeutic paths)              

 For example, medicines that adjust how cGAS interacts with DNA might help maintain 
genome integrity without compromising the immune system. 

 उ   र        ,              cGAS औ                                          ,    

                (genome integrity) बन   र न  म  म    र        ,  बन             

(immune system)     भ          
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Great Nicobar revives the issue of nature‘s legal rights 

                                                                 

Great Nicobar Island Development Plan 

                             

 From an ecological point of view, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands are one of the 
world‘s major biological diversity hotspots, acting as a global carbon reservoir and 
climate regulator. 

                    ,        औ                 नय                               म     

     ,                      औ                      म    य   र       

 The development trajectory of the islands has been largely influenced by mainland India, 
often removed from the needs of an island ecology. 

                य    म                          भ     र     ,      र                   

                र       

 Current focus is on the Government of India‘s multi-crore mega-plan for Great Nicobar 
Island — construction of a power plant, township, transshipment port, and airport, 
affecting 13,000 hectares of pristine forests. 

    म न म    न                          - رو                 र                        — 

         ,        ,                  औ               नम   ,    13,000                     

    भ      र ग   

Essential Judicial Precedent 
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 A landmark judgment that could help Great Nicobar is the Niyamgiri Hills case under the 
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) 
Act, 2006. 

    म        न  य                   म    र                                ,          

          औ                        (                    )        , 2006         

 In its 2013 judgment, in Orissa Mining Corporation Ltd. vs Ministry of Environment & 
Forest, the Supreme Court addressed concerns of the Dongoria Kondh tribe resisting 
bauxite mining in the sacred Niyamgiri Hills of Odisha. 

   न  2013          म ,                                                          , 

           न                                        ब       य ,                            

                         फ      

 Following tribal protests threatening their culture, religion, and environment, the Court 
ordered a referendum in affected gram sabhas, which unanimously voted against the 
project. 

 उन           ,        औ                          र       न                          ब  , 

      न   भ                                      य ,    म                           

    फ       य  गय   

 The Court upheld the competence of gram sabha to safeguard traditions, cultural 
identity, community resources, and dispute resolution modes. 

       न                     बन   र                 ,               ,           

         औ                            र    र      

 Pertinent questions for the Great Nicobar project include whether the Tribal Council of 
Little and Great Nicobar was allowed to exercise competence in certifying forest rights 
under the Forest Rights Act before diverting forest land. 

                             म                         औ                                

                                         य ग  रन      न म      गई   ,                  

                               

 A report in this daily, ―Forest rights of tribal people were not settled for Nicobar project: 
council‖ (August 23, 2025), highlighted that the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
Administration had misrepresented to the Centre, claiming tribal rights under Forest 
Rights Act were settled before diverting forest land for the project. 

 इ     न   म   र म   र    , ―                                                        

         :        ‖ (23    , 2025), न  उ  गर   य            औ                    न  

                      , य        र           रय  न          न भ  म    न                    

                               य                 

Granting Rights to Nature in India 

                              

 What is happening in Great Nicobar is another example of big multipurpose projects 
becoming planned disasters, similar to Tehri, Koel Karo, and Sardar Sarovar. 

             म        र            और उ   र                                       र 

               म  ब          ,              ,           औ               

 To address failures of environmental law, countries like Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, and 
New Zealand adopted ‗earth jurisprudence‘ or ‗rights of nature‘, granting rights to non-
human natural entities (rivers, forests, mountains, ecosystems). 

                    फ          म   न  रन        ,         ,         ,        औ  

                   न  ‗              ‘    ‗               ‘   न  ,       -             

       (न  य  ,   ग ,     ,    र          )                 र       

 This approach was inspired by Christopher Stone‘s 1972 article, ‗Should Trees Have 
Standing? – Toward Legal Rights For Natural Objects‘, which argued that law only 
addressed human-related environmental damages and not damages to the environment 
itself. 

 य             फ         1972              र    , ‗Should Trees Have Standing? – 
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Toward Legal Rights For Natural Objects‘,    म  य        य  गय       न न          -

                           ब      र     , न                                 

 Stone suggested natural entities as right holders, legal standing in court, and direct 
beneficiaries of legal redress, but raised questions about their legal responsibility and 
ability to enter contracts or sue/be sued. 

