GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

PATRIOTIC LAS

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
THE HINDU NEWSPAP

13 OCTOBER 2025

YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Telegram Channel: _https://t.me/patrioticlAS

To watch an in-depth discussion on the topic, click on the
YouTube link below:
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

For regular updates on UPSC and PCS preparation, join
our Telegram Channel:_https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Pagel

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur )
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in P



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS
https://t.me/patrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

13 October 2025

PCS Special:

1.

Kaziranga director receives award for sustainability model

BTSN =S 3 FRRAT Uled & T REp R wre gain

Seychelles Opposition leader Herminie wins presidential run-off

A fueht Far s = Tgufa =-sifw Sfar

Diane Keaton, Oscar winner and star of films Annie Hall and
Godfather series, dead at 79

ST Bie, TP fadar 3R frey T 8T 3k s wrer R &1
WR, 79 94 &1 39 & A=

World’s oldest leader could extend his rule as Camerpon.votes
fay & I90 R AT U AR BT fIFR FX Tohd § Fifd Fa
H Hdqr gefl

Kaziranga director
receives award for
sustainability model

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Sonali Ghosh, the director
of Kaziranga National Park
and Tiger Reserve, has be-
come the first Indian to re-
ceive an international
award for innovation in na-
tional parks and protected
area sustainability.

She received the Kenton
R. Miller Award, constitut-
ed by the World Commis-
sion on Protected Areas
(WCPA), along with Ecua-
dor’s Roque Simon Sevilla
Larrea at a function in Abu
Dhabi on October 10.

The WCPA is one of six
technical commissions of

the International Union for
Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), a GUWAHATI glo-
bal network dedicated to
the conservation of nature
and the sustainable use of
natural resources.

A statement from the
IUCN said Dr. Ghosh was
recognised for champion-
ing a “model of conserva-
tion rooted in community
engagement, awareness-
building, and the seamless
integration of traditional
ecological knowledge with
modern scientific exper-
tise”. The model has been
impactful in the landscape
of Manas and Kaziranga in
Assam. it added.

Kaziranga director receives
award for sustainability model

PTo fe2e ) fRURar aisa
& foIe @R uTe gan

e Sonali Ghosh, the director of
Kaziranga National Park and Tiger
Reserve, has become the first Indian to
receive an international award for
innovation in national parks and
protected area sustainability.

WA 1Y, S PTSR APTT I 3R
TR Rord ot fFewrss &, It Sat
3R TRfera & fRRar & TarR & forg
SARTEY REPR YT B arell gt
YR &9 T8 B

e She received the Kenton R. Miller
Award, constituted by the World
Commission on Protected Areas
(WCPA), along with Ecuador’s Roque
Simon Sevilla Larrea at a function in Abu
Dhabi on October 10.

IBi 10 SFgaR DI 3g Ut & Ao
U JARIE H 908 HHIE 39 Mieaes
TRATS (WCPA) RT RITUd $e 3R,
IR R sETeR & e R Afer
ARST & 1Y U fpa|

e The WCPA is one of six technical
commissions of the International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), a
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global network dedicated to the conservation of nature and the sustainable use of
natural resources.

WCPA, $eX-RMd g0 BIR HoRAR 31 HaR (IUCN) & B¢ ddb-ito! aiafadl § 9 Th
2, Sl Upfa TeauT 3R Wipfae WYl & Fad STANT & forg Taffd ue af¥ye Sead 2|

A statement from the IUCN said Dr. Ghosh was recognised for championing a “model of
conservation rooted in community engagement, awareness-building, and the seamless
integration of traditional ecological knowledge with modern scientific expertise”.

IUCN & U 99 § g1 T o BT, 09 &1 “THer™ 3t YRR, SiR=&ar faafor, v
TRufYe wifRufae I S sy aa—e RRIvsar F Iy Jeo THH0r W 1enia
HR&IUT AiSd &I UIled B & [T Al 31 15|

The model has been impactful in the landscape of Manas and Kaziranga in Assam, it
added.
Y TS BT 3GH & AN 3R SR & URe=d ¥ Ageayul UG ST g, I8 i siveT 1|

Seychelles Opposition leader Seychelles Opposition leader

Herminie wins presidential run-off

Herminie wins presidential run-off gy fawat e afifht 3 zrpufar -

3P ST

e The Seychelles Opposition leader
Patrick Herminie won the presidential run-off
on Sunday, after a race dominated by
environmental and economic concerns.

‘ 2 & fauef 31 e gfeft = far =1
IFUd -3 S foraT, T Ut <1 & oG Sl
‘ ygtaruity 3R e frareit 9 murfad ot

e The Indian Ocean archipelago has the
highest wealth per capita in Africa — $18,000
& — but is vulnerable to climate change and
plagued by drug addiction.

| T T T
The Seychelles Opposition leader Patrick Herminie won the ﬁ g GI%I‘?TE tlﬁil?f:[ * uﬁT jﬂlgggfcl)a_%

presidential run-off on Sunday, after a race dominated by
environmental, economic concerns. The Indian Ocean archipelago

3R T=fteft qarsi &t @a ¥ difsa g1

has the highest wealth per capita in Africa — $18,000 — but is
vulnerable to climate change and plagued by drug addiction. AFP

Page3

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

pétdotic (-

Pathshaly
v patiotichas in

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Ageace France Presse

LOS ANGELES

Actress  Diane  Keaton,
known foe her Oscar-win
ning perfonsance In 1977
Anrie Hall snd ber robe in
My Godfather films, has
ched at age 79,

Detivils were ot imime-
dately available and Kes
sy hoves] cmes  have
asked for privacy, a Bamily
spokesperson told Prople,
which sk the actress died
on Saturday (n Caltforméa,

Keaon was a freguent
collaborator  of  director
Woody Allen, portraying
the tnakr character tn An-
sde Hall, the charming giedf
riend of Allen’s comic Alvy
Slhigger

The Slm ako gamered
Oscars for best phcture,
Best Srevion sed best ol
ginad screenplay, cement

Ing Kewton's place as one of
the Industry’s top actress:
5 2 ans affthesa sryde doon
as wel

The actres e bet
mark costarring In elgin
Allent movies, from May
Aguin, Saex (1972) o Man
Raman (2979) and Mook
tar Movder Mystery (re335)

b The Gatfarher Wlms,
she plaved Kay Adoens, the
grifend  ad  eventual
wife of Al Pacno's Michael
Corleone

Apart from the Alen
cannon, fans adored ber
portrayal ax Steve Mastin's
wite in 1991 comedy Father
of the Bride, as the nervous
wnd dering couple plan an
extrnagane woddng for
thaeir daughines

Late in her carcer, Kea
tom starred in Pwo movies
aont ging women: Book
Chelr (2045), with 25 mes

sage that Jove has no age,
and Mowms 2089, the story
of a termisally Ul woman
who moves 10 4 retirement
comnmunity 1o die, bur
winds up lorming & cheer
beachng sguad

A BAFTA and Golden
Globe Keaton
scored Oscar nominations
theew other times K best
actress, for Reds, Marvin's
Foom and Somsethsrgs’s Goe-
to Give.

winner,

‘lcomociastic”

The Academy of Motkon
Picture Arts and Sciences
home of the Oscars, sald =
2 tribute to Keagoe: “Some
actors  play  emotions
Diane Xeaon ved inside
thems*

In 2007, she was ho
nowred with s Lifie Ackrewe-
et Award by the Ameri
can Film Instiute, which

The American Fikm iretfuse hod Called Clane Keston
uncorwentions), xonoctaiic and lsBabomtre’ 4

called Kemon “uncotven-
domal, iconodastie  and
left-of-centre ™

“I feel so bucky o have
spent any tme with this
sarvellons woman, and
I'm heanbeoken that e &
one” saad actress Andie
MacDowell, whia strnnd in
Instrasgy Hero (1995), ane

of a hamadful of Alms Kesston
direcred.

Actress Bette  Midles,
who starred alongside Kea
e in the 1996 comedy
The Flrst Wives Clady, wiote
on Instagram thae Keaon
“weas hilariows, 8 complete
urigimal, and compleedy
withous gudle, of any of the

competinveness une
wonild have expected from
such a star. What you saw
wis who she was.ob la,
lalat™

Gokle Huwn, who wis
o in The First Wiwes
Club, sakd Kewton “left us
with a vl of fay dust,
fillod with partiches of light
and  memares  beyosd
Imagmation *

Infectious
As the Hollywood sexual
hacasament scandals desor
nated In kne 2017, cascad-
ing from peoducer Harvey
Weinsteln to heavywelght
actors such as Kevim Spar
ooy, od acousations of
child sex abese against A}
Tert by i adopeive datghe
o Dylan resurfaced.
“Woody Allem s my
frienad and T continoe o be-
leewe beee” Kewnom covetod

o Janwsary 2008

It was a rare encoumier
with congroversy Sor the
beloed actress

Keaton said she dud oo
“Me Too" complaines des
pioe hall 4 contury i the
S indusry

“Never. Maybe 1 just
wasn'l Barassment maste-
hal” she sid in o4 2009
mterview,

Reaston's inflections, sun-
my sl Uit up the screen
across the decades, and
she made popular a gurky
and liberatinz  fashion
wense first seen In Annie
Half that featured overste
hats and the Ighthearted
wie of messwesr bems

Stand on sgeing
As for agedeg, Kesnon sald
0 the 200 interview tha
Bo actmlly gt wider

“I think S0, because

what have you pot 10 Jose?
s Mhe &' the truth. That's
what it & You face It, we
talk about i,” she sald.

Boen Diace Hall i Los
Asgeles On Jaossary 3, 19946,
Keatom wis romasticaly
iwulved with Allers, Pacing
and Warrems Beatry, bae
e married.

“Most poogle b the pus
vies et married at some
point and then they di-
vorce, Buot | have pever
even gt marreed, [ am ()
fature.” she joked.

O she regret 12 “1
don’t think about it a bt
but I'm aware of the fict
that I'm unmesual i that re-
gard, and ssybe | did miss
out on something ~ ban
Ihen, nobody can law
everything, righe™

She & sevived by ber
two childres, Desser and
Duke

Diane Keaton, Oscar winner and star of films Annie Hall and Godfather series,
dead at 79

ST Pied, TP fAudr 3R fhed Tt gia ofik Mewrer IR &t ¥R, 70 af
#1139 A A=

Godfather films, has died at age 79.

1977 B Tl gTd A 3P NP fauiar Ue=iH iR ¢ Mewiex fherd & I7d fheR & forw
ST ST aTelt, 7 79 a9 & 39 | e 81 T

Known for her Oscar-winning performance in 1977’s Annie Hall and her role in The

Details were not immediately available and Keaton’s loved ones have asked for privacy, a

family spokesperson told People, which said the actress died on Saturday in California.
TSR R Iuasy et ot 3R dicd & e 3 Mu=iaar &1 77 &t 8, Ue TRaR yagar 3
frua & samn, S et T i it o1 wfFER @ Sferwifar § e gan

Keaton was a frequent collaborator of director Woody Allen, portraying the titular

character in Annie Hall, the charming girlfriend of Allen’s comic Alvy Singer.

Pl Fe®

I R

P DD Aedl RIR D1 3HYD Teiths i

The film also garnered Oscars for best picture, best director and best original

HeuRMt e, Tt gTer § &1 T o1 A foba, St wede

screenplay, cementing Keaton'’s place as one of the industry’s top actresses and an offbeat
style icon as well.
fhe 7 9d 9y o, wday FAdwe ok Td9y o vewur & forg ot sifws Sitd, o #ted
BT M I $1 2 ARG 3R T ST WISd P & U H Uadh! gaf|

(1972) to Manhattan (1979) and Manhattan Murder Mystery (1993).

The actress made her mark co-starring in eight Allen movies, from Play It Again, Sam

ST 7 U= U S8 3T TaH fber # Wg-31fig #vd §U, W 3¢ 3R, A9 (1972) ¥
AHR AFEE (1979) 3R AgeH AT Al (1993) I |

e InThe Godfather films, she played Kay Adams, the girlfriend and eventual wife of Al
Pacino’s Michael Corleone.
T MiewreR firedl §, 3= & TSW &1 fHeR AU, S 3rd U=l & HISHd SR ot
TathS SR sfdd: Tel 2|

e Apart from the Allen cannon, fans adored her portrayal as Steve Martin’s wife in 1991
comedy Father of the Bride, as the nervous and doting couple plan an extravagant wedding
for their daughter.
ToH 31 el & o, By A IaT S udie fova feea ifés ot ualt & U o 1991 Ft
FIAS! BTG 31 & A1S H, 551 Ig 199 3R WR HA aTel SISl U 3¢t BT AMGR QST B
IS 1T 5 |

e Late in her career, Keaton starred in two movies about aging women: Book Club (2018),
with its message that love has no age, and Poms (2019), the story of a terminally ill woman
who moves to a retirement community to die, but winds up forming a cheerleading squad.
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30 BRI & ofd H, Bicd A &l et § it foar gopt afgensit & SR &: §9 ¥4 (2018),
e ew o1 for WR 31 BIg 39 81 gldt, 3R UTRT (2019), U U SHRT J tifgd Afgan
?W@Wmﬁﬁﬁq&g%%@mﬁ%ﬁm&mﬁwmwm
I
e ABAFTA and Golden Globe winner, Keaton scored Oscar nominations three other times
for best actress, for Reds, Marvin’s Room and Something’s Gotta Give.

TH BAFTA 3R Ties @19 fastar, Ficd & qdag A= & e s/ dF IR i
e fire, Y5, mfds @1 ¥ 0 ok gufiv gt g & i

‘lconoclastic’
3T’

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, home of the Oscars, said in a tribute
to Keaton: “Some actors play emotions. Diane Keaton lived inside them.”

THsH 3T TR AR AT Ts AEAW, S PR F1 R 7, 7 e bl giofer i Hal:
"B SRR UGS B P 21 ST Fed 3% 3iax & 1

e In 2017, she was honoured with a Life Achievement Award by the American Film Institute,
which in January 2018.

2017 ¥, 3% 3rfvep+ fibew sReege gr1 a5w Srilade 3@Ts | JwATq fovar T, st
SRt 2018 T g3l

e |t was arare encounter with controversy for the beloved actress.
Tg firg Sifima & fo faae & 9ry U goly T ol

¢ Keaton said she had no “Me Too” complaints despite half a century in the film industry.
Bic A Fel o I U fihed I & oneft Tl & Sasig @is “Ht ¢ Rierad 78 off|

o “Never. Maybe | just wasn’t harassment material,” she said in a 2019 interview.
‘FHft 8T | A | 99 gRrade @1 Al 98 R, 3T 2019 F TETHR H FeTl

o Keaton’s infectious, sunny smile lit up the screen across the decades, and she made popular
a quirky and liberating fashion sense first seen in Annie Hall that featured oversize hats
and the lighthearted use of menswear items.

Died ! Topw, G A GXHM J D! T Th1 B AT foba, 3R IBi U SR
3R Yo B A9 dIH g ST S uget IR T gTa A <ar T, forad =i & sfararge
2TH 3R T30 & a%dl BT geb-Peh IUANT|

Stand on ageing
qeTd WX ok

e Asfor aging, Keaton said in the 2019 interview that life actually got easier.
Tgt T geTd &1 a1d ©, HIed 7 2019 & ATHR H Hgl [ Sia- arad § ST g1 |

¢ ‘| think so, because what have you got to lose? It’s like it’s the truth. That's what it is. You
face it, we talk about it,” she said.

“T3 T §, TP 3MTUP U o1 WA & T 82 I8 o b 78 T |1 781 §1 319 ST
T R §, 89 9% IR § o1 R §,” 381 HeTl

e Born Diane Hall in Los Angeles on January 5, 1946, Keaton was romantically involved with
Allen, Pacino and Warren Beatty, but never married.

ST g1 & =0 | S a1 Toied § 5 FFasY, 1946, Hicd &1 JHICH Sy Ta-, Tl 3R
IR S I 3@, Afp waft fanfga 7€t g3

e “Most people in the movies get married at some point and then they divorce. But | have never
even got married. | am (a) failure,” she joked.

ﬁwm%@q%ﬁmwwéﬁ%aﬁ?mwééﬁ% dfep 1 ot
Qﬂﬁ’[ﬂ-ﬁ:@aﬁl T (Uh) B Edl §,” 51 ol | gl
o Did she regret it? “l don’t think about it a lot but I'm aware of the fact that I'm unusual in that
regard, and maybe | did miss out on something — but then, nobody can have everything,
right?”
1 3¢ BT USardl 82 “H 39%b R T SuIeT el Aradt, Afee T2 39 91 61 e ¢ b 39
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A F ST §, 3R Ie 39 o© @ fear — Afe bR, 18 i 9e oo g ur g, ?
1?7

e She is survived by her two children, Dexter and Duke.
I 3 T, SRR 3R SYB, I7HT JTRIBR B |

¢ Goldie Hawn, who was also in The First Wives Club, said Keaton “left us with a trail of fairy
dust, filled with particles of light and memories beyond imagination.”

Mee) gH, 9 & B argod Jerd 3 1t off, 3 Bal 5 Fiee 3 58 T UE B U W B, S
BT & UM 3R Heu-1 A W qral ¥ 3 g3 A1

e As the Hollywood sexual harassment scandals detonated in late 2017, cascading from
producer Harvey Weinstein to heavyweight actors such as Kevin Spacey, old accusations
of child sex abuse against Allen by his adoptive daughter Dylan resurfaced.

SR €t gfcfige Ot SafieT Whed 2017 ¥ 3id H te U, FHidl 819 argaweiT 4 dax 9
TSt SR B Wt %, 376 T T @ gR1 a9 R A a1d 919 M0 & R
i ¥ surfaced gl

o “Woody Allen is my friend and | continue to believe him,” Keaton tweeted of a handful of films
Keaton directed.

‘g7 T TR R § IR H I8 fa 31 IR} Xl §,” Bied 4 $ fhed & IR § gie
foran St Piea A SR 3t o

e Actress Bette Midler, who starred alongside Keaton in the 1996 comedy The First Wives
Club, wrote on Instagram that Keaton “was hilarious, a complete original, and completely
without guile, or any of the competitiveness one would have expected from such a star. What
you saw was who she was...oh, la, lala!”

T S ISR, S 1996 B HIHS! ¢ WIS aIged Fad H Died & 1Y AT dR gdhl §, 7
R R et 5 FieT “greaumor, T8 a¥e 1@, R T aXe arerast @ ga, a e of
wfaequferedr 3 god o o frdt 08 RarR J &rafaﬁ‘eﬁ?ﬁl Gh&rrq?ré@a%'aﬁ ol ag ...
3G, @, aran”

o Called Keaton “unconventional, iconoclastic and left-of-centre.”
Hled Bl ST T “SRATHI, TSPl R aH-HF% "

o ‘| feel so Iucky to have spent any time with this marvellous woman, and I’'m heartbroken that
she is gone,” said actress Andie MacDowell, who starred in Unstrung Hero (1995), one.

“T3I 9gd me%%ﬁ%mme%muwwm 3R H ge T
E%a-s'aaﬁn's‘ SR TS AT = P, I ST ERY (1995) B ST % g3 B

Of a handful of films Keaton directed

$o el o1 fAd=H Bteq A fear

e Actress Bette Midler, who starred alongside Keaton in the 1996 comedy The First Wives
Club, wrote on Instagram that Keaton “was hilarious, a complete original, and completely
without guile, or any of the competitiveness one would have expected from such a star. What
you saw was who she was...oh, la, lala!”

3R A frser, it 1996 Tt HIAS! § W aTgod od & died & I AT IR gdl 6, 7
T R foran i e “agd graqul, T8 dRe 4, 3R I avg araredt A Ja, a1 farat ot
39 ufoeufaredar 3 gad off of frht U2 RaR & srférd gidt| S emue 3 a8 a8t o ot a8
2. 3fig, oI, drem”

e InJanuary 2018, it was a rare encounter with controversy for the beloved actress.

At 2018 H, I8 O Sifi==h & for faare & 9ry teh gy I ATl

o Keaton said she had no “Me Too” complaints despite half a century in the film industry.
Bic A Fel for I U fihed I H 3eft Ul & Savjg @is “Ht g Rrerad 787 o

o “Never. Maybe | just wasn’t harassment material,” she said in a 2019 interview.
P T | TS H 99 gRIHE Pt ATl 6T Al ST 2019 & HETHR H Hall

o Keaton’s infectious, sunny smile lit up the screen across the decades, and she made popular
a quirky and liberating fashion sense first seen in Annie Hall that featured oversize hats
and the lighthearted use of menswear items.

Bicd B! AsbTHD, JU SR GBI 7 D! b TpIH BT ITF 6T, 3R ITMH T ST
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3R gt e FY Ao s, S ugel IR T e § o T, fow wnfie &
RIS BH 3R T3S & I| BT §edb-Pedh SUANT|

Stand on ageing
o1 WX ToR

e As for ageing, Keaton said in the 2019 interview that life actually got easier.
ST % geTd &I &1d §, Pie A 2019 & WIETHR | Fel [ Siia araa o Smar= g |

e ‘| think so, because what have you got to lose? It’s like it's the truth. That's what it is. You
face it, we talk about it,” she said.

“T AT §, FNTp 31U U o1 @i & T g2 I8 oY {6 I8 T 81 T81 81 3419 ST
I F §, BH 395 IR H 910 I §,” I2i- el

e Born Diane Hall in Los Angeles on January 5, 1946, Keaton was romantically involved with
Allen, Pacino and Warren Beatty, but never married.

ST BId & =0 A O A1 Toied | 5 SiFasl, 1946, Bled BT JAITed Ja¢ Tad, T 3R
R 918 2 3@, Al i Rarfea T g3

o “Most people in the movies get married at some point and then they divorce. But | have never
even got married. | am (a) failure,” she joked.

Terl  ifepT= o foelt 7 forehl T =Tt R i § R iR delies o ol &1 aifct 77 et
et ft 6T Bt F (Up) ST §,” S Hold § Hell

e Did she regret it? “| don’t think about it a lot but I'm aware of the fact that I'm unusual in that
regard, and maybe | did miss out on something — but then, nobody can have everything,
right?”
1 I8 3APT Uoddl 82 “H 30P IR H T TaT Areiell, Afb1 31 3 91 BT IGHN g b 39
A § § ST B, 3R e 31 3 1l fear — afe iR, w18 o 99 $ 7161 U 9, §
:rl'?”

e She is survived by her two children, Dexter and Duke.

JP 3 =, ST 3R TYP, 371 FWIABRI B |

e Goldie Hawn, who was also in The First Wives Club, said Keaton “left us with a trail of fairy
dust, filled with particles of light and memories beyond imagination.”

St g, Ol § Wee arged Fad & HT off, 7 g1 {6 Die 7 g0 Ut 4@ &t U WSSl BIg], Sl
BT & UM 3R Heu1 A W grel @ 1 g3 A1

Infectious
HhTHD

¢ Asthe Hollywood sexual harassment scandals detonated in late 2017, cascading from
producer Harvey Weinstein to heavyweight actors such as Kevin Spacey, old accusations
of child sex abuse against Allen by his adoptive daughter Dylan resurfaced.

SR €t giefige a1 Iefis Whed 2017 P 3id # te U, FHidl 819 argawdi 4 dax a8
ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁw,ﬁm@%m@#mgﬁmﬁ#nﬁwﬁsw
surfaced gu|

o  “Woody Allen is my friend and | continue to believe him,” Keaton tweeted.

IS5 A TR SR & oMk H 3¢ AT &1 oY 7@t § 7 dle 7 gie fawa|
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World’s oldest leader
could extend his rule

as Cameroon votes
R

Associated Press
YAOUNDE

Cameroon voted in an election on Sunday that
could see Africa’s oldest leader extend his rule by
another seven years.

Analysts have predicted a victory for President
Paul Biya. Now 92, he would be 99 by the time his
term finishes. He first came to power in 1982 fol-
lowing the resignation of Cameroon’s first Presi-
dent, Ahmadou Ahidjo, and has ruled the country
since then. Mr. Biya was declared the winner of se-
ven subsequent elections. Cameroon has seen just
two leaders since independence in 1960. His
health has routinely been a topic of speculation as
he spends most of his time in Europe, leaving day-
to-day governing to key party officials.