   न न          य                                   बन य     ,                       

   , और                             बन य     ,     न य       उ  य        उ          

                       और                                            /                

    

 He proposed creating a guardianship body to initiate legal action and collect funds to 
preserve and restore natural entities. 

 उ   न                 बन न          र  ,                              और         

                औ                                   

 In India, 2017, the Uttarakhand High Court granted legal personhood to the Ganges and 
Yamuna rivers, and the Gangotri and Yamunotri glaciers in Mohd. Salim vs State of 
Uttarakhand and Others. 

        , 2017 म ,                   न       औ              , और        औ          

                           न   य , Mohd. Salim                  औ     म म   म   

 These entities were given rights and obligations only through a designated person, and 
although the Supreme Court stayed the ruling, guardianship responsibilities in the 
judgment could guide legal personhood design. 

 इन                  औ                          म  म        ग , और य               

    न  य  र      ग य ,  न  य म                                              म ग         

         

 Extending the Forest Rights Act to include legal personhood for natural entities is an option 
but requires clarity on specific rights and responsibilities of individuals upholding them. 

                          र  र                                   न            , 

    न इ                       और उ                                           र      

         

 An in-depth study is required on defining rights-bearing nature, what rights to 
recognise, who speaks for nature, and responsibility for protection. 

 इ                                                                       ,     

                       ,                            , औ                          

    

 Guidance can be drawn from Colombia‘s Atrato River case (2016), which recognised bio-
cultural rights — the right of ethnic communities to manage and protect territories and 
natural resources. 

 म ग    न                           (2016)      य            ,    न     -                  

   म        —                                    औ                            औ        

                

 Formation of a guardians commission should include representatives from indigenous 
people facing habitat destruction. 

               ग न                                   म   रन       ,                 
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The amount of sugar exported by India in 
2024-25 

 2024-25                                        

 7.75 lakh tonnes. India is estimated to have 
exported 7.75 lakh tonnes of sugar in the marketing 
season that ended September, AISTA said, urging 
the government to announce an early export quota for 
the new season. 

 7.75      न  AISTA     न   र,  न म  न     

   भ र  न  उ      न    म  7.75      न   न      नय    

  य         बर म   म     , और उ   न   र  र    न  

               नय                रन           य   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS


                 Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticIAS 

                      YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS 

                                                        Contact: 9971932488 

  

P
ag

e6
1

 

SIM-phony of scams: ordinary homes, extraordinary crimes 

               फ  :         ,               
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 Behind the hum of kitchens, chatter of tea stalls, and the calm of ordinary streets, tiny SIM 
boxes blink in silent rhythm, channeling international calls and powering ‗digital arrest‘ scams 
that drain crores from victims across India. 

 र  ई        ,   य        न      ब     , और   म                       छ , छ                 

 य म   म      ,    रर    य          न   र      और ‗        गर  र ‘                          र  

भ र  म                        न      र       

 Lavpreet Kaur peels back the curtain on how lax telecom checks, fragile banking systems 
and clever criminal networks transform everyday spaces into nerve centres of high-tech 
deception. 

           ब                           म    ,  म  र ब    ग    म और         र   न      

र  मर       ग       उ -  न                        म  ब            

 In a narrow lane of Hyderabad‘s Haz Baba Nagar, a modest home hummed with sounds that 
betrayed nothing unusual — a pressure cooker‘s whistle, a child‘s laughter, the clatter of steel 
plates. 

    र ब                            र  ग   म ,        र   र म                     छ    म   

         न             —    र    र        , ब          ,               न   

 But above the everyday chaos, a small device tucked quietly on a kitchen shelf blinked in 
coded rhythm. 

     न र  मर              ऊ र, र  ई         र        र      छ                  य म  

 म  र       

 It wasn‘t a Wi-Fi router, though it looked like one. Inside its sleek, rectangular shell, hundreds 
of calls were being routed from Cambodia to unsuspecting victims across India. 

 य     -फ         न      ,         य                इ       न ,  य    र           र,        

                  र  भ र  म   न  न             भ       र        

 In this unremarkable two-storey house in south Hyderabad, a global cybercrime syndicate 
had found an unlikely headquarters. 

         र ब      इ      र    -म       र म ,                               न        भ  

म    य       य      

 For weeks, the kitchen doubled as a command post. 