“In the face of increasingly difficult internation-
al environment, the challenges facing us are more
and more pressing,” Mr. Biya said in announcing
another run. “In such a situation, I cannot shirk
my mission.”

Mr. Biya faces nine Opposition candidates, in-
cluding some former allies and appointees. They
include Bello Bouba Maigari, who was Minister for
Tourism, and Issa Tchiroma Bakary, who until re-
cently served as the Minister of Employment.

Cheukam Ginette, a 34-year-old environmen-
talist and first-time voter, said she will not choose
Mr. Biya. “Things have to change,” she said.

At a campaign rally last week in the northern ci-
ty of Maroua, Mr. Biya promised change for one of
Cameroon’s poorest areas.

Poll results are expected at the latest by Octob-
er 26.

World’s oldest leader could
extend his rule as Cameroon
votes

fay & Ja9 A a1 3=
M FT faaR $ 9Fd &
Fiifer HUE H e goi

e Cameroon voted in an election
on Sunday that could see Africa’s oldest
leader extend his rule by another seven

years.
FTEA B AR &1 ue gATa gon, forad
TPIHT &b T QR AT DI 3T G B
AT [T T dP T BT Hidpl fBd
THT |

e Analysts have predicted a victory
for President Paul Biya.
fazawel 4 uid foar o1 ofid &t
HidwraTol &1 5

e Now 92, he would be 99 by the
time his term finishes.
3§ 92 T4 &, ITHT HRIGTA JHATK B
d% 98 99 a9 & Bl e |

e He first came to power in 1982
following the resignation of Cameroon’s
first President, Ahmadou Ahidjo, and
has ruled the country since then.

3I5i- Ugdl §R 1982 T Tl HUTCH ofel
FAEA &S g APUT, SgHTG e A
ST T, IR a9 9 SR TR AR &R
W® e

e Mr. Biya was declared the winner
of seven subsequent elections.

ot foram & AT 91G & ATl BT faoid
Niva foar

e Cameroon has seen just two
leaders since independence in 1960.

HHFH - WaAdl & 91G U Had &t AdT
A T, S 1960 A g |

e His health has routinely been a
topic of speculation as he spends most of
his time in Europe, leaving day-to-day
governing to key party officials.
D] TTRA FHRM chal Bl [I5g I@T
§ P a8 3T HfHT Io gRIg |
foamd €, 3R e T g urdf
ARHTINGT 1 BTS 3 5

¢ “In the face of an increasingly
difficult international environment, the
challenges facing us are more and more
pressing,” Mr. Biya said in announcing

another run.
ufefRufaal &
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“In such a situation, | cannot shirk my mission.”

O fufa & & 3ra forem @ v 81 gan

Mr. Biya faces nine Opposition candidates, including some
former allies and appointees.

ot fora &1 I At faueht Swfieart 3 ¢, o7 T 1@ fm iR
frgfemai 2nfira B

They include Bello Bouba Maigari, who was Minister for
Tourism, and Issa Tchiroma Bakary, who until recently served
as the Minister of Employment.

I M § e a1 A, S wfet Wt 9, SR g R a1, S 8T ae ISR wE
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Cheukam Ginette, a 34-year-old environmentalist and first-time voter, said she will not
choose Mr. Biya.

%{T?Tsmﬁrﬁz, 34 g8Tg yafavufag SR Ugel IR AdGH &= arat, = $al o a8 o foar &1 78
il
“Things have to change,” she said.

‘ot Fger T1feT,” I HaT

At a campaign rally last week in the northern city of Maroua, Mr. Biya promised change for
one of Cameroon’s poorest areas.

UBd AT ST TER WRISMT H TH Al Yot &, off fon 7 e & 9ad TR & ¥ aeera
1 aral foba|

Long reign: President Paul Biys, 92, casts his ballot ata
whaool in Yasounde in Cameroon on Saturday. 49

Poll results are expected at the latest by October 26.
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OBC youth forced to wash Brahmin man’s feet, drink water over Al-edited
image; 4 booked

TITS-AuTfed Bfd R ERf gas &1 &

Initial findings point to Iron Age origins at a new excavation site in

AR ¥ Y Sea wiE W TRAE Freed dg gu ) Sy
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Mahatma Gandhi’s method remains profoundly relevant today’
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OBC youth forced to wash Brahmin man’s feet,
drink water over Al-edited image; 4 booked

The Hindu Bureau
BHOPAL

Four men have been
booked in Madhya Pra-
desh’s Damoh for allegedly
forcing a young man to
wash the feet of a Brahmin
person and drink the water
as a punishment over shar-
ing an “offensive” Al-edited
image, officials said on
Sunday.

According to the police,
the incident took place on
the evening of October 10
on the premises of a temple
in Satariya village under
Patera police station limits
when Purushottam Kush-
waha, who belongs to an
Other Backward Class
(OBC) community, was
forced to wash the feet of
Anuj Pandey “to apologise
to him for sharing an Al-
edited picture of him show-

The incident took
lace at a temple in

Madhva Pradesh’s

Damoh on October

10, the police said

ing him wearing a garland
of shoes”.

Damoh Superintendent
of Police Shrut Kirti Som-
vanshi told The Hindu that
Mr. Pandey and three of his
relatives have been booked
under Sections 296, 196(1)
(b) and 3(5) of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
and a probe has been
launched.

A video of the alleged in-
cident has also appeared
on social media showing
Mr. Kushwaha, surrounded
by local residents instruct-
ing him to apologise while
washing the man’s feet.

According to the first in-
formation report (FIR), Mr.
Kushwaha and Mr. Pandey
had an argument on Octob-
er 6 after the latter op-
posed a decision by locals
to prohibit the sale and
consumption of liquor in
the village. After the argu-
ment, Mr. Kushwaha
shared the “objectionable”
picture on social media
due to which the locals
gathered at the temple and
forced him to apologise to
Mr. Pandey and the Brah-
min community, the com-
plainant has alleged in the
FIR. A penalty of 5,100
was also imposed on Mr.
Kushwaha by the villagers.

The Opposition Con-
gress has slammed the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) over the incident,
terming it a "disgrace to
humanity”.

“Purushottam Kushwa-
ha was threatened and
forced to declare that he
would worship Brahmins
for the rest of his life. This
incident is a disgrace to hu-
manity. It is against the
country’s Constitution. The
Constitution grants equal
status to every citizen of
the country. Such incidents
happening with Dalits and
backward classes are a blot
on the entire country and
society,” the Congress par-
ty said on X, while asking
the BJP government to take
strict action in the matter
and set an example.

“The BJP government
should take the strictest
possible action against the
criminals... This country
will be governed by Baba
Saheb’s Constitution, not
by the Manuvaad favored
by RSS-BJP,” it added.

OBC youth forced to wash Brahmin man’s feet, drink water over Al-edited
image; 4 booked

TITE-HUTied Bfd W 3Nl gaw &1 srervr aafed & % o1 iR Ut §i1 & forg
HeIgR o aT 7T, 4 TR AT gof

e Four men have been booked in Madhya Pradesh’s Damoh for allegedly forcing a young
man to wash the feet of a Brahmin person and drink the water as a punishment over sharing
an “offensive” Al-edited image, officials said on Sunday.

IR AN R AT USRN & gHIg B U adh & STl afert & IR 9 3R urit fiA & fore moreR
HRA BT 3R A §T HTHEAT i (b1 7T ¢ | T8 Toll I U “3HTU oo TS -HuTied Sfd
I A R &} 713, AfAHIRAT 3 IR B! S|

e According to the police, the incident took place on the evening of October 10 on the premises
of atemple in Satariya village under Patera police station limits when Purushottam
Kushwaha, who belongs to an Other Backward Class (OBC) community, was forced to
wash the feet of Anuj Pandey “to apologise to him for sharing an Al-edited picture of him
showing him wearing a garland of shoes”.
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Damoh Superintendent of Police Shrut Kirti Somvanshi told The Hindu that Mr. Pandey
and three of his relatives have been booked under Sections 296, 196(1)(b) and 3(5) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), and a probe has been launched.

aHIE gferd erehere o b Twasht 3 o B aam i ot wig 8k 37 i RedeRi R
YR =79 wfear (STeTge) BT 4RT 296, 196(1)(b) 3R 3(5) b ded HIHT &l fbdT T ®
3R TP 4 = I S ¢

A video of the alleged incident has also appeared on social media showing Mr. Kushwaha,
surrounded by local residents instructing him to apologise while washing the man’s feet.

U HIUd Ue1 &1 Ue difsar ff aire Hifear = amm sman g, Sod it grmamet & g
TRl @ ok gu foxamar mar 8 ot 3% et & IR efid 9o OT%! A & oY %8 38§
According to the first information report (FIR), Mr. Kushwaha and Mr. Pandey had an
argument on October 6 after the latter opposed a decision by locals to prohibit the sale and
consumption of liquor in the village.

TYH AT NE (TWegem) & SuR, ft grmaret ok Mt uis & o9 6 sragar & 969 g3
R, 99 UiS 7 M9 & TRTE B BT SR a7 W AS T & R Al & e o farie o
Tl

After the argument, Mr. Kushwaha shared the “objectionable picture” on social media due
to which the locals gathered at the temple and forced him to apologise to Mr. Pandey and
the Brahmin community, the complainant has alleged in the FIR.

69 & a1e, Ht pRarer 7 Qivra Hifsar R “Smufiee iR 950 @, e sRo7 I

TfeR o THA U SR I A IS T STEI0T AR ¥ KT A & oy AeeR foma,

Rrpraed § THATSR T SRy & ]

A penalty of ¥5,100 was also imposed on Mr. Kushwaha by the villagers.
sﬁwmmiswomqqﬁnﬁmnm

The Opposition Congress has slammed the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) over the
incident, terming it a "disgrace to humanity".

faueh 399 A 59 9o R TReg R ST UTdT (HTSTUT) St ST &1, 39 “Hiadn
& forg wei®” PR e

“Purushottam Kushwaha was threatened and forced to declare that he would worship
Brahmins for the rest of his life. This incident is a disgrace to humanity. It is against the

country’s Constitution. The Constitution grants equal status to every citizen of the country.

Such incidents happening with Dalits and backward classes are a blot on the entire country
and society,” the Congress party said on X, while asking the BJP government to take strict
action in the matter and set an example.

“TSYITH PRIATET B! YHBAT 7T 3R I8 I8 GIT0N 3 & fod AeTeR s m fob a8
SR STV Bt Ol H371 | gg °eT Hiadl & ol U dad ¢ | I8 ¢/ & |y & faams
%mﬁm%m%aamﬁ&aﬁwwﬁm%mﬁﬁﬁﬁ@mﬁ%w@@w@
W 3R TS F AN Ysa §,” BIIY UTf 3 T (X) TR Hgl, T1Y g HISYT IRPR I 71Hd |
T HRATS B 3R ISTER0N UL B B A B |

“The BJP government should take the strictest possible action against the criminals... This
country will be governed by Baba Saheb’s Constitution, not by the Manuvaad favored by

RSS-BJP,” it added.

“YTSTYT TRPR D! SURTIRRAN & RIATH T T HIRATS DA AN, T8 o 9191 HIed &

TfaUr™ T =eT, IRTHATH-HTSTUT o UIdlal Aarg 4 -Tgl,” 39 SISl
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Initial findings point to Iron Age
origins at new excavation site in T.N.

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

The first season of excava-
tions carried out by the Ta-
mil Nadu State Department
of Archaeology (TNSDA) at
Thirumalapuram in Tenka-
si district has brought to
light the presence of Iron
Age culture close to the
Western Ghats in Tamil
Nadu.

According to tentative
estimates, the site could
date back to the early to
mid-third millennium BCE,
similar to Adichanallur and
Sivagalai. Official sources
said the exact period
would be confirmed
through scientific analyses.

Burial site

According to the recently
released report, Archaeo-
logical Excavations in Ta-
mil Nadu: A Preliminary
Report, the burial site at
Thirumalapuram covers
nearly 35 acres and lies
about 10 km northwest of
the present-day village,
between two seasonal
streams that rise from the
Western Ghats near the Ku-

. TN B

Rich yield: An urn burial site at Thirumalapuram in Tamil Nadu’s

;.. A

Tenkasi district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

lasegarapereri tank. Dur-
ing the first season of exca-
vations started last year,
TNSDA archaeologists dug
37 trenches and unearthed
several artefacts, including
a rectangular stone slab
chamber with urn burials
and urns, a first-of-its-kind
discovery in Tamil Nadu.

The chamber, made of
35 stone slabs, was filled
with cobblestones up to a
depth of 1.5 metres.

The excavations also
yielded a rich collection of
ceramics found in graves
and among grave goods.
These included white-

painted black-and-red
ware, red ware, red-
slipped ware, black-pol-
ished ware, and coarse red
ware.

Unique feature
The black-and-red ware,
black ware, and black-
slipped ware types had
white-painted designs, a
unique feature first report-
ed from T. Kallupatti and
later from Adichanallur, Si-
vagalai, Thulukkarpatti,
and Korkai, the report
said.

According to the report,
symbols on the urns were

among the most striking
discoveries at Thirumalap-
uram. One red-slipped pot
featured dotted designs
showing a human figure, a
mountain, a deer, and a
tortoise.

A total of 78 antiquities
made of bone, gold,
bronze, and iron were also
found. They include a
tweezer, sword, spear-
head, gold ring, axe, dag-
ger, chisel, bonehead, and
arrowhead. Three tiny gold
rings were found in an urn
at a depth of 0.49 metres.
Each ring measures 4.8
mm in diameter and
weighs less than one

Based on the unearthed
materials, archaeologists
believe this site dates to
Iron Age. Official sources
said the dating remains
tentative as studies are still
under way. Comparisons
with sites such as Sivagalai
and Adichanallur, dated
between 3,345 BCE and
2,513 BCE respectively, sug-
gest that Thirumalapuram
could be placed in the ear-
ly to mid-third millennium
BCE.

Initial findings point to Iron Age origins at a new excavation site in T.N.

m%amﬂ;ﬁﬁwmwwﬁwﬁw&?ﬁ?gnaﬁwﬁraﬁmm

e The first season of excavations carried out by the Tamil Nadu State Department of
Archaeology (TNSDA) at Thirumalapuram in Tenkasi district has brought to light the
presence of Iron Age culture close to the Western Ghats in Tamil Nadu.

o9 R fAURT
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e According to tentative estimates, the site could date back to the early to mid-third
millennium BCE, similar to Adichanallur and Sivagalai. Official sources said the exact
period would be confirmed through scientific analyses.
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Burial site
HHIATT VA

According to the recently released report, Archaeological Excavations in Tamil Nadu: A
Preliminary Report, the burial site at Thirumalapuram covers nearly 35 acres and lies
about 10 km northwest of the present-day village, between two seasonal streams that rise
from the Western Ghats near the Kulasegarapereri tank.

BT & & O} Rate “aftrerg # Riaifas 3@ H: te yRfie Raid” & o R,
RISTATRY &1 R TS TTHT 35 THS B Bl g3 8 3R Ig Tl Td J TIHT 10
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During the first season of excavations started last year, TNSDA archaeologists dug 37
trenches and unearthed several artefacts, including a rectangular stone slab chamber
with urn burials and urns, a first-of-its-kind discovery in Tamil Nadu.

frd oy I P TTU URd I@ I & GRM, STTHSIT RIdafdel - 37 @Igal @ial 3R
F3 FATPiaal Goll, S0 FA B 3R FARI aTaT STAATPR YRR BT Hef AT 8, 5
aftrarg o gl IR QST T g |

The chamber, made of 35 stone slabs, was filled with cobblestones up to a depth of 1.5
metres.
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The excavations also yielded a rich collection of ceramics found in graves and among grave
goods. These included white-painted black-and-red ware, red ware, red-slipped ware,
black-polished ware, and coarse red ware.

IG! 9 Bl 3R HF AR § UrE 7S S & IdA1 &1 Ue 9 9ue o v g 3
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Unigue feature

fafRry fawan

The black-and-red ware, black ware, and black-slipped ware types had white-painted
designs, a unique feature first reported from T. Kallupatti and later from Adichanallur,
Sivagalai, Thulukkarpatti, and Korkai, the report said.

RO & IR, BTar-ard gt & a4, F1ad g0, 3R HIa-Afd I W Jbe T Ht
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According to the report, symbols on the urns were among the most striking discoveries at
Thirumalapuram. One red-slipped pot featured dotted designs showing a human figure,
a mountain, a deer, and a tortoise.

RUIE & SR, Ha= W §1 Yot ARy # 9ad Ieaia-ig @il § 4 T 4| T dTe-
Aftra gd= W figgaa snpfoar ot St aria srepfar, uda, favor, siR wgem i o

A total of 78 antiquities made of bone, gold, bronze, and iron were also found. They
include a tweezer, sword, spearhead, gold ring, axe, dagger, chisel, bonehead, and
arrowhead. ]

$d 78 U a¥qq, S g8, AT, B SR drg1 4 51 off, o Ui 72 | 370 R, qaa,
yrerr-=d, W B Y, Feers!, Fer, B, 7 BT R, 3R IR 1 R e €1

Three tiny gold rings were found in an urn at a depth of 0.49 metres. Each ring measures
4.8 mm in diameter and weighs less than one milligram.

T BIA W B ST Uw Faw H 0.49 Wiex B TERIS W UTS TS | UAH ST 6T 1 4.8
firf} 8 iR oo ue feilum A HH 81

Based on the unearthed materials, archaeologists believe this site dates to Iron Age.
Official sources said the dating remains tentative as studies are still under way. Comparisons
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with sites such as Sivagalai and Adichanallur, dated between 3,345 BCE and 2,513 BCE,
suggest that Thirumalapuram could be placed in the early to mid-third millennium BCE.
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‘Mahatma Gandhi’s method remains profoundly relevant today’

Gandhijl reminds us 1o ook through another's eves says the member of the House of Lords in the UK. and a political thinkes; he says the recognition of the ssare of Palestine by Britain gives symbalic

legitintcy Bt Enposes no el obligations: he describes Prime Minsier Narendea Modi l\t.l;l.ll)k andd competent, but greatness regquires moee. especially in addressing Indias stroctueal s

INTERVIEW
Bhikhu Parekh

Mehul Deviala

s i senad] s in
Gujarat w0 the
House of Loods In

London, Wk Parekds
Journey has bovn cow of in
tedlecy, conviction, and bu
milzy, Bom m 1935 in
Amadad, he mse from
modest beginsings 1w e
come oo of the mae in
Hoential polscal chinkers
of hés genenation. As Pro-
fessor of poltical philoso-
phy st the Universty of
Westmiosner and laer Pre
sident of the Academy of
Socal Soences, Lord Pa-
ek helped shupe smodern
debwges o ssulticultural-
Ism, denuty, aod democ-
racy. Hs arivical reading of
Malatma  Gandhi  drew
wide attention, and In
2007, Badla hoooaod blm
with the Padma Bhustan,

He speaks on topics rang-
ing from geopolitics and
Immigration 1 Gandejis
lgacy snd Indian desoc
ncy. Edhed excerpes:

11" been 25 years since
you estered the House
of Lowrds. How would
you describe that
Journey?

I eoered the Hosse of
Lords in 2000, w0 k's beent
a quarter of a centery ~
quite a long tme n
atrpome's life. Durieng that
period, | witnessed ence
maoxs shifts - Brexdr, for -
stance, which began as a2
desmocratic cholce Bt ma
oy lster regretted There
were also important de
bares on asskted swicide
and Brkain’s membership
for thwe Bxsropsesss Uniiom, It
Wik An exciting and L.
focmative time, boch for
the oumry and for me
personally

You lurve written
¥ on

multiculturadism and
living together with
ditference. How do you
view the recent

anté lmmigration
protests in the UK.>

Sudticuliuralises his, wn
foctunatedy, beconme 2 Ing
bear for many people
They think It means eve-
ryone om0 whasever
they Bke - 0 Musim can
murry four whees, a Sikh
cam wear his  turbem
anywhere, Bt that's not
eslticuituradiam. No soce
1y cam function that wwy.
Tree  multiculiuralism
means peopke may tolkow
their cusom if thery are ra
tionad, defenivble, and con-
sistens with beoader social
values Take, for example,
the right to cremate. When
HEndus in Rritain wanied
0 cretnaie ek desd rieh
er than bary them, there
was ot resisance. Bur
once people understood
that it was deeply mea
gl st ne Banslul W
achers, It was accepted

2
A

Thar is the real spirt of
mdocukusdsm - e
soeved didogue and il
understandag

That sounds deeply
Gandhian.

Indend], | olive describe
Canddé & the patron saim
of multiculwralism He be-
lieved no single culture can
exhunst all Buiman poden.
tial,

Colures west alk w
one asother, learm from
wxch other, aod pow
through dialogee. We are
adl beind s some ways, be
llesing what we beree al

|

wiys dooe bs right. Cand
remingks us 10 book through
anothas’s eyes — 1o see the
workd o thair podes of
v

Do Gandhl's bdeas ssill
offor a model for
Seasdership n today's
polarised world?

Yes, they do. Gandie's sa-
tpaapralae comes Bum this
very mocal tredtion, Sup-
POse you treat e ungustly
and | protest. You dismitss
my comgdaint, How do |
comvinge vou of oy truth? |
stand Sem ~ but peacetid
ly. T refumse to hart you, yee |

persst wnol your com-
schence chunges. Thae b
Gamndhi's mothod, sl & ne
b predoundly relesant
fodry.

Britain recently
recognised the stage of
Pubestioe., Wit o |
do you think this
dechsbon will have?

Very Bt The destriction
of Gaza bs heuntecaling
0% of the ciry is uninkab-
mable. Recognition now s
o0 ke, wo lee, It gives
Palestine symbolic legiti
macy g imposes oo real
oblipcoos. Newanyaha
dowsn't seem 0 mind be-
case ¥ charges oothing
o the ground.

And what about the role
of the United Stures?

America has beess comgpen-
mised for decades. The ket
time it iood firm was we-
der Blsenhower durng the
Suex orisis. Since then, i
has peetended  belphess-

ness. Mamy young Amert-
cans oppose what's tap-
pewing in Gaex, bot their
povertunent continues 10
acmn and peotecs el s
a casesdded policy, snd bes-
tory will condesnm

How would you assess
Prime Mindster Modi's
decade In power?

Iy wgarry wanes, I Do beseny
& pood Prime Minkszer, Pes
e ke Hrimn, wose Sor him,
and he represests indi
confidently  sbeoand, He
connects emotionally with
people, colns phrases that
resomare, and reswoes o
sense of pride

Bt can | ol bem & gresn
Prime Miniser? Not yet
Porerty and mequality per-
stst; 2 small elee still con-
ok moot wealth. Conrup-
thon reting entrescied
Many expected bm to
tackle that decisively. S0
yes, b s copulile and com-
petent, ot greatnes re-
Quises more - cspecilly In
addressmg Indsr’s structy-

Mahatma Gandhi’s method remains profoundly relevant today’

T MR F s e off srid uRifTe @

Gandhiji reminds us to look through another’s eyes, says the member of the House of Lords
in the U.K. and a political thinker; he says the recognition of the state of Palestine by Britain
gives symbolic legitimacy but imposes no real obligations; he describes Prime Minister

Narendra Modi as capable and competent, but greatness requires more, especially in

addressing India’s structural flaws.

Tiefiolt 53 GERT 1 2 | <@ @ I1e fadid §, e § I . b g19d T aigd & oW 3R

ral forwn

Rl Gasdhi hos
alleged Large-scale vote
manipalation, thoagh
the Election
Commission dismbssed
. Whiat reforms could
strengiben ladis's
democratic
mstitutions?