          , य                         म    म  र   र    

 As the family stirred curries and packed lunchboxes below, 28-year-old Hidayatullah climbed 
up to the shelf on cue from his overseas handler, swapping SIM cards, checking the power 
connection and resetting the device. 

  ब   र  र न     र       र      और    ब        र र     , 28    य              न        

        र    इ  र   र      र    ,            ब   र     ,    र  न  न      र र      और 

    इ  र      र र       

 To his neighbours, he seemed like any other young man; often home, moving around in track 
pants and a loose T-shirt, rarely stepping out except to collect food deliveries. 

   न       य                 य               ग ;   र  र  र,          और        -    म    म   

  ,   य      भ  ब  र  न    ,     य फ             न      

 To his family, he was simply between jobs. 

   न    र  र       ,    ब  न   रय      ब       

 They had no reason to suspect that their kitchen had turned into a nerve centre of a multi-
crore criminal enterprise. 

 उन       य         रन       ई   र  न          उन           ब - र                   

न      र बन गई     

 That illusion shattered when the police came knocking on September 11. 

 य   म  ब     गय   ब       11                 न   ई  

 Investigators say Hidayatullah had reassured his ageing parents, his brother, sister-in-law and 
young nephew that he had ―finally found work where he could mint loads of money‖. 

                 न            य      न    न  ब    म   -    , भ ई, भ भ  और छ    भ            

  य     उ न     र  र               य             ब     र        म           

 He warned them not to question him about his work or the device, even threatening to end 
his life if they did. 
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 उ न  उ        न           उ      म य            ब र  म       न  र , और  गर   य       न    न 

  न      म   भ      

 For months, the family continued with their routine, unaware that their home was a hub 
connecting scammers in Cambodia to victims across Telangana and beyond. 

 म  न     ,   र  र   न    न य   म   ग  र  , य  unaware    उन    र               म        र  

         और उ     ग                   न        ब बन गय      

 Hidayatullah‘s path to crime wasn‘t deliberate; it was desperate. 

     य                  र      नब   र न      ; य         म      

 Once a car dealer, he had watched his life unravel in quick succession: first losing money to 
addiction, then to a fraudulent investment scheme that wiped out over ₹16 lakh. 

    ब र            न     न   , उ न          उ       न          ब र गय :          म         य , 

 फर                             म  ₹16                न    न     

 Cornered and hopeless, he turned to the same friend who had lured him into the investment 
fraud. 

   न  म  और  नर  , उ न  उ           र      य     न  उ    न            म  फ   य      

 This time, the friend introduced him to a woman named Venisa, based in Cambodia, who 
promised a way to recover his losses. 

 इ  ब र, उ      न  उ            म      र     म                म   य ,    न  उ    न    न    

भर  ई    र           य   

 Her instructions were simple, but sinister: install a SIM box at home, connect it to 
broadband and feed it with SIM cards. 

 उ     न     र ,     न          :  र  र         इ      र , इ              न    र  और 

                 

 Each call it handled would be part of a sophisticated network that blurred international 
routes, spoofed caller IDs and allowed fraudsters to pose as government officials. 

  र          य    भ   ग ,      र    न                ग                            बन   , 

                       और   र   य       र  र                   म        न      न म         

 Hidayatullah would be paid for traffic, each blink of the device translating into profit. 

     य             फ         भ ग  न   य     ग ,     इ                      म    र      

  य     ग   

 Keeping the machine alive required hundreds of SIM cards, and that‘s where his network 
came in. 

 म  न          र न                                       , और य    ग          उ    

        य   

 Apart from him, police arrested two others, both authorised point-of-sale (POS) agents for 
Vodafone and BSNL. 

 उ         ,       न     और   ग       गर  र   य ,      न       फ   और                    

     -ऑफ-    (POS)          

 One of them, just 24, ran a small tea-and-samosa stall from a rented room in the same colony 
and another counter near the Mahatma Gandhi Bus Station in Imlibun, south Hyderabad. 

 उनम       ,      24       , उ       न          र       मर        छ      य-  म              

   और    और   उ  र                    ,        ,         र ब           

 The stall, investigators say, was a cover — a way to appear like an ordinary vendor while 
secretly supplying SIM cards in bulk to keep the operation running. 

    ,                 न    ,          —         र               म              ई      

 ब   ग                                   र        न         र     

 By the time police swooped in, they had uncovered over 500 SIM cards, with 80 plugged into 
the device and another 100 kept in reserve for future use. 

  ब           ई, उ   न  500                            ग य ,   नम     80        म   ग     

और    100 भ       उ य ग         र    म  र   ग      

 The criminal operation continued for seven months — from February to September 2025 — 
until it was finally brought to an end with the full scale still being assessed. 

   र         न                  — फर र         बर 2025    —  ब    इ          म   न    

  य  गय  और   र    म   भ  भ     न       न     
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A burgeoning scam 

                    

 What happened in his kitchen was no anomaly; it was a small node in a vast and rapidly 
growing web of digital deception. 

      छ उ         म    ,      ई    म     न  न      ; य     छ                    और      

   ब                          म   

 SIM boxes, or compact devices capable of masking international calls as local ones, have 
quietly become the weapon of choice for cybercrime syndicates behind the booming ‗digital 
arrest‘ scam. 

   म ब  , य            इ                         न य           म  छ   न  म    म   , 

       ब     ई ‗        गर  र ‘              छ                                         

   य र बन ग      

 In less than two months, Telangana Police, working with the Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT), dismantled two such networks. 

    म  न      भ   म  मय म ,               ,               (DoT)          म  र     ,        

न          म    र   य   

 The numbers reveal the scale of the menace. So far in 2025, 898 people across Telangana 
have fallen prey to these scams, collectively losing ₹55.7 crore, according to data from the 
Telangana Cyber Security Bureau (TGCSB). 

        इ    र       म न          र       2025 म   ब   ,     ग न  भर म  898   ग इन            

    र           , और      म   र ₹55.7         न    न      ,                              

(TGCSB)               न   र  

 During the same period, the State has reported 62,345 financial fraud cases, with losses 
soaring past ₹1,042.56 crore. 

 इ        म , र   न  62,345     य            म म             ,   नम  न    न ₹1,042.56         

        गय   

 Some 300 kilometres away, in Jannaram of Mancherial district, Telangana, investigators 
stumbled upon a near-identical set-up — this time inside a cramped, rented room with peeling 
blue walls and a bare stone floor. 

  गभग 300     म  र   र,                        ,     ग न  म ,                गभग  म न    -

    म   — इ  ब र      ग,   र       मर        र,      न        र  उ   र       और  म न   र    

    

 On a thin mat lay five SIM boxes, their tiny lights blinking in mechanical rhythm. 

            ई  र              र     ,   न   छ    र  न  म  न     र      र       

 A modem and inverter kept the system alive during power cuts, while a whirring air-
conditioner prevented the devices from overheating as they pushed through hundreds of calls 
daily. 

    म   म और इन   र  ब               र न    म         र      ,  ब     म       यर-

     नर उ  र       गम    न     र                 र   न              र       

 At first glance, it looked like nothing more than an improvised workspace. 

      न र म , य                    य                   

 The men behind it — an unemployed diploma holder, a farmer, a labourer and his younger 
brother — seemed as ordinary as their surroundings. 

 इ      छ          —    ब र  ग र     म    र ,        न,    म   र और उ    छ    भ ई — 

  न            र         र   ग र       

 But in just two months, they had routed calls that triggered 14 digital arrest scams across 
India — 11 in Telangana and one each in Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu — siphoning 
off at least ₹1.6 crore. 

     न         म  न   म , उ   न                 र  भ र  म  14         गर  र                य 

 र    —     ग न  म  11 और     , उ र      और   म न    म    -   — और  म     म ₹1.6 

      न         

 Their operation was eerily disciplined. 

 उन        न    ब  र      न           
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 Working between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., they mirrored government office hours, giving their 
deception a veneer of legitimacy. 

   ब  10 ब        म 5 ब        म  र     , उ   न   र  र    य   य     मय        ब  ब    य , 

      उन                         र   म    

 Each call they routed impersonated a law enforcement officer, scaring victims into 
transferring their life savings. 

 उन            न                              भनय   य ,            उन      न भर    

ब        फर  रन          र य   

 When investigators combed through the space, they found the operation‘s real backbone — 
230 SIM cards from Jio, Airtel and Vodafone Idea networks, illegally sourced from multiple 
locations, including Parvathipuram in Andhra Pradesh. 

  ब            न   ग            ,    उ   न       न         र     ई — 230                , 

       औ      फ                   ,     ई   न                         ग  
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