Hections must noe only be
Galr bur be seen to be fir.
Otherwize, the govern-
ment bses legitimacy. Can-
didate sehection, criminal
secoeds, and linancial S
closures should be rigo-
rousdy  checked.  Political
parties — not just dive-
duad condiines -~ must
certify honesty. Some pro
gress has been made, but
much more can be dome to
Inspiee prablic confidence
Medad Devkasls s 0 puoet,
writer, and Alwemaker. Fulf
mreriew
el e/
MhikhuParekh,
or wun e QR
code

IS faaRe®:; 98 Fed § [ e gRT YT ST &1 A dl 1 UdliohTates Qudl &dl §
AT aRdfd e Auar 781 8: a8 uurHat A¥g Hid &) 9am 3R a9y §d1d 8, Al

HEHdT & forT iR 3if¥ies AT — WA YR &1 TATHD TIAAT D1 T fd b F

From a small town in Gujarat to the House of Lords in London, Bhikhu Parekh’s journey
has been one of intellect, conviction, and humility.

@%ﬁww@@wm%mwmw frp TR &1 aen Sfgw, Ay
AR a7 o1 W& R

Born in 1935 in Amalsad, he rose from modest beginnings to become one of the most

influential political thinkers of his generation.

1935 ¥ 3HEHG H o4, 351+ el YA  ISHR 30T Uig! o Jad YHTARITC ASH1Tdd
faR®I 4 9 T S db &1 W g A
As Professor of political philosophy at the University of Westminster and later President of
the Academy of Social Sciences, Lord Parekh helped shape modern debates on
multlculturallsm |dent|ty, and democracy

ISP 2 & MHER 3R a1 § PISHT TP HIT ATEaS
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& e & U T, A8 UNG - TGP iadhdl, Uga MR Addd W YD 9531 DI MHR
o H meg 3t

His critical reading of Mahatma Gandhi drew wide attention, and in 2007, India honoured him
with the Padma Bhushan.

HeTA TMith B D! TS THIET 3 YD & b fhaT, 3R 2007 H HR A 35
T3T YYOT ¥ G7d foba

He speaks on topics ranging from geopolitics and immigration to Gandhiji’s legacy and
Indian democracy.

Wgﬁﬁwﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁw%ﬁuﬁw
!

Edited excerpts:

Hurfee 3T

It's been 25 years since you entered the House of Lords. How would you describe that
journey?

B39 3T A5 H Ua fhy 25 T4 1 T4 € | 3110 3 ITAT Bl by afoid Heal?

| entered the House of Lords in 2000, so it's been a quarter of a century — quite a long time
in anyone’s life. During that period, | witnessed enormous shifts — Brexit, for instance, which
began as a democratic choice that many later regretted. There were also important debates
on assisted suicide and Britain’s membership in the European Union. It was an exciting
and transformative time, both for the country and for me personally.

Y 2000 & TS T AT J 73T ba, oY Tg U TS T B TS — et ol A o
FaT | 39 3@l H, B 92 9eae 30 — o 3R, S Aredite e w0 & T ol
R o1g & &% AT 3 TodrIT| 399 3iea], HeTId STERT 3R e 3 qRidia g gl
IR AEAYUl 984 g5 | U8 o 3R W oy fderTa U § Ue I 3R URGdHR Jrg o |
You have written extensively on multiculturalism and living together with difference. How do
you view the recent anti-immigration protests in the U.K.?

3O TP iadmdr 3R F=dr & Iy Y g~ R TS = I foram g1 3419 giferar yari=-
faRIeh ue=iH &1 g &, A &9 ad €2

Multiculturalism has, unfortunately, become a bugbear for many people. They think it means
everyone can do whatever they like — a Muslim can marry four wives, a Sikh can wear his
turban anywhere But that’s not multiculturalism. No society can function that way.

g &% QR & T T Pereee &9 7T 31 3 e € o 9o gaae 3
& &R P Sl IR X GHAT & — T IR Uferdl & Gl 8, T Rig Pl ¥ Wi ueA
Tl | Afth I8 TgURP BT el 81 Pls THS 3 IRE J HTH el R qobd|

True multiculturalism means people may follow their customs if they are rational, defensible,
and consistent with broader social values. Take, for example, the right to cremate. When
Hindus in Britain wanted to cremate their dead rather than bury them, there was initial
resistance. But once people understood that it was deeply meaningful and not harmful to
others, it was accepted.

BT HATS & b ANT SO TRORTST T U1 &R §hd & I d dlichd, §a1d

Iryg 3R ATYd TS Gl & S 8l | ISTERUI & U, G168 VPR &1 HfIHR o | 9
foes & fégaii 7 3o gam! &1 T8 HRA &1 ST 9aTs, df e J faRIY gl dfdsT ord arn A
T % g8 aga srfguf 8 aﬁ?gﬂﬁ%%ﬁﬂﬁw:@% 0 U WieR o fora T |
That |s the real spirit of multiculturalism — reasoned dialogue and mutual understanding.

T} ¢ TEHIPpIaddl B S UG — qhITTd aTg 3R ot I0e|
That sounds deeply Gandhian.
BRRIRRERSEI U G AU G
Indeed. | often describe Gandhi as the patron saint of multiculturalism. He believed no
single culture can exhaust all human potential.
IRda T | & SRR ieht B TgAIPpadar BT Ied Jd FHedl gl 3814 AT {6 DI T
Tepia i Aa TGS &I TG 81 HR Tl |
Cultures must talk to one another, learn from each other, and grow through dialogue. We are
all blind in some ways, believing what we have always done is right. Gandhi reminds us to
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look through another’'s eyes — to see the world from their point of view.

T ! DI Th-gaX Y Yale BT A1y, Uh-gax J g1 A1feT, SR HdTg & Ared
fawd g1 =fet | 0 Ot $© g8 d% 9id §, U8 Wd §U fb ot g9 gaw favan § a8 et 3
Tﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁW%ﬁTﬁ%%gﬂﬁﬁ?@@r%@—mmﬁgﬁmﬁ%@

o Do Gandhi’s ideas still offer a model for leadership in today’s polarised world?
1 Tieht & AR o &t ydtpa g & Aga &1 Ared ot off g avd €2

e Yes, they do. Gandhi’s satyagraha comes from this very moral tradition. Suppose you treat
me unjustly and | protest. You dismiss my complaint. How do | convince you of my truth? |
stand firm — but peacefully. | refuse to hurt you, yet | persist until your conscience changes.
That is Gandhi’s method, and it remains profoundly relevant today.

g, B § | it BT WA 3T e URURT  STell &1 /I SAIOIT 310 FR WY 31 el §
3TR H faR1Y Bl § | 39 Y RIcbrad 1 FbR <l 81 H 3MUeD! (Ut Feallg bl FHAG? H
TGl 9 WS 641 § — Alicb Nifaqdep | H SfTUeh! Te UgaH I SHHR el &, [ Hi 7d b
gwéaawaﬂuﬁ&mwﬁamem TE} el 3t ugfa B, ok T ot 4t 3rcdd Ui
|
e Britain recently recognised the state of Palestine. What impact do you think this decision will
have?

fe 7 310 € H UeiReTS Iy &1 AT &1 3Tueh! T ¢ fob 39 fHufg &1 or uvma gime

o Very little. The destruction of Gaza is heartbreaking — 80% of the city is uninhabitable.
Recognition now is too little, too late. It gives Palestine symbolic legitimacy but imposes no
real obligations. Netanyahu doesn’t seem to mind because it changes nothing on the ground.

9gd S| ST &1 faT1 f3d S8am aTal § — MR BT 80% 38T g A g § 1 3id A=l
1 9gd ®H 3R 9gd &R U g1 I8 Ttz &1 UdieTadd audr T § afth &1s dRafde
SmeTRaT dudT et ¥ | Aa=Tg B Wae Bis MUy el Fifh 399 A R $o Ht 7 Faaan

all flaws.
TS @i |

¢ Rahul Gandhi has alleged large-scale vote manipulation, though the Election Commission
dismissed it. What reforms could strengthen India’s democratic institutions?
g TRt 7 TS YU W HAGTaT IV BT SRIY T &, SIalifch AT SN 3 39 WIS R
fam URd B Abdie T3 &) Aolgd B & 7T B J JUR & IHhd 572

e Elections must not only be fair but be seen to be fair. Otherwise, the government loses
legitimacy. Candidate selection, criminal records, and financial disclosures should be
rigorously checked. Political parties — not just individual candidates — must certify honesty.
Some progress has been made, but much more can be done to inspire public confidence.
T S e e 2R TR ST S Fre o RaT ST IR ST, TRGR FY ey B
T B 1 Iiiaat 1 =, SRR RepTe, IR e ol & 3R s gl =1y Ha
TG SHIGAR o] Siedh Ao difedl o 1 SHFGRT THIOd St et | $S WA g5
8, Afp Trdofies faym &1 9gM & e 3iR 9gd $o favan o1 I g1

e Mehul Devkala is a poet, writer, and filmmaker. Full interview at newsth.live/BhikhuParekh, or
scan the QR code.
Ugd ITH AT UP Hid, aad IR fher Fafdr &1 IR WETER newsth. live/BhikhuParekh TR
IUA g, TN TR DI Wb B

o Many young Americans oppose what’s happening in Gaza, but their government continues to
arm and protect Israel. It's a one-sided policy, and history will condemn it.
%3 gaT AR e H 81 X erstt &1 faRly R €, Ao I7d! WHR RIS o1 §1UIR
3R YR&T U™ HAT SIRY 34T 8| T8 UheRw 1 &, 3R e 9 fHar s

¢ How would you assess Prime Minister Modi’s decade in power?
TG GUTIET Wit & T H G=IP S Tid Bl Hal?

e In many ways, he has been a good Prime Minister. People like him, vote for him, and he
represents India confidently abroad. He connects emotionally with people, coins phrases that
resonate, and restores a sense of pride.

Ps AT H, 98 T 3= TUTHAT B &1 AT I8 IS Hd §, 39 AU i Hd g, 3R I8

Pagel 6

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Wehbsite : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

fae=il & YRd &1 STEfayN & 91y ufafAfia Hd &1 98 Al & HIgTéd U 9 I38d &,
TUTGRITCR ITaTT TEd §, 3R TTd &1 UIa-T 98T Hd ¢ |

But can | call him a great Prime Minister? Not yet. Poverty and inequality persist; a small elite
still controls most wealth. Corruption remains entrenched. Many expected him to tackle that
decisively. So yes, he is capable and competent, but greatness requires more — especially in
addressing India’s structural flaws.

AP 1 & IR He™ TuUrHA B8 T g2 3rft TeY | TRl SR SrEHar 7 g2 §; U oIl
eqed 3t 4t siftrerter Tuftr R A= WAt 8 1 YTER SfS ST §U R | s Al A IRiig
&1 <} fob a5 3 Mg U ANfd H | 39T 81, 98 A&H 3R 1Y &, Afcb1 HeTdl b
fo &R oiftes T1fRT — WA URA BT WIS [T B Fadd Hx H|

Persist until your conscience changes. That is Gandhi’s method, and it remains profoundly
relevant today.

%ﬁ%ﬁwwamﬁ&mwﬁm?ﬁmﬁrmﬁﬁm% 3R T8 o f 3rid URifTs
|

Britain recently recognised the state of Palestine. What impact do you think this decision will
have?

3T 3 B1a €1 & USETSH IS0 &) AT S| 3T T | o 39 fHofg &1 aam uya gime

Very little. The destruction of Gaza is heartbreaking — 80% of the city is uninhabitable.
Recognition now is too little, too late. It gives Palestine symbolic legitimacy but imposes no
real obligations. Netanyahu doesn’t seem to mind because it changes nothing on the ground.

§gd HH | TSI &1 faHT1 fod S8am aTa § — RT8R HT 80% (80T X8 A1vg g § 1 31a [l
1 9gd BH 3R 98 R I T | I8 UoReTZ Bl UdibIAD Judl 3T § Al Pis ardidd
eIt Uudr T8t 81 Aa=1g &1 WS His AU e ifer 398 AeM R $9 it 781 seadnl
And what about the role of the United States?

3R TgFd Iy SARET Bt YA & TR F 12

America has been compromised for decades. The last time it stood firm was under
Eisenhower during the Suez crisis. Since then, it has pretended to be helpless.

AT GH! T THINAT HR DT ¢ | ATRI IR TG T3l I TSI AT T 5§ THIgTAaR & dgd
YU Hhe & GRM| I9 I, Tg AT 81 P f3rar Hrr ET 8|
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Do cash transfers build women’s agency?

There is a need to ensure that women do not only receive money but also control, grow, and sustain it for their own advancement

| DATA POINT |
Jiya Bharti
Riya Khanna

he politics of welfare in In-

& has become increasing:

ly gendered, with cash
transfers emenging as both a social
policy imstrument and an electoral
srategy. Just weeks before As-
sembly elections, the Bihar go-
vermment has rolled out the Muk:
hyamantri Mahila Roggar Yolana -
a U000 transfer to 75 lakh wo-
men as seed capital for selfem-
ployment. The goal s to help them
start or expand small enterprises,
with up to 82 Lakh in additional

shown to enhance women's visible
control over resources. Research
shows that income n 2 woman's
name increases her say in house-
hold decisions and impeoves out-
comes for chikdren and the elderly.
Therefore, schemes such as Bi-
har's can represent the frst formal
recognition of women's economic
identicy.

However, beneath the impres-
sive numbers, the story is more
complex. Despite the JAM push
leading 10 near-universal account
ownership by women, around
20% remain dormant duwe to insuf-
ficient funds, low perceived need,
ar discomfort in engaging with foe
mal banking. In rural and semi-ur-
ban areas, distance from bank
branches and the digital divide

suppart for successtul ventures, worsen this dlserwmml

This joins a list of £ Mo X | of
cused cash transfer programmes, | women use lhch' accounts prima-
such as Karnataka's Gruha Laksh- | rily 1o withdraw the cash transfers
mi, West Bengal's Lalshmir Bhan- | ~ usage for savings, borrowing, or
dar, Madhya Pradesh’s Ladli Beh: | paymens remains low (Chart 2).

andd  Telangana's
i. These are p i
by India’s Direct Benedit Transfer
(DBT) architecture, anchored on
the: “JAM trindty’ of jan Dhan ac-
counts, Aadhaar, and mobile
phones. This mfrastructure ena
bles  targeted  delivery  and
traAnsparency.

As of August 2005, over 56 crore
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojsna
accounts have heen opened, with
wormnen owning 55.7% of them. Ac-
cording to the Woeld Bank’s Global
Findex Database 2025, 54% of In-
dian women reported opening
thedr first bank account primarily
to recenve government benefits or
wages. With 89% of Indian women
now holding 2 bank account — on
par with developed rations and fur

na  Yojana,

At atead sl by

Although 38 crore Rulay cards
(which come free with fan Dhan
accounts) have been isued and
UP transactions have surged (rom
2 crare in FY17 10 38,600 crove in
FYZ5, women's usage of debit
cards as well as digital payments
continues to lag behind men's.
Apart fram patriarchal norms, a
low level of digital access has pre-
vented the proliferation of bank

tioms (Chart 3),

Therefore, Indix's leap from ac-
cess 10 agency for women remains
imcomplete. So, for schemes such
as Bihar’s Rojgar Yojna 1o become
genuine instruments of economic
empowerment, they need to move
beyond simply plicing money in
women's bank accounts, Benehick
aries require complementary long

nuine financial agency will require
givingg women control over assets
by providing them with secure
property rights and joint land ti-
Jes. Ondy when women have tangi-
hle control over land or business
assets can they leverage credst,
participate in markets, and engage
m new forms of conumeTce.
Equally critical ts strengthening
the ‘mobile’ pitfar of the JAM trins-
ty. Subsidised smartphones and af
fordable dara plans would allow
women o access thels accounts
and digital payment tools indepen
dently, avoiding reliance on shared
devices that erode privacy and ax-
tonomy. Banks, fimech, and mo-
bile operators must co-create fi-
nancial prodocts that reflect the
realities of women's informal, sea:
sonal, or sporadic incomes; care
giving respansibilities; and Emited
financial and digital literacy.
Community-based confidence
nctwurh can bridge the trust gap.

accounts from dating into sus-
tained savings, credit uptake, or
active digital transactions for wo-
men, Women are 19% bess likely to
own mobdle phones (as per
GSMA), which are needed to ac-
cess information aboat accounts
and funds. Data from the Findex
survey shows that the costs of

above the global average of 77% -
India has achéeved a remariable
milestone i recognising women
as economic actors with a formal
fnancial identity (Chart 1),

At the heart of this progress lies
a criical question: can direct cash
CHIPUWES WOmEn 25 e0onomic
agents rather than just welfare re-
cipients? DET schemes have been

ph and data, lack of privacy,
fear of cyber fraud, and social
norms prevent women's owner-
ship of mobtle phones. Shared
phone access for a lange mumber of
wornen further Bmits independent
digital banking, Financial and digi-
tal Biteracy remain significant bar-
riers. In fact, more than two-thirds
of Indian women still rely on male
redatives to make financial ransac-

such as digital banking
sakhis and secure WhatsApp or
UPI groups can offer trusted spac-
o5 for women to seek advice, share
exrlmccs and resolve doubts
ctively.  Another  prsocity
should be 1o expand the number
of female banking agents - less
tham W% of Indix’s 1.3 million busi-
ness correspondents are women.
The path to real empowermnent
lies in coupling access with agen-
cvbullding - ensuring women can
not only recelve money but also
control, grow, and sustain it for
their own advancement.

Shravard Praloh, B Mertl and By
Khsania e ith IR Ersessenic Mobicdes
Sor Woemen Ladd Dewedagvnen! Progrom

Do cash transfers build women’s agency?

T AP ¢ gAYl AigAT3N 1 ATRIBIUT &HdT TeTd 82

Politics of Welfare and Women’s Cash Transfers in India

YR § STl IS 3T Afgensi & Toe gxdiazur

e The politics of welfare in India has become increasingly gendered, with cash transfers
emerging as both a social policy instrument and an electoral strategy.

YR #

Catll|

3R ATt U T % ¥ H SR R T

e Just weeks before Assembly elections, the Bihar government rolled out the

Beyond the transfer

The dats for the charts were sourced from the Woeld Bank Findex Report

(2025) and the TMS-Felecom Ropost 2005
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Mukhyamantri Mahila Rojgar Yojana — a ¥10,000 transfer to 75 lakh women as seed
capital for self-employment.
Ry YT g1l 9§ $9 g U, e WReR 3 gerEt afar AR de T gE ot —
75 TG Afgarsi &1 TWRIWAR & 1T 210,000 & &I oit & =0 § geaiad foar

e The goal is to help women start or expand small enterprises, with up to %2 lakh in
additional support for successful ventures.
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DT Ie=d AT I Bie ITH I T faariva & & Aee &1 8, Ihad Ao &
fo 22 wrE a@ sifafved Terar Sudsy HR1S e |

This joins a list of women-focused cash transfer programmes, such as Karnataka’s
Gruha Lakshmi, West Bengal’s Lakshmir Bhandar, Madhya Pradesh’s Ladli Behna
Yojana, and Telangana’s Mahalakshmi.
Ig B AfSAl-Bied Adh¢ geaiarul ATl & 2 8 71 §, S FHled 31 g a&H,
Ui S $t A SR, 7 USRI Bt ATS Al a8 gior1, 3R AT it HgTagHt|
These programmes are powered by India’s Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) architecture,
anchored on the ‘JAM trinity’ of Jan Dhan accounts, Aadhaar, and mobile phones,
enabling targeted delivery and transparency.
J IS URA Pt STAREE AfAfbe THAWR (DBT) TEHT WR 31Rd &, S “JJAM Brafeh —
gq_cﬁ%qm STYR 3R FiaTsd BiF — IR ot 8, Ford aféa faaror iR ureRiar gffa
I

As of August 2025, over 56 crore Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana accounts have been
opened, with women owning 55.7% of them.

AT 2025 T, 56 HRIS A AP FUHHA T U T @1 Wil o b @, o8
afgensii & U 55.7% @A ¢ |

According to the World Bank’s Global Findex Database 2025, 54% of Indian women
reported opening their first bank account primarily to receive government benefits or
wages.

ﬁ%éﬁ%@ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂzozs%@ﬁmﬂ 549% YR Afgarsit 3 gar f& I
T UGET S Wl 1 U A TRBRI ATY I a1 Tl 1 & Fore @

With 89% of Indian women now holding a bank account — on par with developed nations
and far above the global average of 77% — India has achieved a remarkable milestone in
recognising women as economic actors with a formal financial identity.

31d 89% MR ARFATSH & IR §h WIaT & — I8 fawmya <= & TR W 8 3R dfye ofra
77% 9 ol 3MAF § — YR A Higansii &I i aferaar & Wy sitvenive faxia ugam &
A IeEH1T e BT URR SR fhar 8|

At the heart of this progress lies a critical question: can direct cash empower women as
economic agents rather than just welfare recipients?

T WA & &% T T Hedqul UY §:; 1 W&l Ahq gxaiaRul Agensii &) ad wearor
Tt & sorg e wele & = U & T=ed 991 Wt 82

DBT schemes have been shown to enhance women'’s visible control over resources.
Research shows that income in a woman’s name increases her say in household
decisions and improves outcomes for children and the elderly.

g gy 7 8 o DB T Ae-Te Tfgensit & ware uR e = &) agrdht § | S 3
UdT Idl © b Afar & T8 R 3 39& oy fAvfal & iR derd § ofik a=at onv gl
¥ fore ufvomdt & guRd 21

Therefore, schemes such as Bihar’s can represent the first formal recognition of women’s
economic identity.

gy, fagr Seft died wigansi @ enfifes ugar ot ugel U= |I=udT &1
gfaffia &R et g1

However, beneath the impressive numbers, the story is more complex. Despite the JAM
push leading to near-universal account ownership by women, around 20% remain dormant
due to insufficient funds, low perceived need, or discomfort in engaging with formal
banking.

BT, WHER 3fibsl & U1 Her! iR o sifed 81 JAM Ugd & Tav[g Afgansii & @
YT ATGHIED BI 71T &, T 20% @rat fAfSra 3gar 5, st watw fAiemt &t w3t w0
SATIRTHAT Pt YROM, AT SNUATRS §fHT A rgfaen & FRU 5|

Inrural and semi-urban areas, distance from bank branches and the digital divide
worsen this disengagement.

ma%rgﬁwrﬁf?rsﬁaa‘rﬁ I ransit & g&t o f$frea fwer 59 sraged &1 ok
1 3d B
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Women’s Financial Behaviour and Barriers in India

YR A Afgarsit &1 fa<iy soagr ik q1yme

e Alarge number of women use their accounts primarily to withdraw cash transfers —
usage for savings, borrowmg or payments remains low.
St T § AfFand Sy Wral $T Y& U A AP ¢ gediaRul (Hdpra & Iy IuahT wedt
& — 99a, BUI, A1 YA F T ITGRT HH B/ B

e Although 38 crore RuPay cards (which come free with Jan Dhan accounts) have been
issued and UPI transactions have surged from %2 crore in FY17 to ¥18,600 crore in FY25,
women’s usage of debit cards and digital payments continues to lag behind men'’s.
mﬁ?ssmﬁmmwm%?mumﬁ)wmw%&%wm AeH FY17
T 22 HRIS A FY25 A 218,600 HIS a d¢ TU g, Afgarsit &1 Sfae &1 ok fefrea
YA BT ITANT G351 B gaqr d§ fD 71

e Apart from patriarchal norms, a low level of digital access has prevented bank accounts
from translating into sustained savings, credit uptake, or active digital transactions for
women.

frgaaTe® Urdst & sramar, $ fERied uga 7 @ wral & afgarsi & forg wirh s= ,
mmmmmmﬁwawm%

e \Women are 19% less likely to own mobile phones (as per GSMA), which are needed to
access information about accounts and funds.
HIREATE 19% HH WHITAT TG & b 3 U HITSe BI- N (GSMA & JFER), S @1l
3R AR 9 STHeRY 9% ugea & fe snavae 3|

e Data from the Findex survey shows that the costs of phones and data, lack of privacy,
fear of cyber fraud, and social norms prevent women’s ownership of mobile phones.

Findex T340 3 352 R & 6 B 3R Je1 Y anTa, Mu-aar &t s, argaw
HRETerE 1 52, 3R WTHIRIE AIES AR & Tiard B ¥ wiia 3 9 8|

e Shared phone access for a large number of women further limits independent digital
banking.
3} T § wiganst & fow Orenm Wi IuuT wWad e 3 & iR Siftd sar |

e Financial and digital literacy remain significant barriers. More than two-thirds of Indian
women still rely on male relatives to make financial transactions.
faitg 3k fEforea Tnerar meayuf a1uT s+ &3 &1 WRd Afgarsit ¥ g1-faers @ eifte
3nft oft fashia @913 & fore gow Rzdert wR flR €1

o Therefore, India’s leap from access to agency for women remains incomplete.
gqferg, URd o Afgamaeft & e uga ¥ wxifdae<or &) sai el 3|

e For schemes such as Bihar’s Rojgar Yojana to become genuine instruments of economic
empowerment, they need to move beyond simply placing money in women’s bank
accounts.
R # AR T S-f el &1 arafas e Txifdas o SuHRur 74 & fag,
3% had Afgarsii & & @ral § TAT ST A 3T Tg1 ST

e Beneficiaries require complementary long-term support.
Ay # R Sredwifers Iuda @) srawasdr g1

¢ Most importantly, building genuine financial agency will require giving women control over
assets by providing secure property rights and joint land titles.
T Hedqul, arafa® it axifaaeeor 99 & fog afgarst & dufyr uR fArizror &
AT ¢, YT Hulr freR 3R Tgad Y e ueH e |

¢ Only when women have tangible control over land or business assets can they leverage
credit, participate in markets, and engage in new forms of commerce.

SHad aHft oid afgarsti & U Y a1 ATETa U UR 19 fEA0T I, o BT &1 a1y IS8T
HHdl g, TETRT A URT & THel §, 3R ¢ YHR & a1forsa & e g) aodl 3

o Equally critical is strengthening the ‘mobile’ pillar of the JAM trinity. Subsidised
smartphones and affordable data plans would allow women to access their accounts and
digital payment tools independently, avoiding reliance on shared devices that erode
privacy and autonomy.

T ¥ ¥ Tgaqui § JAM Bgfd & Alege WY &1 Aoigg H3A11 gaiist 9 Tew
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3R T ST W Afgansii &1 3= @ral R fEfrea Ymarm Syl 9% add ugd ¢ o
JerH ST, [T SUBON R Ffvar 3 sard gu S mustdr iR wrasdr & SR SRd
gl

Banks, fintech, and mobile operators must co-create financial products that reflect the
realities of women’s informal, seasonal, or sporadic incomes; caregiving
respon5|bll|t|es and limited financial and digital I|teracy

3R HiaTsa TRex &I faxiia Iaure we-fAwtor w1 =nfee S afgensit @t
eﬁwﬁﬁmﬁﬂﬁmaﬁuﬁmm v oyt o Wit faxig ok feforea
LIRRGI |

Community-based confidence networks can bridge the trust gap. Initiatives such as
digital banking sakhis and secure WhatsApp or UPI groups can offer trusted spaces for
women to seek advice, share experiences, and resolve doubts collectively.

et Sntfid YRy Aead Ay iar &) ure Iod ¢ | f3frea dfr afear sk
I WhatsApp TT UPI Tg ST gl Afgersil o1 AaTg A, SIWd AT S 3R Heg
AYfed U | g0 1 & AU fAy-a ®E ue@ &R 9t 8|

Another priority should be to expand the number of female banking agents — less than
10% of India’s 1.3 million business correspondents are women.

T 3R WUfAEHar gt anfet i afgen s volel #t wemm 9e1s Wi — URd & 13 a9
TN Harggrarsii & 10% A Wt w0 afgan g

The path to real empowerment lies in coupling access with agency-building — ensuring
women can not only receive money but also control, grow, and sustain it for their own
advancement.

e FfRIER 1 AN ugd B axifaaev fFafor & @iy e 7 ¥ — a8 g
q1fs 3! 3u-t SAf B TP |

GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, 13 October 2025
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Tribals in Ranchi
rally against Kurmis’
demand for ST status

Press Trust o! ln!!a

RANCHI

Thousands of people from
various tribal groups on
Sunday took out an ‘Ak-
rosh Maharally’” in Ranchi
to protest the Kurmi com-
munity’s demand for Sche-
duled Tribe (ST) status.

The rally, participated
by tribal leaders, youths
and women from different
districts of the State, was
taken out from Ranchi’s
Morabadi ground, and the
participants  threatened
that they would intensify
the protest if any move to
give the ST status to the
Kurmi community was
made.

The rally culminated in
a public meeting at Ram-

dayal Munda football
ground near Ranchi
college.

‘Token protest’

Kumudini Dhan, a tribal
leader, said it is just a token
protest by all 32 tribes of
the State to showcase the
tribal strength. “If any
move of giving ST status to
Kurmi is made, Jharkhand
will see a bigger agitation,”

she said.

Kendriya Sarna Samiti
president Ajay Tirkey said
that they would not allow
anyone to snatch the rights
of the tribal people. “All tri-
bals in the State are united,
and they are aware of their
rights. A conspiracy is be-
ing made to usurp the con-
stitutional rights, political
representation, reserva-
tion and land rights of tri-
bals,” he said. Gladson
Dungdung, another tribal
leader, said it is a battle to
protect the tribal
existence.

On September 20, thou-
sands of protesters squat-
ted on railway tracks at va-
rious stations across the
State under the banner of
Adivasi Kurmi Samaj (AKS)
to press their demand for a
Scheduled Tribe status for
the Kurmi community and
inclusion of the Kurmali
language in the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitu-
tion. The agitation had led
to cancellation, diversion
and short-termination of
more than 100 trains. The
tribal groups had protested
the rail blockade by the
Kurmi community.

Tribals in Ranchi rally
against Kurmis’ demand

e Thousands of people from
various tribal groups on Sunday
took out an ‘Akrosh Maharally’ in
Ranchi to protest the Kurmi
community’s demand for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.
faft snfearht aygl & goR!
R A IfaaR DY I § pHt
TG P Y[ St
(@I TS Bt 7 & fRIY H uh
“JTSHIRT TR Farett |

e The rally, participated by
tribal leaders, youths and
women from different districts of
the State, was taken out from
Ranchi’s Morabadi ground, and
the participants threatened that
they would intensify the protest if
any move to give the ST status to
the Kurmi community was
made.

9 it & rsa & fafta forel 9
31T Sfeardt AT, gaw iR
afgang it ff | g8 el I &
ARgTaTd AgH ¥ AT 78, ok
gfaHTit = Aarat 4 fos afe gt
TS ) TS ol & DI DIs
HIRM F 78, a3 faRly oY &R
GEaul

e The rally culminated in a
public meeting at Ramdayal
Munda football ground near
Ranchi college.
el 7 w7 It Brae & I
AT YT peaid HeM § Uh
AT U & &0 J ol

‘Token protest’

YelpTHD faAer

e Kumudini Dhan, a tribal
leader, said it is just a token
protest by all 32 tribes of the
State to showcase the tribal
strength. “If any move of giving
ST status to Kurmi is made,
Jharkhand will see a bigger
agitation,” she said.
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Jrfeardt Aar it &= A Fe1 6 I8 9 31 9ot 32 Sererferay gRT sro- Snrfearsdt zifaa
foam & fere fasan man Had U edteTare faRiY 81 3511 Fer, “afe il g & wad
oIt ¢ B DI DI B 75, O FRES H 399 H TS7 Sficier o1 e |”

e Kendriya Sarna Samiti president Ajay Tirkey said that they would not allow anyone to
snatch the rights of the tribal people. “All tribals in the State are united, and they are aware
of their rights. A conspiracy is being made to usurp the constitutional rights, political
representation, reservation and land rights of tribals,” he said.

=g I IiAfa & areaer e fasst 3 we1 5 3 forddt & off snfeardt @il & iR

B T8 <71 B FeT, o & qoft enfeandt uhye € 9k 3 o SifieRl & v g

ffariral & Haunfe ARER, Teifae ufaffia, smremr ik Y SifeRY & g
B U JIFTRT = o W B 17

e Gladson Dungdung, another tribal leader, said it is a battle to protect the tribal
existence.
TH 3 SATfearelt a1 AeH UG A Hgl foh g8 Snfeandt sif&ra #t e 3 asiE 3|

e On September 20, thousands of protesters squatted on railway tracks at various stations
across the State under the banner of Adivasi Kurmi Samaj (AKS) to press their demand for
Scheduled Tribe status for the Kurmi community and inclusion of the Kurmali language
in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.

20 frdaR 31, sfeandt o+f Ture (THhTe) F IR 90 T R & fAftE RE W goRY

: ; yeRFeIRal 3 Y B veial R R fean, arfes off wera & fore
amﬁam%aﬁaﬁvgqﬁwaﬁ;rﬁmaﬁme@qsﬁ
H S HIA DI 3O A W Sa1d I Job |

e The agitation had led to cancellation, diversion and short-
termination of more than 100 trains. The tribal groups had
protested the rail blockade by the Kurmi community.

‘ PN 39 e & BRUT 100 F ST ¢l BI IgiHor, AR ufad T ok
e T ST g g8 ot enfeareht wEl 3 o+f wqer gry fpu T Y
eaons; adrimplrarosniairrsacs by 3ARIY o1 foRry Topar 1|

granting ST s2atus to the Kurmi community in Raschi, i1
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Canadian Foreign
Minister set to meet
Jaishankar today

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

<!rlxa!!an !orengn Hunlster

Anita Anand arrived in the
national capital on Sunday,
a day before talks with her
Indian counterpart, S.
Jaishankar.

The discussions are ex-
pected to focus on setting
up a framework for bilater-
al “strategic” cooperation
in areas of trade, energy
and security.

It is Ms. Anand’s first vi-
sit to India after assuming
charge as the Foreign Mi-
nister in May. She is also
scheduled to meet Com-
merce Minister Piyush
Goyal to discuss ways to
boost two-way trade ties.

“This visit will help
build on the positive mo-
mentum in India-Canada
relations by revitalising our
bilateral mechanisms, dee-
pening economic coopera-
tion, and further streng-
thening the enduring
people-to-people ties that
anchor our partnership,”
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said on X.

Three-nation tour

New Delhi is Ms. Anand’s
first stop of her three-na-
tion tour that will also take
her to China and Singa-
pore. In New Delhi, Minis-
ter Anand will meet with
Mr. Jaishankar and Mr.
Goyal, as “both countries
move toward establishing a
framework for strategic
cooperation on issues such
as trade diversification,

A/
Itis Canadian Foreign Minister
Anita Anand’s first visit to India
after assuming the position.

energy transformation and
security”, a Canadian rea-
dout said on Saturday.

The Canadian foreign
minister’s visit comes
more than three weeks af-
ter Canada’s National Se-
curity Advisor Nathalie
Drouin visited India and
held extensive talks with
his Indian counterpart Ajit
Doval. Days after the meet-
ing, Canada designated the
Lawrence Bishnoi gang as
a terrorist entity for “vio-
lently targeting” certain
communities and creating
a “climate of fear”.

The renewed vibrancy
in the ties between the two
countries followed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
talks with his Canadian
counterpart Mark Carney
on the margins of the G7
Summit at Canada’s Kana-
naskis in June.

In Singapore, Ms.
Anand will meet with her
counterpart Vivian Balak-
rishnan, to further streng-
then Canada’s cooperation
with “one of its most im-
portant  partners” in
Southeast Asia, the rea-
dout said.

Canadian Foreign Minister set to meet
Jaishankar today

TS $1 facwr #:t onet sraRier A
iy areht @

e Canadian Foreign Minister Anita Anand
arrived in the national capital on Sunday, a day
before talks with her Indian counterpart, S.
Jaishankar.

HTST B1 fagw wft orfiar airiq fAar @1 Wt
YT U], 307 URATT THHE TH. SARD
& 1Y 9Td § U oA U

e The discussions are expected to focus on
setting up a framework for bilateral “strategic”
cooperation in areas of trade, energy and
security.

gratefl &1 hg AR, FHel 3R Y& & & o
feuehta «urifas” Heah & faw ue eir dar
P WG

e Itis Ms. Anand’s first visit to India after
assuming charge as the Foreign Minister in May.
She is also scheduled to meet Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal to discuss ways to boost
two-way trade ties.
ST 3T HT I8 US ¥ fad =t d1ug
TUTER & T1¢ HIRT HT Ugdl aIRT ¢ | I8 a1forey
Tt gy e ¥ ot fdT aife fgueha smnfve
TN 1 g6 & dP! IR gdi &I ofl Tb |

e  “This visit will help build on the positive
momentum in India-Canada relations by
revitalising our bilateral mechanisms, deepening
economic cooperation, and further strengthening
the enduring people-to-people ties that anchor
our partnership,” External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said on X.
fadsr varer & yaaan ¥R SaTe A TR W
8T, “Tg GRT HRA-BTST Haeh § RIS T
HEUIT B! TG B 3R GARI TRIGRT BT Hoigd
FRA T AT b o A B 3R geg He o
HaE ST

Three-nation tour

&= = 1 ST

e New Delhi is Ms. Anand’s first stop of
her three-nation tour that will also take her to
China and Singapore.

% fawelt 30 di 3N & GIR 1 UgdT US4 o,
fore a8 A= 3R RiITgR oft St

e In New Delhi, Minister Anand will meet
with Mr. Jaishankar and Mr. Goyal, as “both
countries move toward establishing a framework
for strategic cooperation on issues such as trade
diversification, energy transformation and
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security,” a Canadian readout said on Saturday.

% feeeht o, Wt orfiar sig vH. waRie ofR Wiy e ¥ i, wife i <X s
fafadiewor, Swif FuiaRor ik GRem S gel R Yurifae TgahT ST gien RAfid A &
3= & o1 9 33 ,” PATSI 3t R § IHaR &1 g1 ™|

The Canadian foreign minister’s visit comes more than three weeks after Canada’s
National Security Advisor Nathalie Drouin visited India and held extensive talks with her
Indian counterpart Ajit Doval.

FATST B faewr w:h &1 g <R1 HTST B TR TATEPR YT S5 & HRd G
%ﬁ?er%%"-mﬂuw&raﬁﬁasﬁmﬁ%mu ST & diF 9w I Sifte 99d 915
wIRI

Days after the meeting, Canada designated the Lawrence Bishnoi gang as a terrorist
entity for “violently targeting” certain communities and creating a “climate of fear”.

9% & S a1 a1, HATST A ARY f¥9E AR Bt srdward! Wre+ Nifva fa,
Fiifr 3T F© T B! “fETd T I F=m1 s 3R “47 &1 eI S|
The renewed vibrancy in the ties between the two countries followed Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s talks with his Canadian counterpart Mark Carney on the margins of the
G7 Summit at Canada’s Kananaskis in June.

AT 320 & GEel T TS oIt BT AT TUTHAT TR AT 3R I H1STs GHSE AT
BT & I 7 & FTST S FAHIRPE H §T G7 RRaR IWa= & SRE gs ardf & a1e gan|

In Singapore, Ms. Anand will meet with her counterpart Vivian Balakrishnan, to further
strengthen Canada’s cooperation with “one of its most important partners” in Southeast
Asia, the readout said.

RITTR &, orftaT e 37 g fafaa= Srarpw M  fidwh arfe aférr-qd ofkmr &
ﬁ&rtﬁ Y AUl AreeR! & § TH” & 1Y HATST b TgaNT &1 3R Aoigd fhar o T, Rure
el 7T
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India sends Minister to
Egypt for Gaza summit

New Delhi will be represented by Minister of State for External Affairs Kirtivardhan Singh in place

of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who declined the invitation from Egypt due to the short notice

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia will send Minister

of State for External

Affairs  Kirtivardhan
Singh to represent the
country at the Peace Sum-
mit on Gaza in Sharm el-
Sheikh to be co-hosted by
Egypt and the United
States on Monday, officials
confirmed to The Hindu.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi was among more
than 20 world leaders in-
vited over the weekend to
attend the summit, which
will be co-hosted by Egyp-
tian President Abdel Fattah
el-Sisi and U.S. President
Donald Trump, to discuss
the ceasefire deal between
Israel and Hamas, bro-
kered mainly by negotia-
tors from the U.S., Egypt,
and Qatar.

However, given the
short notice, Mr. Modi,
whose invitation was deli-
vered by Egyptian Ambas-
sador Kamel Galal, de-
clined the invitation. Mr.
Modi had also met U.S. spe-
cial envoy and Ambassa-
dor-designate Sergio Gor
in Delhi on Saturday.

Egypt’s FM to visit Delhi
Mr. Singh left for Cairo on
Sunday and will travel to
Sharm el-Sheikh on Mon-
day, the officials said. Mr.
Modi is, however, expected
to meet Egyptian Foreign
Minister Badr Abdelatty la-

Key gathering: More than 20 world leaders are expected at the
Sharm el-Sheikh Summit for Peace on Monday. REUTERS

ter this week, who is tra-

velling to Delhi to hold the
India-Egypt Strategic
Dialogue.

According to sources,
Mr. Abdelatty’s visit is part
of the Sisi-Modi Strategic
Partnership  Agreement
signed in January 2023,
and this is his first visit to
India since taking over in
2024. Mr. Abdelatty has
been in frequent contact
with External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar, including
during Operation Sindoor
in May, and Egypt had
strongly condemned the
Pahalgam terror attacks.

Mr. Abdelatty is also ex-
pected to brief the govern-
ment on the plans for the
reconstruction of Gaza.

Although Egypt is not a
member of the India-Mid-
dle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC), it has
been keen to discuss alter-
native route alignments

through Sharm el-Sheikh
with India, given the secur-
ity issues with Israel’s Haifa
port, where the current
alignment lies.

Among those who have
confirmed their participa-
tion at Monday’s event in
Sharm el-Sheikh are UN Se-
cretary-General Antonio
Guterres and the leaders of
France, Italy, Spain, and
the U.K. A number of lead-
ers from Europe, the Gulf
region, and other parts of
Asia are expected to be
there as well.

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif will attend.
Iran’s leadership, which re-
ceived a surprise invita-
tion, has declined it, as has
Hamas.

It is still unclear wheth-
er Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu or
the Palestinian Authority
President, Mahmoud Ab-
bas, would attend.

India sends Minister to Egypt for Gaza summit

HRA 3 eI R IWa & fore w=t &) fog wem

On Monday morning,
Mr. Trump will be in Jeru-
salem to address the Israeli
parliament as he and Mr.
Netanyahu await the re-
lease of 20 Israeli hostages
still alive and the return of
remaining bodies of those
who have died since they
were abducted by Hamas
during the 2023 terror at-
tacks. Israel will release
about 2,000 Palestinian
prisoners.

Finalise truce deal

Mr. Abdelatty spoke by te-
lephone to his counter-
parts in a number of coun-
tries, said the Egyptian
Foreign Ministry on Sun-
day, and conveyed the invi-
tation from President Sisi
and President Trump to
witness the signing of a
peace agreement.

“During the calls, Minis-
ter Abdelatty discussed the
substantive arrangements
of the summit, which is a
historic summit aimed at
ending the war on the Gaza
Strip,” said the statement.

“The summit seeks to
help restore regional stabil-
ity and alleviate the suffer-
ing of the Palestinian peo-
ple in Gaza, in line with
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s vision for peace in
the region,” it added.

Mr. Modi had welcomed
the Gaza ceasefire agree-
ment last week and spoke
to Mr. Trump over the tele-
phone to congratulate him.
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New Delhi will be represented by Minister of State for External Affairs Kirtivardhan Singh
in place of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who declined the invitation from Egypt due to the
short notice.

7% faeeh &1 ufafifica g vrea w4t Siffad Riz gri i siom, wife yurrih g
I} A S GG BT YA & SR A T 37T FH301 B rdipR H e

India will send Minister of State for External Affairs Kirtivardhan Singh to represent the
country at the Peace Summit on Gaza in Sharm el-Sheikh to be co-hosted by Egypt and
the United States on Monday, officials confirmed to The Hindu.

YR fae= s w4t Fiifdatda Riz o <t sra-W/@ & 19 ara e wnifa w@a d g &1
gfaffia & & foe 2o, 59 i 3R SmifYeT gRT BhaR &1 Igad ¥ ¥ Smaiford faar
ST, SHfIHIRGT 3 7 Bg ! gfd 3t
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was among more than 20 world leaders invited over the
weekend to attend the summit, which will be co-hosted by Egyptian President Abdel Fattah
el-Sisi and U.S. President Donald Trump, to discuss the ceasefire deal between Israel
and Hamas, brokered mainly by negotiators from the U.S., Egypt, and Qatar.

FUTTHA TR 71t 3 20 J Siftre fay Aanen & e & o Twrgia § I8ed 8 Ui e &

fo1q Sfrif3re febar T o, ford ey & ITgufar rede B orer-wikit ok smfvant

SIHTeS dU gRT Ygad &0 ¥ TSI fobar ST, a1fes soRTsd 3R 891 & &l g faRTH

%mﬁﬁﬁwaﬁﬁmw,ma@wﬁaﬁﬁw,meﬁﬁ?%mmnwﬁ
|

However, given the short notice, Mr. Modi, whose invitation was delivered by Egyptian
Ambassador Kamel Galal, declined the invitation. Mr. Modi had also met U.S. special
envoy and Ambassador-designate Sergio Gor in Delhi on Saturday.

BT, HH THY BT AT BT ¢9d gu, 9t Hid, [ T & Ioiga SR e gRT STHAv
& e o, A 9 SRR F fean| ot widt 7 AR @ fewdt d st & faviy ga ok
reTga-ATRd it TR ¥ o garerd @t ot

Egypt’s FM to visit Delhi

e & fagw w3t foeelt @1 SR ¥

Mr. Singh left for Cairo on Sunday and will travel to Sharm el-Sheikh on Monday, the
officials said. Mr. Modi is, however, expected to meet Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr
Abdelatty later this week, who is travelling to Delhi to hold the India-Egypt Strategic
Dialogue.

SiferemTiea = saran i ot Rig Aaar Y wifg=r & forw 3@ gu ok HiaR &1 2 ord-2a
ST | BTaifen, ot Widt 39 T & ofd # fre & fadwr vt R Srdand) I fiyan &t Sl ©,
S URa-fre Yoo araf & fo feeeh o R €
According to sources, Mr. Abdelatty’s visit is part of the Sisi-Modi Strategic Partnership
Agreement signed in January 2023, and this is his first visit to India since taking over in
2024.

Hidl & 3R, MY TS B AT FHa 2023 § geanaid Rf-aid vorifae argiert
YU BT 71 8, 3R I8 2024 W UGHR YGUI B & d1G SPT HRd BT Ugel RIS |
Mr. Abdelatty has been in frequent contact with External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar,
including during Operation Sindoor in May, and Egypt had strongly condemned the
Pahalgam terror attacks.

o= wft T, ORIy & Y AR ud § G ©, o wg H Sifavw fRigR ot
mﬂﬁa% ﬁvﬁwamﬁmﬁaﬁﬁﬁaaﬁam
Mr. Abdelatty is also expected to brief the government on the plans for the reconstruction
of Gaza.
oft srSars) ¥ 78 i Iwdte § far & e & gAfator 3t Aerel R WER $ TEHRT
Although Egypt is not a member of the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC), it has been keen to discuss alternative route alignments through Sharm el-Sheikh
with India, given the security issues with Israel’s Haifa port, where the current alignment
lies.

grdiifer Fre WRd-Her d-gR1u e iy (IMEC) &1 Wew 761 8, Af a8 2 era-2ra
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& HIEH Y HRH & A1y S feqs AT IRWT IR = B & 0 IS 8, HAlfch FoRIgd &
BTZWT §e7TTE I aifird JYR&MT HE, §, St aad AFf f¥Ud 3

Among those who have confirmed their participation at Monday’s event in Sharm el-Sheikh
are UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and the leaders of France, Italy, Spain, and
the U.K.

HIHAR o W S-S H A SriseH 7 Sfuf HRTIGR] &1 gfY 3 aral # wyga g
TG Telf=ra e 3R Wwiv, gedt, T 3R fores & a1 wfta g1

A number of leaders from Europe, the Gulf region, and other parts of Asia are expected to
be there as well.

RIY, WTET &8 3N TR & 37 f{wd & w3 ar off gt Sufd g9 &1 3ufic 8|

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif will attend. Iran’s leadership, which received a
surprise invitation, has declined it, as has Hamas.

TIfpeaT & FUTHET XEars IRIB S0 A 8| 19 & Aqa A, 9 s/ s
fore o1, 39 SRR & fear €, orn o game 3 off fosam

It is still unclear whether Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu or Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas would attend.

U 3« d WY G & (b goRTSe Uur= Sonnfie Aq=urg ar fefRrei=h wiftrevor &
YUl ARG I SHH Ifhel g1 AT e |

On Monday morning, Mr. Trump will be in Jerusalem to address the Israeli parliament as
he and Mr. Netanyahu await the release of 20 Israeli hostages still alive and the return of
remaining bodies of those who have died since they were abducted by Hamas during the
2023 terror attacks. Israel will release about 2,000 Palestinian prisoners.

TR gag, Mt <u g&ad § soRIge e & I S, Safe 98 3R ot Aa=ung
2023 & ATIHATS! THA! b RIH AT §RT 3UEd fbT 7T 20 ST goRTS! dUD) B e
aﬁ?%ﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂaﬁwﬁ&nﬁm RIS TTHT 2,000 FRTeRe=T Sfeal &
Rt |

Finalise truce deal

gafavm T &1 sifaw = u AT

Mr. Abdelatty spoke by telephone to his counterparts in a number of countries, said the
Egyptian Foreign Ministry on Sunday, and conveyed the invitation from President Sisi and
President Trump to witness the signing of a peace agreement.

fire & faer womery 7 YfaaR & Ha1 & ot srdarst 7 &5 < & U THHE ¥ HIF W ad
%ﬁ?mﬁm@vwﬁ@ﬁwamm@%wmma@ﬁ%mm
|

“During the calls, Minister Abdelatty discussed the substantive arrangements of the summit,
which is a historic summit aimed at ending the war on the Gaza Strip,” said the statement.
TSN B SR, Tl SIS} 3 THT Bt IRy TSl IR 7l Y, S T Ugt R g
AW B3 b Ie¥d I T Cfag1Rie wwied ¢, 9 # &el 1|

“The summit seeks to help restore regional stability and alleviate the suffering of the
Palestinian people in Gaza, in line with U.S. President Donald Trump’s vision for peace
in the region,” it added.

TR BT 3237 A FRRET 8T B3 3R et # fbferei=it @i &) fis1 & 9 w3 o
HeE B 8, S SANSDT APl SHHTeS U B Wifd TP & ST 3,” ST Hgl 1|

Mr. Modi had welcomed the Gaza ceasefire agreement last week and spoke to Mr. Trump
over the telephone to congratulate him.

ot Tt = IS TwTg Mol G aRT T &1 WRTd a1 o7 3Rt ¢u &1 guT1s & & forg
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BJP names three candidates
from J&K for Rajya Sabha polls

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

The BJP on Sunday an-
nounced three candidates
for the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions in Jammu and Kash-
mir scheduled for October
24.

“The names were decid-
ed by the Parliamentary
Board of the party. Today,
all 27 MLAs held a meeting
to strategise and plan the
upcoming elections,” se-
nior BJP leader and Leader
of the Opposition Sunil
Sharma said.

The BJP has decided to
contest three seats out of
four in J&K. The candidates
are J&K unit president Sa-
tya Sharma, BJP vice-presi-

J&K is witnessing the
first Rajva Sabha
elections since the
erstwhile State was
reduced to a Union
Territory in 2019

dent Rakesh Mahajan, and
Ali Mohammad Mir.

J&K is witnessing the first
Rajya Sabha elections since
the erstwhile State was re-
duced to a Union Territory
in 2019.

Congress opts out
The Congress decided
against fielding any candi-
date for a “less safe” seat
and accused the coalition
partner of betrayal.

“During the talks bet-
ween the National Confe-
rence leadership and Con-
gress’s central leadership,
our party had demanded
one safe seat, which is seat
number one or seat num-
ber two. Instead, we were
offered seat number four,
which is less safe. We have
decided against fielding any
candidate for this seat,”
said Tarig Hameed Karra,
J&K Pradesh Congress
Committee president. He
added it was a “unani-
mous” decision of the par-
ty’s core committee meet-
ing, including legislators.

Mr. Karra also noted the
growing unease between
the National Conference
(NC) and the Congress.

BJP names three candidates from J&K for Rajya Sabha polls

ST GATAl & T UTSTUT A TRI-HAR G di9 Iufigar] & A "iftq fee

e The BJP on Sunday announced three candidates for the Rajya Sabha elections in Jammu
and Kashmir scheduled for October 24.

YTSTYT A IATR D S-SR T Isqq YT AT o 7 i SWfigart & 9ivon o1, S 24

SFgar &I Auika g

e “The names were decided by the Parliamentary Board of the party. Today, all 27 MLAs held
a meeting to strategise and plan the upcoming elections,” senior BJP leader and Leader of
the Opposition Sunil Sharma said.

31 AT} &1 ot urdf & wadta 9t A fsan| ot 27 faemaet 3 s el @ RoHifa 8Tk
IS §9H & foTT 98 &1, IR YIS a1 iR fauer & Jar geta =t = Ha1l

e The BJP has decided to contest three seats out of four in J&K. The candidates are J&K
unit president Satya Sharma, BJP vice-president Rakesh Mahajan, and Ali Mohammad

Mir.

YTSTT = TR HRUR 3t TR T § 9 Wel R gAma ade- &1 ol forn g1 Suficar § — 99
HYHR SPTS &b A o YT, HISTUT IUTLHE B HETSH, 3R 3reft AigwIg HiR|

o J&K is witnessing the first Rajya Sabha elections since the erstwhile State was reduced
to a Union Territory in 2019.
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Congress opts out

DU = GG | A9 9199 foran

e The Congress decided against fielding any candidate for a “less safe” seat and accused the
coalition partner of betrayal.
BN A “FH GRIga” Wie & o s Iufigar 7 IdRA &1 iy for SR Tede= Jgarft R
fayrTeaTa 71 3RY @I

o “During the talks between the National Conference leadership and Congress’s central
leadership, our party had demanded one safe seat, which is seat number one or seat
number two. Instead, we were offered seat number four, which is less safe. We have decided
against fielding any candidate for this seat,” said Tariqg Hameed Karra, J&K Pradesh
Congress Committee president.
AR BIHpH g 3R B & BEIT Aged & dd FIadid b GRMH, SHRI UIel 7 Th
JRfrd e B A ot o, S e JoR T a1 e FeR <1 7| 5T To 89 Hie HeR IR 3
U6 B T3, S HH JRI&M g | g9 39 Ui & 1T H1g IWHgaR 7 IdRA &1 iy ferar g7
S-SR USY ST FTY & sreae diive giiie &1 3 Hell

e He added it was a “unanimous” decision of the party’s core committee meeting, including
legislators.

31 wel fo a8 faurge! afgd urdf 1 sk afafa 1 «adawar fFAofg un

e Mr. Karra also noted the growing unease between the National Conference (NC) and the
Congress.

ft TxT AT BI3H (T 3R FIIT & 1 Tl srgerar R i ear feaman|
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BJP systematically
undermining RTI
Act, says Congress

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Sunday
accused the Narendra Mo-
di government of systemat-
ically weakening the Right
to Information (RTI) Act,
saying the law was targeted
because it enabled citizens
to fact-check the Prime Mi-
nister’s claims.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge, in a post
on social media platform
X, said a chilling “no data
available” doctrine now
prevails, as the govern-
ment “brazenly” with-
holds information to es-
cape accountability.

“Since 2014, over 100
RTI activists have been
murdered, unleashing a
climate of terror that pun-
ishes truth-seekers and ex-
tinguishes dissent,” Mr.
Kharge said.

Addressing a press con-
ference later in the day to
mark the 20th anniversary
of the law, enacted on Oc-
tober 12, 2005 under the
Congress-led United Pro-
gressive Alliance govern-
ment, the party’s general
secretary in charge of com-
munications, Jairam Ra-
mesh, said, “For the BJP,
the RTI means Right to

The Digital Personal
Data Protection Act,
can be the ‘final

death knell’ for RTI,
says Jairam Ramesh

Intimidate.”

Mr. Ramesh said the first
major blow to the law
came with the July 2019
amendment, which re-
moved key provisions that
had been included based
on the recommendations
of a Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee that had,
among its members, form-
er President Ram Nath Ko-
vind, then a Rajya Sabha
member.

The Congress leader
said he had challenged the
2019 amendments to the
RTI Act in the Supreme
Court on December 17,
2019, but regretted that the
matter remained pending
even after nearly six years.

He also warned that the
Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection Act, if implement-
ed in its present form,
would prove to be the “fi-
nal death knell” for the
RTI. “Section 44(3) of the
Act says that no personal
information will be accessi-
ble under the RTI,” he said.

BJP systematically
undermining RTI Act, says
Congress

HTSTaT 3RET3iTg Srfifraw &1
HIFRYT I T HHAR P 8T 2,
HTUT BT BT

e The Congress on Sunday
accused the Narendra Modi
government of systematically
weakening the Right to Information
(RTI) Act, saying the law was targeted
because it enabled citizens to fact-check
the Prime Minister’s claims.

PN A AAIR B g A TWPR W
AT &1 SAfUPR (RTI) Sifefam o1
AR FY Y HHGIR DR BT SR
I, g8 Pad gu [ 39 BT &I =
ST 71 i T8 AR Y gerHE
& qTal @I S HIA T J&H T1CT T

e Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, in a post on social
media platform X, said a chilling “no data
available” doctrine now prevails, as the
government “brazenly” withholds
information to escape accountability.
HIUT 3T LG IR RSNG|
Hifea wiehid X )R URe § &1 fos 3@
TAfeId &, i TWPHR Sagce! o 994 &
T SHeR! B FEE” 8P I At 7

e “Since 2014, over 100 RTI
activists have been murdered,
unleashing a climate of terror that
punishes truth-seekers and extinguishes
dissent,” Mr. Kharge said.

“2014 9 319 d%, 100 & 34fY® RTI
PGt AR I I &, o Th 3MTdd
&1 AR &1 § 1l I Wio aral
ot W& 3 FeT

e Addressing a press conference
later in the day to mark the 20th
anniversary of the law, enacted on
October 12, 2005 under the Congress-
led United Progressive Alliance
government, the party’s general
secretary in charge of communications,
Jairam Ramesh, said, “For the BJP, the
RTI means Right to Intimidate.”

& & 918 T U9 SHi3hy &I ASITId dxd
BT, S BT Pt 20dY aefitic & M W
2, fO 12 3fagaR, 2005 P HIUT Aged
A YT WA TS TRPR &
T8d AN foam T T, el & AR U
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T STORTH TR 3 g1, “HISUT & o, RTI &1 Addd § YHPM BT PRI

Mr. Ramesh said the first major blow to the law came with the July 2019 amendment, which
removed key provisions that had been included based on the recommendations of a
Parliamentary Standing Committee that had, among its members, former President Ram
Nath Kovind, then a Rajya Sabha member.
&ﬁm%aﬁrﬁiwﬁwwwmzow TR & Iy T, FoRm Tgayuf
U1yl o1 gl e, Sl Ueh Hadhy SRt afffa o1 Rieie & snyR o =mfid feu e 9,
foreres gal # gd gufa Iy SIS, T I5qqHT W i A

The Congress leader said he had challenged the 2019 amendments to the RTI Act in the
Supreme Court on December 17, 2019, but regretted that the matter remained pending
even after nearly six years.

HIT AT - Fgl [ o 17 faxaR, 2019 &1 G B & RTI AT & 2019 T=MerT
DI A &1 o, Afp IR SrhuI e fara fos ag Ardan @y B8 Td o ot dfed g

He also warned that the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, if implemented in its present
form, would prove to be the “final death knell” for the RTI.

351 g ft Farart < % afe e wedqa 31 viRew™ vae &) adam wu § an] fear
a1, 1 g8 RTI & fore «sifaw dia @) gt wifaa gl

“Section 44(3) of the Act says that no personal information will be accessible under the RTI,”
he said.

;%ﬁﬁm, ‘BT B URT 44(3) Fe! § [ B13 W Safaama STHaR RTI 6 dgd Iuasy el
.

BJP systematically undermining RTI Act, says Congress

YISTUT R3S FRUFUH ) AT U | HHSIR I 61 8, ST BT HgT

The Congress on Sunday accused the Narendra Modi government of systematically
weakening the Right to Information (RTI) Act, saying the law was targeted because it
enabled citizens to fact-check the Prime Minister’s claims.

PR A IR B g A WPR R a1 BT ARBR (RT1) ifUfad o g o q
PR B BT RIY A, T8 Hed gU (b 39 B ! (H=IHT S111 71 Hifds g ARSI
B! YA P gl B S HIA W J&H T91T AT

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, in a post on social media platform X, said a
chilling “no data available” doctrine now prevails, as the government “brazenly” withholds
information to escape accountability.

P A AT DI TSN + A H ST WehiH X R URE & gl fh 3d T exraq!

‘IS ST U A1 Hifd Taferd 8, Tl TWHR Siaracel A g9 & T JTHHRI & “IWB”

R I et g

“Since 2014, over 100 RTI activists have been murdered, unleashing a climate of terror that
punishes truth-seekers and extinguishes dissent,” Mr. Kharge said.

“2014 § 3(F d, 100 A 3if¥ew RTI SRfwal AR S gF §, R T 31 &1 A1erd a1 8 o
T IS arell o &fd Bl & 3R 3rgHfd &1 aar a1 g, 4t @ei 3 el

Addressing a press conference later in the day to mark the 20th anniversary of the law,
enacted on October 12, 2005 under the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance
government, the party’s general secretary in charge of communications, Jairam Ramesh,
said, “For the BJP, the RTI means Right to Intimidate.”

37 & 918 TP U9 H13hY &) YSIId S gU, S S Bt 204 qufris & dis w o, oy 12
JAEER, 2005 D! HIUT AJed ATA VYT WITARNT TSTUT IRBR & dgd AT [T 7T 2T,
U1él & TaR TURT HeTNIId STaRTH YA A 6T, “UToll & e, RTI &1 Hddd § YHSBTH BT
sRPR I

Mr. Ramesh said the first major blow to the law came with the July 2019 amendment, which
removed key provisions that had been included based on the recommendations of a
Parliamentary Standing Committee that had, among its members, former President Ram
Nath Kovind, then a Rajya Sabha member.

o YA A BT {6 BT P! Ul 981 ACHT JaTs 2019 WV & 1Y a1, o Agayul
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Tyl B gl fod, o U wadia Tt afifa ot R & eryR W =nfid fer T 9,
foreres gal # gd gufa Iy SIS, T ISqHHT Wew i A

e The Congress leader said he had challenged the 2019 amendments to the RTI Act in the
Supreme Court on December 17, 2019, but regretted that the matter remained pending
even after nearly six years.
HIT AT - Fgl b o 17 fa™aR, 2019 &1 G B & RTI fUFH & 2019 T=MeFAT
DI A &1 o, Afp IR S e fara fos ag Amdan @y B8 Td aTe ot dfed g

¢ He also warned that the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, if implemented in its present
form, would prove to be the “final death knell” for the RTI.
I T8 i arat <t i afe fERrea v Se1 WidemH vae & adur wu & ar fasan
a1, 98 RTI & fore “3ifaw wa &t w9t wifad grm

e “Section 44(3) of the Act says that no personal information will be accessible under the RTI,”
he said.

IR BT, “BIH BT URT 44(3) Hedl ¢ [ F13 +ff aafeaw1d THeBRY RTI & d8d Sudsy el

erft”

Mature regtiimship

India and the United Kingdom have

deepened business ties without fuss
A t a time when social media threats, recl

procal acthons, and shrill rhetoric are be-

coming the global norm, the manner in
which the India-U K. economic relationship is un-
folding is a refreshing change. UK. Prime Minis-
ter Kedr Starmer’s two-day visit to India last week
reinforced the existing solidity in economic rels-
dons and deepened them. India’s negotiations
with the US. have been fraught, erratic, and dra-
matic. US. President Donald Trump has also
shown that he is more than willing to change the
contours of deals already struck, Negotiations
with the European Union have been less fraught
and dramatic, but there certainly seems to be a
gap between the positive assurances made by the
leaders and what the negotistors say In private
about the deal's progress. Against this backdrop,
Sir Starmer chose to bring a delegation of more
than 100 entreprencurs, cultural representitives,
and university vice-chancellors and left India
with defence, investment and movie deals, furth-
er cementing the trade deal signed in July. The
keenness 10 deepen trade relations makes emi-
nent sense. India, despite being the fourth-largest
economy in the workd and one of the largest mar-
kets, accounts for bess than 2% of the UK'S wtal
merchandise exports. The UK. accounts for
about 3% of India’s exports. There is ample scope
for trade to grow. Growing India-UK. trade could
also mitigate some of the impact of the U.Ss pun-
itive S0% tariffs, if they remain.

One of the unsaid reasons why India is slowing
its capital expenditure is because it needs to fund
its defence acquisitions. Sir Starmer’s visit made
sure that some of these acquisitions — in the form
of 2 £350 million missile supply deal — came the
UK's way. The UK. government also revealed
that 64 Indian companies have so far commitred
to invest £1.3 billion in the UK. It goes without
saving that UK. companies would have made si
milar investment commitments in Indix, but the
Indian government has inexplicably not made
these public yet. Yet, statements by companies
such as Rolis-Royce show that there is enthusiasm
there. The Indian population in the UK. Is the lar-
2est ethnic minority, and this is not lost on the
political leadership either. One of the first things
Sir Starmer did on arriving in Mumbal was to visit
Yash Raj Films (YRF) and meet Indian producers
The result was that YRF has committed to shoot
three films in the UK. Two UK universities have
also committed to opening campuses in India.
This cross-sector cooperation is how mature de-
mocracies should work together — without fuss
and ego, just business.

Mature relationship

uRue gay

e India and the United Kingdom have deepened business ties without
fuss.

R 3R gATges fhirsw A fo1 forhh :MR-R1E & 3 saruiive Tae &1
Tolgd fear gl

India-U.K. Economic Relations

YRA-g,&. N day

e Atatime when social media threats, reciprocal actions, and shrill
rhetoric are becoming the global norm, the manner in which the India-U.K.
economic relationship is unfolding is a refreshing change.

I I ofF AR TS e, i wrargal, oiv didt sararstt afye
AHS & 36! §, YRA-g &, 3Nfe Tde &1 gian U darenit URT Igard UKd 3R
ET R

e U.K.Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s two-day visit to India last week

reinforced the existing solidity in economic relations and deepened them.

fed TdE 4%, & guFEH $R ©RWR 3t §l-Rawfta ura arn 3 snfife
Heef FT HegeT aogd B Aoyt & ok 3% e A

e India’s negotiations with the U.S. have been fraught, erratic, and
dramatic.

HRA & WART & 1Y grdf IqR-ITd 3R eIy &l g

e U.S. President Donald Trump has shown that he is willing to change
the contours of deals already struck.
AR & APUfer SHTTS U A 3w i 98 Ugd | §U AHSidl o wuval
ea B TR B

¢ Negotiations with the European Union have been less fraught and
dramatic, but there seems to be a gap between positive assurances by
leaders and private statements by negotiators.
R T & 1Y 14t HH IAR-TSTd 3R ATeH 1 @1 §, Ao Aarsil giRT
%ﬁqumarrm IR FrateRY & fAeht sar & g siar fears ar

I

e Against this backdrop, Sir Starmer brought a delegation of more than
100 entrepreneurs, cultural representatives, and university vice-
chancellors, and left India with defence, investment, and movie deals,
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further cementing the trade deal signed in July.

9 IR d, RR TRWR 7 100 9 3if¥re Suftral, ipfae ufaf~fimy sk fayfaemaa &
[ 1 T g arT 3R &, 3= ok fpew el & w1y YR ¥ a1 gu, o g

T §U SATUR GUSNA $ 3R Toige fbar |

The keenness to deepen trade relations makes eminent sense.

IR a4l P TGN S P TeuRdl T R ThETd 3|

India, despite being the fourth-largest economy in the world and one of the largest

markets, accounts for less than 2% of the U.K.’s total merchandise exports.

YR, Wﬁﬁﬁaﬁaﬁa@wﬁwﬁa@wﬁﬁ@rwsﬁ%w q&b. &

Pa urd fafa #120% A FH 3|

The U.K. accounts for about 3% of India’s exports.

g%, YRA & fald & 1T 3% B

There is ample scope for trade to grow.

R ¢ & el YHEAT B

Growing India-U.K. trade could mitigate some of the impact of the U.S.’s punitive 50%

tariffs, if they remain.

m%&nm-q%.wuﬁaﬁ’r@a‘mﬁﬁmaﬂso% YT = & YUTT B $H B
|

One of the unsaid reasons why India is slowing its capital expenditure is because it needs
to fund its defence acquisitions.

YR YoitTd o0 @1 iU H3A BT TP 3FPET PRI TG ¢ [ 3 30! T&T TG Bt
faifya s 3|

Sir Starmer’s visit made sure that some of these acquisitions — in the form of a £350
million missile supply deal — came the U.K.’s way.

RR TR ot 91 2 YA o & 37 @1l § 9 $8 — £350 faferas & frmge smyfed
TS & FUH — g F. o1 3R My

The U.K. government revealed that 64 Indian companies have committed to invest £1.3
billion in the U.K.

g&. WPR - Iar [ 64 URHT Suf=al 3 4.&. § £1.3 faferas &1 s w1 o1
Tldedr ST g

U.K. companies would likely have made similar investment commitments in India, but the
Indian government has not made these public yet.

.. Hufal 3 Gyad: YR § +f T2 axg @t Faw ufaagdrt @t 8, dfes yRdlg wRer A
3 it 9 Trdwfee gt b 21
Statements by compames such as Rolls-Royce show that there is enthusiasm.

AT o Hufr & 99 e § % a8 S™mE B

The Indian population in the U.K. is the largest ethnic minority, and this is not lost on
political leadership either.

éﬁiﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂumw@a@ﬁﬁﬁqm%sﬁ?%ﬂmﬁ%ﬁwﬁlﬁwﬁ
|

One of the first things Sir Starmer did on arriving in Mumbai was to visit Yash Raj Films
(YRF) and meet Indian producers.

AR TRWR A 4o ugen W vgd fry T ol | | v o1 a=RTS et (YRF) ST ERT
HAT 3R YR fFAatansi & frem

The result was that YRF committed to shoot three films in the U.K.

URUMRGEY, YRF 7 g.&. § a9 fieed 91 & ufdagar o |

Two U.K. universities have committed to opening campuses in India.

3 .. fayfaemeal 7 uRa ¥ Ry Weq 3t ufdasar o gl

This cross-sector cooperation is how mature democracies should work together —
without fuss and ego, just business.

Te fafira &= & FganT faxardr § f uue diedsl &) T |1y 8 S ST a1fieT —
fST 2R 3R 3EPHR &b, Had ATUR P ALY |
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Global doors, measured steps

ot so long ago, the idea

of India as the place for

resolution of

international
commercial disputes would have
sounded like the start of a bad
lawyer joke. Equally unimaginable
was that the Supreme Court of
India, known for decades for its

judicial activism and

for protecting the constitutional
rights of India’s citizenry, would
throw its weight behind the idea of
making India a destination for the
resolution of high-value
commercial disputes - first, for
adjudicating disputes related to
domestic investments; and
second, for adjudicating disputes
related to cross-border
investments.

The India Alternative Dispute
Resolution Week, organised by the
Mumbai Centre for International
Arbitration in Bengaluru, Mumbai
and Delhi last month, reflects a
change unimaginable just a
decade ago. No one expected that
top litigation and arbitration
counsel from across the globe
would flock to India in such a
short span of time; and that they
would trade best practices with
the Indian Bar and Bench, ina
manner hitherto seen in New
York, London, and Singapore.

Foreign law firms in India
The fact is that international
interest in the Indian legal
profession is not new. In fact,
foreign lawyers were interested in
tapping the Indian market as early
as the 1990s, when the economy
opened up. However, Indian law
firms were small, know-how was
patchy, and the possibility of
scaling up was limited by the
fragmented manner in which
firms were organised. There was
also a brain drain from the
five-year law schools. In short, the
Indian legal industry, at that
juncture, was simply not ready to
jostle with foreign law firms.
These concerns were aired in
court, which resulted in multiple
decisions. First, in its 2009
decision in Lawyers Collective, the
Bombay High Court disallowed

E

Nakul Dewan
Senior Advocate
designated by the
Supreme Court of
India and King's
Counsel in England
and Wales. He is also
called to the Bar in

Singapore

The India
Alternative
Dispute
Resolution
Week reflected
a change that
was
unimaginable
just a decade
ago

Global doors, measured steps

e axam), wraurigut

PaH

foreign law firms from practising
both corporate transactional work
and litigation in India, even if they
had on their rolls Indian qualified
lawyers. Three years later, the
Madras High Court doubled down
the position in A.K. Balaji, but
fortunately left a small crack open
by permitting temporary advice
on foreign law to be provided by
foreign lawyers. Finally, in 2018,
the Supreme Court harmonised
the strands: “fly-in, fly-out” advice
was fine, but permanent offices
were not. Foreign law firms that
wanted to open offices in India
were left standing at the altar,
which then gradually led to a
waning of their interests.

Many critics called the Indian
approach parochial. In truth, it
was really about timing, The
worry was never that Indian
lawyers lacked ability. Think of Sir
Benegal Rau, or Fali Nariman, or
Soli Sorabjee, whose advocacy
travelled well beyond Indian
courts, Rather, the concern was
that domestic firms would be
muscled out by foreign law firms.

A changed picture

The picture has changed
dramatically. Indian law firms
hitherto manned by 15-20 lawyers,
have over 1,000 lawyers with
significant global exposure. That,
coupled with top-notch
know-how, allows Indian law firms
to grow even further.
Commendable in this growth has
also been the fact that unlike
many other sectors in India which
grew because of the introduction
of foreign direct investment, the
Indian legal profession grew
organically, with little or no
outside support. Today, Indian law
firms have offices abroad, and
Indian lawyers are often dually or
triply qualified, practising across
jurisdictions and climbing to the
very top of their fields.

It is against this backdrop that
the Bar Council of India's 2025
Rules for Registration and
Regulation of Foreign Lawyers and
Law Firms can be seen as the first
formal step towards providing
new impetus to the growth of the

India as a Destination for International Commercial Disputes

T arftrfeue faarel & fruer & forg WRa viden & wu A

¢ Not long ago, the idea of India as a place for resolution of international commercial

disputes would have sounded like a bad lawyer joke.

Indian legal profession. This
comes on the heels of the Bar
Council’s first substantive
acknowledgement in 2023,
indicating that the Bar was open to
allowing foreign lawyers to
practise foreign and international
law in India. The 2025
amendments give a framework.

Aristotle’s Golden Mean

Yes, the framework bristles with
compliance obligations, be it
registrations, ministry
certifications, annual filings or the
60-day cap on unregistered
“fly-in" work. While these may feel
like red tape, they ensure foreign
expertise complements rather
than eclipses the domestic
profession. Concerns about such
requirements deterring entrants
remain, and indeed, it is better to
air these now than after the
floodgates open. Put simply, the
idea is that foreign firms can
advise on their home-country law,
international law, and appear in
international arbitrations seated in
India. What they cannot do is
equally crucial. They are not
permitted to practise Indian law or
appear in Indian courts unless
enrolled. Reciprocity remains the
lodestar of the new framework.
Foreign firms may only set up
shop in India if Indian lawyers are
given the same rights in the
foreign jurisdiction. Far from a
bland compromise, this is
Aristotle’s Golden Mean — neither
reckless liberalisation nor
defensive insularity. As
Rabindranath Tagore once said,
“[e]verything comes to us that
belongs to us if we create the
capacity to receive it.” India,
slowly and deliberately, is creating
that capacity.

As that capacity builds, so will
the consequences. As Abraham
Lincoln put it, 1 walk slowly, but |
never walk backward.” That has
been India’s legal journey:
cautious, deliberate, but steadily
moving forward. The Indian legal
profession and domestic law firms
are set to become a world players,
a testament of which was played
out through September.
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B THY Ugd do, ARiPiy arftrfous faarel & fues & forg WRa &1 tide 71 g g8t
TP DI NP DI ARG AT

e Equally unimaginable was that the Supreme Court of India, known for judicial activism and
protecting constitutional rights, would support India as a destination for high-value
commercial disputes.
T ¥ ¥ SRIYG T fs YR BT gWa &1, S =nle afpaar ok daure sifier) it
TR & oI ST 1l B, S=I-ged arforfouss faarel & e & fig uRa &1 gad= s

e This would include adjudicating domestic investment disputes and cross-border
investment disputes.
% uvq frawr faaref iR diwn-ur fAawr faarel &1 e wnfia g

e The India Alternative Dispute Resolution Week, organised by Mumbai Centre for
International Arbitration in Bengaluru, Mumbai, and Delhi, reflects a change
unimaginable a decade ago.
o 3R faeeht & smford fan, T o= ugd Srva ATt o arelt ufad=T &1 gxifar 8|

e Top litigation and arbitration counsel from across the globe visited India to trade best
practices with the Indian Bar and Bench, similar to New York, London, and Singapore.

g R & = gopeHT SR TewRIET g@ld YRA 31U difds URHH IR 3R §9 & |1y
FaTaH UAT3M BT TSH-USH TR b, S s =gaidy, sie- 3R RiTmgR o <ar ma|

Foreign Law Firms in India
yRd ¥ fadzht af v

e International interest in the Indian legal profession is not new; foreign lawyers were
interested as early as the 1990s when the economy opened up.
R ST U H SieRfgha 3 7 76 3; ot aovta 1990 F a=1er # &) ¥ w@a 3, 519
SrforawT gl |
¢ Indian law firms were small, patchy in know-how, and limited in scaling up due to
fragmented organization.
YR af B B, TFaR & R, ok whferT o # Wit ff, wifes 9 wfea adtes
& wnfea o
e There was also a brain drain from five-year law schools, so the Indian legal industry was
not ready to compete with foreign law firms.
Ui Uty af weal 9 i 89 39 g1, SUfo HRg ST Se fae=h &f vl & wry
gfaeayl & forg 8 ATl
e Courts aired these concerns, resulting in multiple decisions:
raTerdl A 34 fRiarsii & saad far, e uRumasy w3 oy e
o In 2009, Bombay High Court in Lawyers Collective disallowed foreign law firms
from practising corporate transactional work and litigation, even with Indian
gualified lawyers.
2009 H, I I <gTATAY - Lawyers Collective H fad=h @f wHT o) SIURe dA-eT
3R gwrgHarelt - J 741 {1, Hd gt S9d U HIRH 9 g gaid 8|
o In2012, Madras High Court in A.K. Balaji reinforced the position but allowed
temporary advice on foreign law.

2012 ®, HERT 3o |gTATAd - A K. Balaji H 39 fufc &1 Tored foban, afe fad=ht
P WR AT Farg DI 3afd gl

o In 2018, the Supreme Court harmonised the rules: “fly-in, fly-out” advice allowed,
but permanent offices prohibited, leading to waning interest of foreign firms.
2018 ®, G I A FoHl o1 Aoy T “wRTg-3+1, WIS -31Se” AaTg Bt
Jrgafa, A Rl srafaal ) Ae, ow fae=h waf @t s su gs|
e Critics called the Indian approach parochial, but the real issue was timing, not lack of

ability of Indian lawyers.

TG - R ERDHIU BT APV Hgl, Afh IR el THA BT AT, 7 foh URd

TPIA! Pt &HCT B BT
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Examples of exceptional advocacy include Sir Benegal Rau, Fali Nariman, Soli Sorabjee,
whose work traveled beyond Indian courts.

STYRUT BT P IGTERUT & IR A IS, Bel ARAA, Hiedl FRTasl, w1 Hrf R
3eradl 9 W el 7|

The concern was that domestic firms might be muscled out by foreign law firms.

fefan g ot i g wH o fad=it af wuf R aTeR = fear o 9o |

A Changed Picture

T® qall g5 W

The picture of Indian law firms has changed dramatically. Firms previously manned by 15—
20 lawyers now have over 1,000 lawyers with significant global exposure.

YR BT BHI Pt AR AICH T 70 ¥ gad 715 ¢ Ugd 15-20 qabial et Bal § o9
1,000 ¥ 3ff¥r gt & % U Wewayul Ay sgva |

This, coupled with top-notch know-how, allows Indian law firms to grow even further.

Ig I TR I & 1Y FAder YR ol &1 3R 3t fasfya 811 &t srafa Sar 8|
Unlike many sectors in India that grew due to foreign direct investment, the Indian legal
profession grew organically, with little or no outside support.

YR & B3 &A1 & [quid, il fae=i Uedel fa=r & HRUT d¢, YR S U= WIUTaS
FU A T¢I, 9183 ATl & {911 91 959 HH Ggrgar & A1 |

Today, Indian law firms have offices abroad, and Indian lawyers are often dually or triply
gualified, practicing across jurisdictions and reaching the top of their fields.

3T, YR & BHt & fId=1 § $raiad ¢, iR URA aotd SR giet a1 fag<t ayvwaar
Trd €, o faftra & & 3namy #vd € 3R A 8 ¥ i W uged B

The Bar Council of India’s 2025 Rules for Registration and Regulation of Foreign
Lawyers and Law Firms is the first formal step to boost the growth of the Indian legal
profession.

IR FIERAQ TP 3T F 2025 fFw, fAR=R a@tal ok @ wat & it iR v &
fore, uRdR HIET U 3 i B ggrar 31 & e uger shuaiRe $en g1

This follows the Bar Council’s first substantive acknowledgement in 2023, indicating
openness to allow foreign lawyers to practice foreign and international law in India.

Tg 2023 W R SIS o1 ugell Agayul Wiefa & are smar, s yRa  fae=h ok
SRR ST 7 3ard w7 & g fad=ht gastal o1 srgafa 33 & e g axifar 21

The 2025 amendments provide a framework for this.

2025 & YL 3P [o1U T &1 UM Hd o

Aristotle’s Golden Mean

IRE] PT wafofw aren

The framework includes compliance obligations like registrations, ministry certifications,
annual filings, and a 60-day cap on unregistered “fly-in” work.

3 o1 B SUTa ATaRAHaTd AT § oI Yol or, Harerg WHToMS, arfie i@, oik

Solipd “FTs-39” BT W 60-f& &1 I

These obligations ensure foreign expertise complements rather than eclipses domestic

profession.

;aamw° Ifa wedt § 3 fadh faiugmar yRdla 0% & e s1e, 9 6 39 s &
I

Foreign firms can advise on home-country law, international law, and appear in
international arbitrations in India, but cannot practice Indian law or appear in Indian
courts unless enrolled.

fag=h v oo Ha S P , STRTPIT ST IR a6 ¢ ¥abdll & 3R YR H RigH
TEORIATSHT B SURIT Gl Tl 5, cifh HIRAT BT BT WTH A5t B Aball q1 HRA
SETadl | g1 oI APl O1d qb 1o ATAITewd o B |

Reciprocity is central: foreign firms can operate in India only if Indian lawyers have the
same rights in the foreign jurisdiction.
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TU AT Ho1 7: Il BH yRd & Faa ayft S $ GFdl § o6 HRAI qPial o
fae=ht et & W Jfirer |

e This approach represents Aristotle’s Golden Mean — neither reckless liberalisation nor
defensive insularity.

Ig TRHIT 3R BT TffH wrem <=fdr 8 — 7 i SSRIBRVT, 7 &1 T&THD ST |
e AsIndia slowly and deliberately builds capacity, the consequences will follow.

SO YR fR-¥ SR THa-wagiy &rman fasa 7 381 8, s9% ufvony fewr 37
e Abraham Lincoln: “l walk slowly, but | never walk backward.”

315 foie: H o Traran §, dfer waft i =t garan”
¢ India’s legal journey has been cautious, deliberate, but steadily moving forward,

positioning the Indian legal professmn and domestic law firms as world players.

YRd B g ArayT, faarRefid W@ 2, Al aar om 9 8 8, el yrdy
BT O SR TR a1 B e TR W Afhy Rt 579 % 8|

Number Of Number of single-teacher schools in Indiain

in India in 2024-25
e 1.04 lakh. These schools catered to 33,76,769
l 04 catered to 33,76,769 & — TP Wod T S AT 34 B
® students — an average e The highest number of “single-teacher” schools is in
o TN YE GBI H ‘TS R arer Ihd MY U=
is in Andhra Pradesh, followed by Uttar =% ey TERIE, T e
Neadackh thavblibiamd llak‘\-a-kb-y-. ]}I% WW m @T

2024-25
single-teacher schools 202425 % +a & v fiers ard wget 3t

students — an average of about 34 students per school.

lakh. These schools o 1.04 WG| Y B 33,76,760 BT B AT U B
of about 34 students per school. The Andhra Pradesh, followed by Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand,
highest number of “single-teacher” schools Maharashtra, Karnataka and Lakshadweep.
. R EIRIIEE]

EU member nations begin gradual
rollout of digital border system

EU member nations
begin gradual rollout
of digital border
system

39 9C oM A
feforea diam yomreht &1

Page3 9

European Union member countries began rolling out the new
Entry/Exit System (EES) at the bloc’s external borders, electronically
registering non-EU nationals’ data. It is an automated system that ettt
requires visitors to register at the border by scanning their passport
and having their fingerprints and photograph taken. REUTERS
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HIU® YURY = fbar

o European Union member countries began rolling out the new Entry/Exit System
(EES) at the bloc’s external borders, electronically registering non-EU nationals’ data.

o WU VY & TG SR - (P BT FI6 WHTS] W Y USuisie Ried (EES) &I AN
HAT L o, s TR-$g AMRa! 7 e saaeie U | Usiigrd {3 Se |

o Itis an automated system that requires visitors to register at the border by scanning
their passport and havmg their fingerprints and photograph taken.

o UE U Taaferd yumel 8 for s Sl &l urqué

TMIUIE ¥b R 3R 30T ITferl &

A 3R BIE) 99 & gRT W1 TR TS0 BT A 3|

_Madagascar leader
flags power-grab bid,
Army claims control

Agence France-Presse
ANTANANARIVO

A mutinous Army unit de-
clared on Sunday that it
was taking control of all
Madagascar military forces
as President Andry Rajoeli-
na said an “attempt to
seize power illegally” was
under way.

The CAPSAT contingent
of administrative and tech-
nical officers had joined
thousands of protesters in
the city centre on Saturday
in a major shift in a more
than two-week anti-go-
vernment protest move-
ment.

The unit had earlier de-
clared that it would “refuse
orders to shoot” and criti-
cised the gendarmerie,
who have been accused of
using heavy-handed tactics
against anti-government

The officers say they
have named General
Demosthene Pikulas
as the head of the
Malagasv Army

protesters, causing several
deaths.

But on Sunday, the CAP-
SAT officers claimed that
“from now on, all orders of
the Malagasy Army will
originate from CAPSAT
headquarters”.

The officers said they
had named General De-
mosthene Pikulas as the
head of the Army - a post
that had been vacant since
the former head was ap-
pointed minister of armed
forces last week — although

it was not clear if the post- |

ing could be considered
official.

Madagascar leader
flags power-grab bid,
Army claims control

ASTRGR AdT A I
TR Fosl BT Adhd faaT,
JAT A fd=ror &7 grar
far

e A mutinous Army unit
declared on Sunday that it
was taking control of all
Madagascar military forces
as President Andry
Rajoelina said an “attempt to
seize power illegally” was
under way.

T fgie! |41 P13 A IAAR
D! Ao & b a8 It
ASTIRGR =T q@ll &1 =00
< 381 8, oie wIgufa gt
TSN A Fgl foh “3rdy =u
H T UR Bl B BT
WA 9 381 6 |
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The CAPSAT contingent of administrative and technical officers had joined thousands of
protesters in the city centre on Saturday in a major shift in a more than two-week anti-
government protest movement.

RIS 3R dob-ie! ife1Ral T CAPSAT ga 3 Ade! Ue=iHaIiRal & Y WfaR &1
g%ﬁﬁﬁwaﬁﬁmﬁaﬂm%wﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁwmﬁwww
|

The unit had earlier declared that it would “refuse orders to shoot” and criticised the
gendarmerie, who have been accused of using heavy-handed tactics against anti-
government protesters, causing several deaths.

Y SHIS - Ugd Tivon &t 2R i 98 “Tell Iam & M= &I SRAGR S 3R Aevad) o
ATAEAT &, 57 R WBR-fRI veefeial & faas we1 gHT $31 &1 3R 3, R &%
Adgs el

But on Sunday, the CAPSAT officers claimed that “from now on, all orders of the Malagasy
Army will originate from CAPSAT headquarters”.

AP AAAR BV, CAPSAT SAfrpIRET 3 grar fomar o “ora ¥, Tt ASTIRGR A1 & M
CAPSAT J&ITad ¥ S g1 1"

The officers said they had named General Demosthene Pikulas as the head of the Army —
a post that had been vacant since the former head was appointed minister of armed forces
last week — although it was not clear if the posting could be considered official.

A5 P ITH TR SHRIA FIpemrs &1 §41 &1 19w e f5a1§ — a8 ug
Ued 1qE & o Jwre a3Rd aai &1 6@t B & 916 ¥ e o1 — gdiifes I8 Wy
et o fob 59 Fgfad &1 ST AT S 9ohdl © a1 g |

GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, 13 10 2025
Environment, DM, &IS

TOPICS COVERED

1.

Thalassemia patients flag shortage of leukocyte filter sets, iron chelation
drugs

Jaeiftrar adie & Wege fheer e iR SR RIazH qarsh 1 it
31 3R &= feaman

2.
WTI report highlights crucial role played by India’s forest protectors
wWTI R 7 HRA & a9 I8! gRT FIUTS TS Wgwqu! YfeT &) SuRR
o

3.
Natural farming gains traction in Himachal
feTae # rplas |t &) firel 78 @ Sed

4.

Abel laureate Masaki Kashiwara changed how algebra meets analysis

T REPR faoar are! eRifarT 3 S 3R fawdyo & e &

Page4 1

" Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur )
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

WP I 9¢d fear

5. A mere four mutations help the naked mole rat fix its DNA and live longer

FId IR IARTAT T BPER B YT SITAT S HA 3R 34w Juy
I% Siifad 363 A Heg Hd &

6. Great Nicobar revives the issue of nature’s legal rights

I FPIaR yopfd & ST SISRI & He, 1 Aiiad Hdl 8

The amount of sugar exported by India in 2024-25

2024-25 § YR gRT fAata &t 7 S+ &) |

SIM-phony of scams: ordinary homes, extraordinary crimes
YS! BT RTpHT: A O, SATYROT IRTY

Thalassemia patients flag shortage of
leukocyte filter sets, iron chelation drugs

A.S. Jayanth
KOZHIKODE

The haemoglobin level
among a section of thalas-
semia patients in Kerala is
reportedly falling even af-
ter transfusion of blood as
leukocyte filter sets that
are used to prevent ad-
verse reactions are in short
supply.

Functionaries of the
Kozhikode-based Blood Pa-
tients Protection Council,
Kerala, also say that iron
chelation drugs, which are
essential to protect those
receiving blood from iron
overload, too have not
been available for a year.

Thalassemia is an inhe-
rited blood disorder which
is caused by the body’s in-

Thalassemia is an inherited
blood disorder caused by the
body’s inability to produce
enough haemoglobin.

ability to produce enough
haemoglobin, the protein
in red blood cells that tran-
sports oxygen from the
lungs to the tissues and
carbon dioxide to the
lungs.

Regular blood transfu-
sion and iron chelation

therapy are among the
treatments available.

Fewer transfusions
Kareem Karassery, presi-
dent of the council, says
that because of the unavail-
ability of leukocyte filter
sets in government medi-
cal college hospitals and
government hospitals,
most patients are averse to
taking blood transfusion.
Though two units of blood
are required to maintain
the haemoglobin level in
the blood, the patients are
seen to be taking only one
fearing adverse reactions.
This brings down the hae-
moglobin level in their
blood to an abnormal sit-
uation, he says.

“Also, a large amount of

iron is deposited in their
body after the blood trans-
fusion. Due to the shortage
of iron chelation drugs,
this is likely to affect their
heart, liver, and other in-
ternal organs,” he says.

Sources said the govern-
ment had issued an order
to the hospitals to go for lo-
cal purchase to tide over
the crisis.

Sources at the Govern-
ment Medical College Hos-
pital, Kozhikode cite the fi-
nancial crunch faced by
the government for the de-
lay in procuring new stock.

Tenders have been
called and the fresh stock
of drugs and leukocyte fil-
ter sets are likely to be
made available this week
itself, they add.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number :

9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page42


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Thalassemia patients flag shortage of leukocyte filter sets, iron chelation
drugs

Jeifr wiiel A Yo ge fhee de SR MR faaRe qars &1 &4t ot
3R & feaman

e The haemoglobin level among a section of thalassemia patients in Kerala is reportedly
falling even after transfusion of blood as leukocyte filter sets that are used to prevent
adverse reactions are in short supply.
Fd I 5o AN 7l &1 ST WR e g9eM & 916 ) reportedly 92 8T ®
mwmwﬁﬁaﬁémwmaﬁmwﬁwazﬁm%l

¢ Functionaries of the Kozhikode-based Blood Patients Protection Council, Kerala, also
say that iron chelation drugs, which are essential to protect those receiving blood from iron
overload, too have not been available for a year.
mmmmﬁmﬁmﬁa A & TSRl - gg 1 ar o R+
IR gang, < Yad gem aTd Al B Jrafie SR ¥ §9 & o saxg® §, s
T 99 I 3T el 5

e Thalassemia is an inherited blood disorder which is caused by the body’s inability to
produce enough haemoglobin, the protein in red blood cells that transports oxygen from
the lungs to the tissues and carbon dioxide to the lungs.

JAffrar e gaife Yad PR & o IR &t o SRR (o are Iad HiRrawraif
T UTIT S aTell Wi § 3R S sl S Sadi ab et ad Sadi o Bhsl ab
P STFATRIGS U 8) T H 3rqwfdl & SR gl g

e Regular blood transfusion and iron chelation therapy are among the treatments

available.

frafira Yo e ik mRA R RN Iudsy ITERI A T &

Fewer transfusions
DH Ik delHT

e Kareem Karassery, president of the council, says that because of the unavailability of
leukocyte filter sets in government medical college hospitals and government
hospitals, most patients are averse to taking blood transfusion.

HIIRIT & feTel BT IR A Bl [ BRI AfSHa Bias sraral iR ISR
gmﬁﬁwm?%aﬂaﬁqm$w&®wqﬂamwﬁﬁmﬁ
I

e Though two units of blood are required to maintain the haemoglobin level in the blood, the
patients are seen to be taking only one fearing adverse reactions.
gTlifch FHTEIE ¥R §TT X& 7T g GfIe Yo 1 SIRIHT gill §, Alfb Ufage
wfafsparsit & &3 J T Had Ue gfe S A ) 7

e This brings down the haemoglobin level in their blood to an abnormal situation, he says.
I Bel b ST 3% Iad H AN wR A fRUfY a6 R S 21

e “Also, a large amount of iron is deposited in their body after the blood transfusion. Due to
the shortage of iron chelation drugs, this is likely to affect their heart, liver, and other
internal organs,” he says.

IR HET, “T1Y Bt IO TG & d1G 37 IRR T S AT T TR o1 §1 91l § | SRR
Rraze qarsit @t F3ft & HRU T8 D ged, P 3R 7 SATARS W FHI yuifad IR
qHA 1"

e Sources said the government had issued an order to the hospitals to go for local
purchase to tide over the crisis.

Al = a1 fo WRPR A 39 Yhe d AU & iy sgdral o - @GRt a3 &1
ST SIRT fobam T

e Sources at the Government Medical College Hospital, Kozhikode cite the financial
crunch faced by the government for the delay in procuring new stock.
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BRI ST 71 357 faxita Ape sar|
e Tenders have been called and the fresh stock of drugs and leukocyte filter sets are likely
to be made available this week itself, they add.

I2I FarT i TeX IR 3 U § iR arsit 9yt sg@ge fiheey Yy &1 741 Wid
TYad: FAT T8 U B a1 S|

WTI report highlights crucial role
played by India’s forest protectors

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Areport on 25 years of sup-
port for wildlife warriors
by the Wildlife Trust of In-
dia (WTI) has highlighted
the role of India’s forest
protectors.

The report, “Guardians
of the wild: supporting In-
dia’s frontline forest staff”,
features 540 rangers who
were killed or injured in
the line of duty. It includes
personal narratives from
the field.

A WTI spokesperson
said the report was re-
leased by Kirtivardhan
Singh, Union Minister of
State for Environment,
Forest, and Climate
Change, in Abu Dhabi on
Saturday. The report spot-
lights the critical role and
immense challenges faced
by India’s frontline forest
staff, the “unsung heroes”
safeguarding the rich bio-
diversity in the country.

I 2

Crucial service: Van Rakshaks are responsible for protecting more

.

than 1,100 protected areas and natural habitats. FILE PHOTO

India’s Van Rakshaks,
known globally as forest
rangers, are responsible
for protecting more than
1,100 protected areas and
numerous other forests
and natural habitats. Their
duties include round-the-
clock patrolling, wildlife
monitoring, mitigating hu-
man-wildlife conflict, com-
bating wildlife crime, and
responding to emergen-
cies, often under life-threa-
tening conditions.

The WTI launched the
Van Rakshak Project (VRP)
in 2000 with the Interna-
tional Fund for Animal
Welfare’s (IFAW) support.
It aimed at building a well-
equipped, and motivated
force of frontline forest
staff across India. The pro-
ject has supported more
than 21,000 personnel na-
tionwide through a diverse
range of capacity-streng-
thening initiatives.

A key component of the

VRP is the Supplementary
Accident Assurance
Scheme, which offers im-
mediate financial assis-
tance to frontline forest
staff in the event of injury
or death in the line of duty.

Since 2001, financial aid
has been provided to 367
frontline staff or their fami-
lies, with nearly 74% of
these cases involving fatali-
ties.

During the COVID-19
pandemic, WTI extended
support to 173 families of
forest staff who lost their
lives through a dedicated
Conservation Heroes CO-
VID Casualty Fund.

“This report honours
the courage, resilience,
and sacrifice of India’s Van
Rakshaks and highlights
the urgent need for more
investment, recognition,
and support for those who
protect our natural herit-
age,” WTI's Executive Di-
rector and IUCN Council-
lor Vivek Menon said.

WTI report highlights crucial role played by India’s forest protectors

wTl R ¥ URd & a4 J&r®! grRT fAuS

T8 Heaqul YfireT &1 ISR fhar

e India’s forest protectors play a crucial role in conservation efforts, as highlighted in a report
on 25 years of support for wildlife warriors by the Wildlife Trust of India (WTI).

HRd & I I8/ TRET

T § U He@yut Yfient AT §, S fr argesansw o 3w
gfear (W) gRT SR a=gsiig digreif & gAY & 25 auf iR Rl & IOrR fear man gl

e The report, “Guardians of the wild: supporting India’s frontline forest staff’, features 540
rangers who were killed or injured in the line of duty. It includes personal narratives from
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the field.

gg RUie, "miEaw 3T g arges: AU ATy hearg" B Wt H 540 I &I
ST 7T § ST 31U heied & SR AR T A1 U1 g1 399 &5 J safTa wd of =nfia €1
A WTI spokesperson said the report was released by Kirtivardhan Singh, Union Minister
of State for Environment, Forest, and Climate Change, in Abu Dhabi on Saturday.

TH WTI UaaaT 3 &1 fos ag Ruid wafaror, a9 3k siaarg uikad= Irsa W fardfasd Rig
ERT AR $t 3q urelt & IR 31 TS|

The report spotlights the critical role and immense challenges faced by India’s frontline
forest staff, the “unsung heroes” safeguarding the rich biodiversity in the country.

75 ROE HRd & TheaTg g SHaRal gRI G St 1 areh wgeaqul yftreT ik e
AR TR USRI ST 8, S SR B WY N fafaear &t e &7 ardl “3rdhg A § |
India’s Van Rakshaks, known globally as forest rangers, are responsible for protecting
more than 1,100 protected areas and numerous other forests and natural habitats.

YR & I T&fb, BT 3 TR IR BREE ISR $H7T 1T 8, 1,100 W e g &t ok
3P 3 ST 9 WIpfae SMaral o &M & forg Frer |1

Their duties include round-the-clock patrolling, wildlife monitoring, mitigating human-
wildlife conflict, combating wildlife crime, and responding to emergencies, often under
life-threatening conditions.

% Ha! H DN G TR BT, TIeid IR, Agw-a=aeid 9 &1 FH ST,
FIoitg JuRTe | @I, SR mura fRuferl § wiaforar 3 I &, o s Shtaw-sifam
w$t afefRufam & fosar San 31

The WTI launched the Van Rakshak Project (VRP) in 2000 with support from the
International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW).

WTIH 2000 H SR S BIR THA ddhaR (IFAW) & TgdNT I a1 Y& UiRgier-r
(VRP) Y= 1|

It aimed at building a well-equipped and motivated force of frontline forest staff across
India.

DT I R YRA H T Jaferd iR U hears a1 9a &1 Hafor &= o)

The project has supported more than 21,000 personnel nationwide through a diverse
range of capacity-strengthening initiatives.

9 UIRAISHT A SRIUR § 21,000 ¥ s wiHal &1 emar-gie: ugal ot ta fafay g@er &
HIEH Y T UGH S g

A key component of the VRP is the Supplementary Accident Assurance Scheme, which
offers immediate financial assistance to frontline forest staff in the event of injury or death
in the line of duty.

VRP &1 U& UHA Yedh TR gHeT STHT G 8, Sl Heiod & SR dle a1 gog &1 fRufa &
ThedTe - HHTINA! $I depTd A TGl UGH &l g |

Since 2001, financial aid has been provided to 367 frontline staff or their families, with
nearly 74% of these cases involving fatalities.

2001 ¥, 367 YoedaTsH HHATA! T I9& URARI B! faxiia Teradr & 73 8, 8 T 4T 74%
are B e e @ 2

During the COVID-19 pandemic, WTI extended support to 173 families of forest staff who
lost their lives through a dedicated Conservation Heroes COVID Casualty Fund.
COVID-19 HETHRY & GRM, WTI 7 W&l §RIS Bifas Fosred] s & A1y I 3o Siia-
G g& 173 99 HHATRA & URART &1 TgRIAr Ua 3t |

“This report honours the courage, resilience, and sacrifice of India’s Van Rakshaks and
highlights the urgent need for more investment, recognition, and support for those who
protect our natural heritage,” WTI’'s Executive Director and IUCN Councillor Vivek
Menon said.

g RO YRA & 9 Y&l & TT8Y, TEdT 3R IS BT T Bl 8 3R 3 ANl & forg
3t fawr, = oik JHdH Y aehTa STa=addr B ISR SRl § S HR UTpfad
tRIEY P ET HA &, WTI & SAGRI fHa=e 3R (UCN Tfkue e faas a9+ 3 gl
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Natural farming gains
traction in Himachal

The hill State's flagship Prakritik Kheti Khushhal Kisan Yojana and MSPs have helped farmers to

steadily shift away from chemical-based agriculture toward sustainable, non-chemical practices

V

CHANDIGARH

mid a national push

for natural farm-

ing, farmers in Hi-
machal Pradesh are gra-
dually adopting
chemical-free agricultural
practices. Supported by
State policies aligned with
sustainable farming, the
hill State is witnessing a
quiet transformation that
seeks to balance farmer
welfare with environmen-
tal conservation.

Sunil Kumar, 42, a farm-
er from Balakrupi village in
Kangra district, expressed
satisfaction after receiving
a payment of ¥2.25 lakh for
25 quintals of turmeric this
year. “Earlier, I used to sell
naturally grown raw tur-
meric at ¥60 a kilogram lo-
cally. This time, the State
government procured it at
%90 a kg,” he said.

“Natural farming has
not only improved soil and
plant health on my farm,
but has also helped me
reap better yields and pro-
fits than chemical-based
farming,” he added. Mr.
Kumar shifted to non-

i c
Lt e 3 :
3 B

U ARG

>3k

Organic produce: Rishu Kumari is seen engaged in natural farming
at her field in her village in Himachal Pradesh. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

chemical natural farming
three years ago after re-
ceiving training under the
State government’s flag-
ship Prakritik Kheti Khush-
hal Kisan Yojana (PK3Y).
Launched seven years
ago, PK3Y promotes non-
chemical farming practic-
es. So far, 3.06 lakh farm-
ers have been trained un-
der the scheme, and 2.22
lakh farmers are practising
it partially or fully on
38,437 hectares across the
State. Over two lakh farm-
ers are certified under CET-
ARA-NF (Certified Evalua-

tion Tool for Agriculture
Resource Analysis), a self-
assessment tool devised
under PK3Y to certify natu-
ral farming practitioners.

Rishu Kumari, 37, a mas-
ter trainer and natural
farmer from Jamanabad
village in Kangra district,
said she sold 10 quintals of
naturally grown wheat to a
government agency at 360
a kg compared with 322 a
kg in the local market ear-
lier. Ms. Kumari and other
women farmers now plan
to increase the area under
wheat cultivation.

Natural farming gains traction in Himachal

feaTae # urptas @t B e 78 € Sed

e The hill State’s flagship Prakritik Kheti Khushhal Kisan Yojana (PK3Y) and MSPs have
helped farmers to steadily shift away from chemical-based agriculture toward sustainable,

non-chemical practices.

UgTS! X4 & G AT " UIpiad

H Hag &1 gl

St

“The farmers are far
more independent now
with natural farming, as it
has reduced our depen-
dence on the market. We
can produce all inputs on
our farms,” she said.

The State government
has been promoting natu-
ral farming by introducing
a minimum support price
(MSP) for naturally grown
crops such as maize (%40 a
kg), wheat (60 a kg), and
raw turmeric (390 a kg) un-
der PK3Y.

“With the government
now supporting us through
MSP, it will build up a mar-
ket for such crops. Until
now, natural and chemical-
ly grown produce were
treated alike for pricing in
local mandis,” said Ra-
mesh Chand, a farmer
from Mandi district.

Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu said, “We
want people to take up nat-
ural farming as it is sustain-
able. It is not only healthy
for farmers, who often fell
ill due to chemical sprays,
but also environmentally
friendly and yields chemi-
cal-free, nutrition-rich
crops.”

FGRIBTA fHaT= AT (PK3Y)" SR gaw wada
T (MSP) 7 fami &1 IRmafe $ ¥ gera Tad 3R R-Imafae usfaal 1 3R sga

e Amid a national push for natural farming, farmers in Himachal Pradesh are gradually
adopting chemical-free agricultural practices. Supported by State policies aligned with
sustainable farming, the hill State is withessing a quiet transformation that seeks to balance
farmer welfare with environmental conservation.

rpfe @ 51 AR AP

TR R N8 & o9, fgAraa vewr & fooar 9R-¢R vama=-

o PV Tfaa) & 301 R § | Tad |t A IS 9 B Hfat S Jgan § 98 el I
P Bearur 3R TafaRor TReur & o Yge s aTell U Xid IRad o 8T 8|
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Sunil Kumar, 42, a farmer from Balakrupi village in Kangra district, expressed satisfaction
after receiving a payment of ¥2.25 lakh for 25 quintals of turmeric this year.

FITST orel & ArATH YT Ma & 42 T [ Frild PAR A 39 Iy 25 fhea gedt & forw
%2.25 ATE BT YA U A & 1G G e b

“Earlier, | used to sell naturally grown raw turmeric at %60 a kilogram locally. This time, the
State government procured it at ¥90 a kg,” he said.

I8 BT, “Uga & UTpfae U | IE TE H=it geat €60 Ufa fra Wi =0 3 S=rar o
39 IR 39 PR 1 39 290 Ul frent w@diar”

“Natural farming has not only improved soil and plant health on my farm, but has also
helped me reap better yields and profits than chemical-based farming,” he added.

I 3 FaT, “WTpfaee Jel 7 7 Haq A Tl o1 Y ok Nl & TRy & YURT 8, sfep
IS Welt BT a1 A g SUS SR ATY UTed FH=A § off Aeg S g1

Mr. Kumar shifted to non-chemical natural farming three years ago after receiving training
under the State government’s flagship PK3Y scheme.

ft FUR 7 T 76 Ugd 5T TRBR B G AT PK3Y & dgd URIE0N Ut A & 91
R-INmafe wepfae Wit o7 3R 3@ fean

Launched seven years ago, PK3Y promotes non-chemical farming practices. So far, 3.06
lakh farmers have been trained under the scheme, and 2.22 lakh farmers are practising it
partially or fully on 38,437 hectares across the State.

1A 9 Ugd TR= P TS PK3Y TIoHT RIS Gelt Bt qurail & Neiyd ol 81 31
& 3.06 ARG foraril &Y wiifé forar man 3, 9k 2.22 e 5 39 38,437 gaed” Yy
IR 3 a1 guf &0 § 30133 B

Over two lakh farmers are certified under CETARA-NF (Certified Evaluation Tool for
Agriculture Resource Analysis), a self-assessment tool devised under PK3Y to certify
natural farming practitioners.

3 AT W i@ fFaT CETARA-NF (@Y Jvame fazawor & forg g geaie
IUHIUN & dgd YA €, S Urpfae Weft @34 arat feam=i &1 yHiivrg @3 & faw pray
%WWWWE—WW%I

Rishu Kumari, 37, a master trainer and natural farmer from Jamanabad village in Kangra
district, said she sold 10 quintals of naturally grown wheat to a government agency at ¥60
a kg compared with €22 a kg in the local market earlier.

FTST T & THATEIG i P 37 T ARCR TR 3R WP fad A BY FHRY A H31 b
IGi- UTHTad U | 33 78 10 fihea Ag oI 260 ufd fFat & WHRT Toidt &1 o1, Safd
Ugd 30 MY SR # 222 ufa fa & S usan o1l

Ms. Kumari and other women farmers now plan to increase the area under wheat
cultivation.

IR FERY 3R 37 AR fru srd Ag Ft Wft & &F B TeM BT Ao a1 %1 7 |

“The farmers are far more independent now with natural farming, as it has reduced our
dependence on the market. We can produce all inputs on our farms,” she said.

321 BT, "Wl Qelt & 1Y fHg 31 Brwt srerf1aik 817U €, i 3899 g9Rl 9k
R fRar w0 g2 21 89 oo Wal f |ft siavgd 39Yc AR IR AHhd & 7

The State government has been promoting natural farming by introducing a minimum
support price (MSP) for naturally grown crops such as maize (%40 a kg), wheat (¥60 a kg),
and raw turmeric (Z90 a kg) under PK3Y.

o9 TRPR - UIpfad Wl &I UiciTigd d3- & 4 PK3Y & d8d Has (240 Uid fvan), g
(%GO%H;T@ 3R F=il gedt (290 ufa fora) ORf woa & for =gaw wwd= gea (Msp)
AL |

“With the government now supporting us through MSP, it will build up a market for such
crops. Until now, natural and chemically grown produce were treated alike for pricing in local
mandis,” said Ramesh Chand, a farmer from Mandi district.

TS o & forar TR g A FeT, “3d I IWHR MSP & HIHAH A FURT G0 H3 38 8,
1 78 O Bl & T Ue SeR dIR S| 3 96, UThidd SR IMAHS ©0 9 37s T8
IUS HI R G & A Ted R o= A1 71

Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said, “We want people to take up natural farming
as it is sustainable. It is not only healthy for farmers, who often fell ill due to chemical
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sprays, but also environmentally friendly and yields chemical-free, nutrition-rich crops.”

gt Rie Gog I $g1, 5 T1ea & 1 A Upfas Qelt 3101 i 8 wae
81 98 7 had fpami & fg Wreaad® ¢, & oW e W $ $RU SR usd 7
S TataRol & ggpd Ui § IR I-gad, Tiv® ddl °§ YRR Bad oal g l”

Abel laureate Masaki Kashiwara
changed how algebra meets analysis

i by Bevakeherngd i seprosontigsom theoey canmes
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Abel laureate Masaki
Kashiwara changed how
algebra meets analysis

Tad REHR faorar
HATH! HIMERT A
demfora ok fazauor &
e & % B 9ea

fear

e Masaki Kashiwara, the
Abel Prize laureate,
transformed the way algebra
and analysis intersect in
modern mathematics.

, T80 [REPR
fastan, = smyfe i o
oo 3R fazauor & IRER
Ty & TRl DI 9¢d fear!

e His big breakthrough in
representation theory came
about a decade after he proved
the Riemann-Hilbert
correspondence.

HaH-feead g & Rig

(representation theory) o

AUl ARTG ATHA 37|

e Although representation
theory belongs to mathematics,
it is very important to quantum
physics.
gy wfafAfta Rrgia mita 3
H&ifid g, Al ug ieH Hifaw!

¥ o 9ga Ae@yuf 8

e Physicists often use
representation theory to
describe the behaviour of
electrons and photons.

S{RIY
Ryzi 1 f et ot
BleHl & agR &1 quf B
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Masaki Kashiwara and the
Abel Prize
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In March this year, the Japanese mathematician Masaki Kashiwara found out over a Zoom
call that he had been awarded the Abel Prize, one of mathematics’ highest honours, for “his
fundamental contributions to algebraic analysis and representation theory.”

9 9 | §, SO A Wt SIRIGRT 61 U6 9f $id R I8 Udl 9] (& 35 gad
REPR I G a1 71 g, S 10rd & afe Tl & § U 5, “derfordta faxawor sk
whaffia fRigia # 39 Aifee e & )

Dr. Kashiwara had started developing parts of his Abel-winning work when he was 23 years
old. He is now 78.

ST, HRIART 7 30 Tad REBPR I T&d 1 & $© Wl IR 23 T4 $t g § S T
forar o7l g Hag 78 ad F T

At the time, enrolled as a postgraduate student at the University of Tokyo, he began working
with D-modules — a method allowing mathematicians to study systems of partial
differential equations using algebraic tools.

39 qHy, o 4 e fagfaemey o AdeiR 8 9, 354 31-aieged (D-modules) TR B
= a1 — g Ue dient § For iftras SiifRie srasa |Hie=ui (Partial Differential
Equations) ®T 3(e49- SIoRTOIT SUHRUT I HIEOH | B Gobd & |
These equations are commonly found across various scientific disciplines.

3 wHieRur fafira dgrfee &=t & sk R uTe 91d &

By 1980, Dr. Kashiwara had used his theory of D-modules to prove the Riemann-Hilbert
correspondence — one of 23 famous problems posed by the German mathematician

David Hilbert in 1900.

1980 T, ST. HIRNART A 30 St-ATeyd RISId HT SUIAN b JWM-Feae Sg=uan
(Riemann-Hilbert correspondence) ﬁmm—%mﬁqwﬁm%ﬁg%ﬁlﬁm 1900
T TR 23 RIS TH=re O 9 T o
Three of Hilbert’s problems remain unsolved to this day.
feac ot 9 IHRm ot 9 RISt gl
French mathematician Dr. Pierre Schapira, who has collaborated with Dr. Kashiwara for over
five decades, wrote in April this year that “Kashiwara could (even should) have won the
Fields Medal at the International Congress of Mathematicians in 1982.”

it Tforas ST, fraR =mfiRT, fSeia ST, SitarT & 91y ute g=iet § Sifis T a%
[edI fbun &, A 39 oy erfte H foran & “wrfiary o 1982 # siaRigia ey s &
Ticgd Asd e aifge 411

The Fields Medal, another prestigious mathematics prize, is only awarded to mathematicians
below the age of 40.

wiegd Asd, Sl T &1 T 3R UARd REBR 7, Had 3 1orasi &1 fear sirar g S 40 af
J B Mg & g 5

In 1982, the medal went to Alain Connes, William Thurston, and Shing-Tung Yau.

1982 ¥ I8 A 3+ ®i-, faferm 4, ik Rivt-gw a3 &' faar wa o)

Dr. Schapira speculated that Kashiwara did not win because “his work was too innovative
to be understood at that time.”

ST, MRT A STHM AT {6 HIRAGRT B [RBR To! (a1 difdh “SADT B 39 THY 9gd
3 T o1 For o= =11 o g1

Riemann-Hilbert Correspondence

Jar-feead sr=uan

Differential equations describe how one quantity changes with respect to another — for
instance, how a car’s speed changes with time.

3 WHIBRT (Differential Equations) dTd & fob Teb 1M g&<) AR & ey Y daadl @
— TR0 & 1Y, T BR B! I THY F 1Y H Fgart 8

Solving such equations helps determine whether the car is speeding up or slowing down
and by how much.

U GHiBRUT ) 56 BRI T T Ul IoraT ¢ fb SR awt 81 ¥at & a1 i, 3R foarn
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The Riemann-Hilbert correspondence concerns a special kind of differential equations
called linear partial differential equations.

Sur-fRead Sreuan Uw Ry YR & s/awa IHiexul § Wefid § forg Yt siifdres
AAH A JHIDHT (Linear Partial Differential Equations) Eb—sT\_rﬂFlT%I

Example: When baking a cake, heat spreads from the oven’s surface to the cake’s center at
different speeds; this can be described using a partial differential equation tracking
temperature change over time and space.

ICTERU: 51§ 3T B qb B @, dl G DI TH SET-HeT T § B P 3faR Had! §; 59
i1 Sradpe THIHRUT & T1ead J o faaT S Tabvdl § o THT SR T & AR
arqaT gfiad= &1 gxfar g1

Some solutions to equations are not well defined, such as y = 1/x being undefined at x = 0.
Such points are called singularities.

FS JHIGHRON & JATY JIUT 81 gld, S [ y = 1/x Td x = 0 g1 UH foigaft o faeremr fig
(Singularities) %8l ST g |

Following the solutions of partial differential equations around singularities leads to a
phenomenon called monodromy.

3R Sfadhel THIBRUN & FHILT! 1 faceior figsit & IRT SR TR A H A
(Monodromy) ATH® UHTT I Bidl 8

Analogy: Imagine a spiral staircase; each step represents a solvable point of the equation,
and the center is the singularity. After one complete turn, you don’t return to the same level
— this is monodromy.

ISTEXUT: U Tiud Wil (Spiral Staircase) & el HY; 8L g HIHRU & UH g i
fag &1 ufafAficd Rt § 8k g faarerorar 81 Ue WRT Iadh: @ & ae 31T I TR W 8t
died — gt WG 5

Hilbert wondered whether, given a singularity and its monodromy, one could reconstruct
the corresponding differential equation — this question formed the Riemann-Hilbert
problem.

feead 3 Tg vy Sor o afe g faaerorar sik Iuwt WiFg I & oy, o 3 g9 Teifta
aHA THIHU B I T IR THd § — a8t vy Su-feead aun wear g1

Peter Deligne, a Belgian mathematician, proved the Riemann-Hilbert correspondence in
1970.

Hiex Sfe, Te dfcsas & 1w, A 1970 & Sum-feead srpeuan & R foan

A decade later, Zoghman Mebkhout and Masaki Kashiwara independently extended the
proof to more general settings, with Kashiwara using his D-module theory.

U <P 1, WA AGEISC 3R AHIH] HIRAGRT 7 Wdd U 9 39 Ufd aE=
gfRfRufeal & fere Rig fova, oraw srfiarr 3 eow SY-wisge Rigia &1 SuahT faar|

‘A New Horizon’

T a7 féifasr

Dr. Masaki Kashiwara’s work was part of a larger project initiated by his advisor Mikio Sato,

a Japanese mathematician credited with launching the field of algebraic analysis in 1959.

ST, THT! BIRART &1 1 376 JAeHR MAfHa Trel gRI YE T T T 98 Wotdae &1
fewa ut, forg 1959 H derifordia fa=awor (Algebraic Analysis) & &5 &t JpaiTd &1 99 fear
ST g |

Algebra is the branch of mathematics that deals with variables (x, y) and their
relationships, while analysis provides a theoretical foundation for calculus.

g (Algebra) T &) 98 TRAT 8 S TR (x, y) 3R 3 o F Yaiferd g, safes
fazawuT (Analysis) @9 (Calculus) & folT Vgifde SMUR U™ HRaT g1

Among other things, analysts focus on how to solve differential equations, which describe
how one quantity changes with respect to another.

fazaye 39 91d W &F $fgd HRd § [ srama ISR (Differential Equations) &1 &
B foba STE, S 21 € o Uop A gt 9 & Wil Y seard g
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Even though differential equations are common in the sciences, they are very difficult to
solve.

T Sraere HHIHRT O # 31 , A I% 89 BT I HIS oIl o

Except for the simplest cases, no explicit formulae exist to solve most differential equations.
F3 JIY IR AT DI BISHR, HABT fahel THIGRUI Bl g HRA & [ BIg Y JT
(Explicit Formulae) :TEE'T%‘I

Sato’s algebraic analysis aimed to avoid solving individual differential equations
directly.

HIEt BT AT fIAwor AfRTd Sfadha GHIHRUN Bl W g HIA DI ATAID AT B
HHTE HRA BT YA T

Instead, he wanted to use the tools of algebra to study how certain partial differential
equations (PDEs) behave.

P oI, 3 T8 <1 18d 3 S o faQw Sfifkie srase THieRuT (PDES) $¥ dER
FRA €, TP AL & oy I Semfordia SuHui &1 IUTT HA1 91 3|

This approach helped mathematicians study all solutions of a system of PDEs rather than
just individual solutions.

39 =f¥pIur 3 IO B had afdaTd JHTH T8 afeds 3NifRIe sraed FHtwwon & o
JorTelt & T FHTUTT BT LA B T HeH 1T |

According to Arvind Nair of TIFR, Mumbai, moving analytical questions into algebraic
frameworks allows mathematicians to use powerful algebraic tools for studying PDEs.
3RfdE AR EAETHAR, Ya5) & IR, [9xawu & vyl & e e d d o= 9
m‘ﬁms%ﬁ PDEs & 37899+ & forT Rifaa=mell iSO SUHRoN &1 ITART 63 &1 SgAfd
Tddl 8|

Algebraic analysis also sought to bridge the two mathematical domains — algebra and
analysis — which were previously believed to be independent.

Horfordta fazewor 3 3 1ftrda &=t — domfora ik fazdwor — & v g T9M &1 T
frar, o1 U wad= AT ST ATl

As a result, researchers could solve problems from one domain using tools from the
other.

g%g—lweau,Eﬁﬂ¢d?®«‘ﬁﬁﬁw&ﬁﬁwaﬁ$wﬁmmﬂmwaﬂ
|

In a 2024 paper, Dr. Pierre Schapira, Kashiwara’s long-time collaborator, called this
advancement “a new horizon in mathematics.”

2024 H UHIRIT U ey B, ST, fraR wnfiRy, it wrfiart & dd 99a 3 weanh €, 3 39 wifa
DI «Tfora § T =1 faifosr Ferl

Dr. Kashiwara carried forward Sato’s dream when he began working on D-modules as a
student.

ST, BIRAERT = "Iel & JU HI 3T 91T, 9d 3514 13 ¥8d gU SI-HTSged (D-modules)
R B = bl

According to Dr. Schapira, Kashiwara’'s work on D-modules gave mathematicians “the tools
to treat general systems of linear partial differential equations” instead of one equation
at a time.

ST 2MART & SOR, S-ATsyed R HRAIRT & S/ 2 A & 98 “[H=g Q@ SHifkie
WWWW$WM'W%WW%W”WW,Ww-wWW
& |

Instead of solving one PDE in detail, D-modules allowed mathematicians to study how entire
classes of equations behaved under different conditions.

{3l T PDE &l fIdR A 50 B3 & Joi, SI-ATSYed - TGS & I8 THe- § Y& §=™1
o faft uftfRufaay & aefiewon 5t gft AT 39 sgagr o-d €1

In his work, Dr. Kashiwara recast the Riemann-Hilbert correspondence as a relationship
between D-modules and perverse sheaves — mathematical objects representing systems
of polynomial equation solutions (e.g., X2 + y2=0).

3 H A, 3. HRiaRT 7 Hur-feead Sl (Riemann-Hilbert Correspondence) Cal
@‘.’fﬁ@ﬁ 3R et 2w (Perverse Sheaves) — S qdgUc gt (Polynomial
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Equations) & JHIYTT P JUNTrd &Y ST § (G x2 + y2 = 0) — & &I Th Uy & &Y H
gAafv e faran)

e According to Dr. Nair, this can be seen as a “dictionary between two types of
mathematical objects.”
ST ARR & 3NN, SV “&l YBR B MO avgei & d19 U AP & T J g1 off
BE I

e In Hilbert’s version, the dictionary involved partial differential equations, their
singularities, and monodromies.
fReaé & TTHRul T I8 eI STRAF ahd THIBON, 370! faagrorarsi
(Singularities) 3R 'FﬂT-ﬁ'@'lﬁ (Monodromy) SECIEGRIN

o Dr. Kashiwara’s reformulation expanded the scope of the correspondence beyond
Hilbert’s original setting.
ST, IRATRT & TATa+ 7 39 SEUdl & ST (Scope) B fgeac i Jd TRHTNT § HTHL
3 a1 faan|

e According to Apoorva Khare, Associate Professor of Mathematics at 11ISc Bengaluru, “the
original problem was far more restricted than the one Kashiwara solved.”
3rgat @, T & ATEATSTE TG B THRITE TR, P IR el AT 984 3D
ity <ft, wrafe SiaRT A 58 F81 Siftre saus w9 d ga fean

Representation Theory

ufafafira Rigia

e About a decade after Dr. Kashiwara proved the Riemann-Hilbert correspondence, he
made another big breakthrough in representation theory.
7. SrfarT gRT SuH-fieed Ty Rig a7 & T o 91d a1e, S wfafaiftra Risia
(Representation Theory) H U& 3R S Johadl g1d 1|
e Though part of mathematics, representation theory is crucial in physics, especially
gquantum physics.
I8 gy a1 Rwan B, Afp g Wi, Qv eieH Hifdst & oicid Heayul 71
e Physicists use it as a language to describe the behaviour of electrons and photons.
ifed fAF T ITANT ST SR WielH S AYd BUI & AR & TS &1 YTl
& Y H Hd 5
e Representation theory expresses complex mathematical objects using simpler forms.
gfaffia Rigia wfea wftrda axgait &1 wva Ui § sJed axar g
e Example: Groups — sets describing all ways to change an object’s position (rotation, flipping,
movement).
JETERUT: §YE (Groups) — U THE SNt Tl axq &1 R Iga & it aien! (gamT, IaeHT,
RIFTARd BT BT S-id 3
e Each such transformation is called an element of the group.
T UAP TR B! HYg PT 3d9d (Element) HET SI1d g
e Groups are difficult to study because they contain too much information.
TG! BT ST HiS gidl § Fifh I8 agd MRIP AHBRI gIell 81
e Representation theory simplifies groups by converting them into matrices — grids of
numbers or symbols.
gfaffia Rigia I9g! & AT (Matrices) & Sa®R 38 WA ST § — A TeaAmai a1
PRIEACIRPER:]
e Each group element corresponds to a specific matrix.
A% YYE 3rayd Ue Ay Afewy ¥ dd @ar 2|
e This matrix-based idea applies to other mathematical objects too.
Ig Afee snutfva sr@emRon 37 1oRdg axgaif wR it arp 81t 31
e One key example is the quantum group, created in the 1980s by mathematicians and
physicists.
T YT 3TER0 HieH FHE (Quantum Group) 8, TSI 1980 F g=1& | Tioas 3R
iforeiaar A fawia forar ui
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e This is where Dr. Kashiwara made another significant contribution.

g IR ST HIRAERT 7 30T 3T Hedqul @IS B |

Moving on a Graph
T R Tfd

e |n 1990, Dr. Kashiwara invented crystal bases, a new way to represent quantum groups.
1990 ¥, BT. HTRIART A fh¥ed 39 (Crystal Bases) &1 AR b, S HicH THg! &I
I &1 Uas =11 aiaT ol

e George Lusztig of MIT independently discovered crystal bases at the same time.
MIT & Sitel gafedt 7 off It 90T W U 9 39T SfTShR |

e Consider a 2D graph with x- and y-axes. A point can be represented as a vector (arrow from
origin to that point).
TH Gl-3MATHY ITW (2D graph) o x 3R y 31éf 8, R U foig &) AR (Vector) & T &
SxITT o W1 § (SN g ¥ 39 foig d% ofa 8) |

e These vectors can be expressed as combinations of movements along axes.
37 9wl 7 reif & Ty il & TareH $ =0 H e fhar o ebll 2

o Example: To reach [5, 3], move 5 units on x-axis and 3 units on y-axis.
JCTERL: [0, 0] F [5, 3] I Ugd- & foTU x-31&f UR 5 FHIZAT MR y-31&f W 3 FHIZAT 9¢ |

e Mathematicians call these unit movements bases.
TR 34 U Tfadl dI SMTUTR (Bases) Fed gl

e According to Dr. Apoorva Khare, Kashiwara turned the basis of quantum groups into
graphs, creating a combinatorial tool that solved many representation theory problems.
31 3Yd TR & IR, HIRAART A HicH THEI & MUR St ITw1 A ufvafda fear, o
& iglsd IUHRUT (Combinatorial Tool) 591 oA ufafAftrea Rigia ot &3 wuwmsii &1
JHTYT foha|

e This made computations easier and gave deeper insights into quantum groups.
Y UMY SR §3 3R PicH JUg! @1 Ted! 9 U g5

e Dr. Nair (TIFR, Mumbai) said he uses Kashiwara’s Riemann-Hilbert formulation daily in
his work.
AATSCESR, I3 & SI. AR 3 Fel & 9 3 wrd § ufafe ewftart & fam-fewd
Rrgia &1 3uahT axa B

e Dr. Nair works on representation theory and algebraic geometry, which uses algebra to
solve geometric problems.

31, TR ufafAfiea Ragid Sk disia sarfifa (Algebraic Geometry) TR 1 &3 @, St
ST TRATel &1 g HRA & foTe SHTNd &1 JudNT HRcll g

e Dr. Kashiwara’s greatest contribution is building bridges between different mathematical
domains.

1. BTRNART &1 a9 Ie1 AeH fafird fvrdta &=t & dta ag a9 3|

e His D-module work connects differential equations, algebra, and topology (study of
spaces unchanged under deformations).

31 S1-HTegd (D-module) BT Sradd GHIHRON, ferforg iR rdtarel @ i &1
3T ot $& URTdH! I 8] dgad) B Sigdl g

e This allows using tools of one domain to solve problems in another — like Teflon coatings
used for low-oil cooking originally meant for aircraft.

I TP & & IUBRUT BT ST U &F BT TN BT 5 B | a1 S Thal § — A
%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬂ%ﬁmﬁnﬁﬁ,wﬁm%%ﬁmuﬁﬁ
HIH 35 |

e At 78, Dr. Kashiwara is still building bridges for mathematics.

78 a4 @t 3y H ot ST w1=faRT 7id & fow A fAufor v W@ 7l
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A mere four
mutations help
the naked mole
rat fix its DNA
and live longer
CSrsar =]

The Hindu Bureau

glaber) is a small, hairless rodent

native to East Africa, and famous
for living an astonishingly long time, up to
around 37 years, nearly 10x longer than
mammals of similar size. Scientists have
long suspected its remarkable longevity
comes from adaptations that keep its DNA
intact.

As we age, DNA damage accumulates in
our cells. Normally, cells repair these
breaks using several molecular pathways,
but errors or inefficiencies in repair make
genomes unstable and lead to ageing and
disease.

One molecule known to influence this
process is cyclic GMP-AMP synthase
(cGAS). In humans and mice, cGAS helps
detect foreign DNA, such as that from
viruses, and triggers immune responses.
However, it also suppresses one of the
body’s main DNA-repair systems, called
homologous recombination. As a result,
human cGAS can actually make cells
more prone to ageing and cancer.

Scientists have wondered whether,
during evolution, the naked mole rat
might have changed cGAS so that it no
longer interferes with DNA repair, or
maybe even helps it. A new study led by
researchers at Tongji University, and
recently published in Science, set out to
check this idea.

The researchers compared the cGAS
genes and proteins of naked mole rats
with those of humans and mice. They
used genetic engineering tools to switch
specific amino acids — the building blocks
of proteins — between species and
observe the effects on DNA repair. They
also performed experiments in cell
cultures, fruit flies, and mice to test how
these molecular changes affected genome
stability, cellular ageing, and lifespan.

T he naked mole rat (Heterocephalus
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1 the naked mole rat, evolution
ssentially flipped the role of
GAS, supporting the idea that
fficient DNA repair is one of the
1ain defences against ageing

Thus, the team found that in humans
1d mice, cGAS interferes with the
omologous recombination pathway;
owever, in naked mole rats, cGAS
1hances it. The reason lay in four amino
:id substitutions in cGAS’s structure,
hich allowed naked mole rat cGAS to
'main bound to DNA for longer after
amage occurred instead of being quickly
'moved. This binding prevented cGAS
om being tagged for destruction by a
rocess called ubiquitination.

Instead, naked mole rat cGAS brought
igether two repair proteins, called
ANCI and RAD50, to speed up
omologous recombination and help fix
NA breaks more efficiently. Cells with
lis modified cGAS showed fewer signs of
ress-induced aging.

When the scientists put the same four
nino acid changes into human cGAS, the
lolecule stopped harming DNA repair.

The discovery is remarkable for
10wing that longevity can evolve not
nly by improving helpful repair enzymes
ut also by weakening harmful regulators.
| the naked mole rat, evolution
ssentially ‘flipped’ the role of ¢GAS,
1pporting the long-standing idea that
ficient DNA repair is one of the main
efences against ageing.

“Our work provides a molecular basis
r how DNA repair is activated to
ntribute to the exceptional longevity
uring evolution in naked mole-rats,” the
'searchers wrote in their paper.

Independent experts have said that if
ientists can safely reproduce this effect

71 other species, including humans, it

»uld open new paths for age-related
'search and therapies. For example,
ledicines that adjust how cGAS interacts
ith DNA might help cells maintain
'nome integrity without compromising
le immune system.

A mere four
mutations help the
naked mole rat fix
its DNA and live
longer

Wawawha?h

&I YT
ﬁ@qmaﬂ%
3R 31t vy a6
Siifad Y8 | daq
HYd 8

Naked Mole Rat’s
Longevity and DNA
Repair Mechanism

I DY (Naked
Mole Rat) C|

IR SieAe Gur &=

e The naked
mole rat
(Heterocephalus
glaber) is a small,
hairless rodent native to
East Africa, and
famous for living an
astonishingly long time,
up to around 37 years,
nearly 10 times longer
than mammals of similar
size.

TIPSR
(Heterocephalus
glaber) Tdh Jrer, fomr
CINEISICEERS
3BT BT el fAardt
3R TG 37U AT 37
qul ab DI SydoTH
el 3mg ¥ o ufrg @,
S GHH PR &
TAAYTRAT | TIHT 10
T 3R B

e Scientists have
long suspected its
remarkable longevity
comes from adaptations
that keep its DNA
intact.

AT 9 I QT8
A 33 & [ 39!
e drafg 34
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e As we age, DNA damage accumulates in our cells. Normally, cells repair these breaks using
molecular pathways, but inefficiencies cause genome instability, leading to ageing and
disease.

SR-38 g9 ¢ BId €, 59 Sifrepraf # Free &ifer (DNA damage) Tbfd Bl STt 81
A, m@mﬂﬂﬁ(molecular pathways) F HTEOH W 3P B! |, Afp
amﬁ%wvxﬂﬁwaM(genome instability) 34 8l 8, ST gerd 3R dwrfeal
BT BRI 5|

e One molecule known to influence this process is cyclic GMP-AMP synthase (cGAS). In
humans and mice, cGAS detects foreign DNA (e.g., from viruses) and triggers immune
responses.

T U S 3 Ufeha1 &1 GHIfAd FHRT §, I8 © cyclic GMP-AMP synthase (CGAS) | s}
MR YR A, cGAs faeft S @R IRy Q) &1 Uar @ndr § iR ufavem ufafhar
(immune response) %W%I

e However, it also suppresses one of the main DNA-repair systems, called homologous
recombination (HR). As a result, human cGAS can make .
cells more prone to ageing and cancer.

gTdiifp, U8 IR & U@ SITAT GUR o1 | 4 T, ford
BN RBITRARM (HR) $8T ST 7, B garar i ]l
URUTRGR=Y, TG cGAS PIRIHI37 & ggTd 3R FER & ufa
3 FdgT=Nd a1 e 3|

e Scientists wondered whether the naked mole rat might have
evolved cGAS to help DNA repair instead of hindering it.

DT J Tg S Bt B Y b 1 7 BYER (naked et —
3|-qﬁ- -ﬁ)—q-l- e naked mole rat lives nearly 10x onger than
mEOIE raé);fl'{ﬁ' CGAS ﬁ%ﬂ;m (evﬁomtlon)%l %\_’h other mammals of similar size. TIM EVANSON
e A new study led by Tongjl University, published in Science, tested this hypothesis.
gﬂﬁﬁgqﬁmmm 3R Science URT & U1 T TU 0 3 28 RS
SIEKEIl

e The researchers compared cGAS genes and proteins of naked mole rats, humans, and
mice.

MywHdtsll 7 T Sgex, AT 3R @I & cGAS i 3R WA F1 a1 Bt

e Using genetic engineering, they switched specific amino acids between species and
observed the effects on DNA repair.

enaﬁﬁwaﬂ‘waaﬁ (genetic engineering) BT ITIIT HRb, G@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬂ@
wéﬂiﬁ (amino acids)WW—WWGﬁTmﬁWWWUWWﬁﬁW
I

o Experiments were performed in cell cultures, fruit flies, and mice to test how these
changes affected genome stability, cellular ageing, and lifespan.

2 3MUIfads URacH! & Si-H fRRar, IR gen 3R sigasa IR THId & s & o
Jqd Hear, Bd AfRTA] 3R g IR TANT fby MU |

e The team found that in humans and mice, cGAS interferes with homologous recombination,
but in naked mole rats, cGAS enhances it.

& 3 g for A iR gt A cGAS giueiTe R ifrm= o arer staar €, dfe a9
TPl I I8 IY Hoigd Bl @ (enhances)|

e The reason was four amino acid substitutions in cGAS’s structure, allowing it to bind DNA
longer after damage instead of being removed quickly.

SUHT HRUT AT cGAS B WA H IR HIAT 37 UFARITI (four amino acid
substitutions), ﬁlﬂﬁ%ﬁ aﬁ%wmﬁmwwwwﬁﬁ GFJ,TI'I%TE& CNIR}
9% o5 ug Xiear 9 ge W)

e This prevented cGAS from being tagged for destruction by ubiquitination.
I cGAS B! IRHTEAT (ubiquitination) Ufshar gRT fa=mer & ferg 291 fpe &R 3 At
RIgN

e Instead, naked mole rat cGAS brought together two repair proteins — FANCI and RAD50,
speeding up homologous recombination and fixing DNA breaks efficiently.
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3P TOI, T BPaR Bl cGAS Il ARFTd MM — FANCI 3R RADS50 &1 Iy @, forasy
TN RPIFRE a g 3R e gt ot aRed $ifie S=raar 9 g3 |
Cells with this modified cGAS showed fewer signs of stress-induced ageing.

3T RN cGAS aTelt HIRIH131 & a-19-Uivd geTd & &1 Hdbd o9

When scientists inserted the same four amino acid changes into human cGAS, it stopped
harming DNA repair.

S IRIe! 7 81 AR T 3 uiaed= "I9d cGAS H STd, T 98 ST JuUR B
BT UgdIHl d¢ HRY feam

This discovery shows that longevity can evolve not just by improving repair enzymes but
also by weakening harmful regulators.

I8 @ <2l & fb EHafg (longevity) &1 fdeTa Fae ARwd Teirgdl # gUR 3 81 81, sfep
BIN®R® A (regulators) 1 HHSIR & J 1 81 o B

In the naked mole rat, evolution “flipped’ the role of cGAS, supporting the idea that efficient
DNA repair is a key defence against ageing.

T SR H, faB (evolution) 7 cGAS @ YfHiewT o1 ‘Iae faam, o e foar gafda ger
o pra STAT IRAd gord & fIos TH T T4 yome 2|

Researchers wrote: “Our work provides a molecular basis for how DNA repair activation
contributes to exceptional longevity during evolution in naked mole-rats.”

Mymdial 3 ferar: “guRT &1 T8 MUIfa® MYR (molecular basis) UG BT g b H4
??rq%rq GYR BT AHAUT (DNA repair activation) 79 S@el H TR0 drafg & gieH
%‘I’ |H

Experts say reproducing this effect in humans or other species could open new
therapeutic paths for age-related diseases.

faRIv &1 He1 @ 1 afe S0 UuTa & et a1 3 usiTfad & gH: 397 fovar o 9, df 78
IY-Geeh Al & fore au Rifeefia IR (therapeutic paths) Td T&dT g

For example, medicines that adjust how cGAS interacts with DNA might help maintain
genome integrity without compromising the immune system.

IeTeRl & forg, Ueft gaTd ot cGAS 3R St #t yre® fira &t Frifa st € 3
S B 3RISdT (genome integrity) ST WA H Heg B bl o, fo1 Ul 9
(immune system) ﬁqﬂ-ﬂﬁﬁml
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Great Nicobar revives the issue of nature’s legal rights

faS it Envimament ]

rom an ecological point of view, the
F Andarman and Nicobar Eslands can be

casily rated as one of the world’s most
major biological diversity hotspots, acting as a
global carbon reservair and clismate regukator,
Unfortunately, the development trajectory of the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands has been largely
influenced by mainland ndia which has often
been far removed from the needs of an island
ecology. The issue in focus now is the
Government of India’s multi-crore mega-plan for
the Great Nicobar Island — the construction of a
power plant, township, transshipment port and
alrport, which will also affect 3,000 hectares of
pristine forests,

Essential judicial precedent

A landmark judgment relating to the issue of
diversion of forests that could come to the rescue
of the Great Nicobar Iskand is the Niyamgiri Hills
case, pursuant to the Scheduled Tribes and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act, 2006,

Tn Its 2013 judgment, in Orissa Mining
Corporation Ltd. vs Ministry Of Environment &
Forest and Ors., the Supreme Court of India
addressed the concerns of the Dongoria Kondh
tribe who resisted plans for bauxite mining in the
sacred Niyamgiri Hills of Odisha. Following
protests by the tribes in the region against mining
which threatened their culture, religion and
environment, the Court ordered a referendum in
the affected gram sabhas, which unanimously
voted agzinst the project. The Court upheld the
competence of the gram sabha to safeguard and
preserve the traditions of the community, their
cultural identity, community resources and
community modes of dispute resolution,

In light of this judgment, the pertinent
questions with respect to the proposed project on
the Great Nicobar Island include whether the
Tribal Council of Little and Great Nicobar has
been allowed to exercise its competence in
certifying the settlement of forest rights under

Anwar Sadat

teaches international
environmental law at
the indian Sodiety of
International Law,
Neww Delhi

There are

examples in the

legal world that
er guidance

on e

protection of

territories

and

natural

resources

the Forest Rights Act before the decision to divert
forest land. A report in this daily, “Forest rights of
tribal people were not settled for Nicobar project:
council™ (August 23, 2025), has highlighted how
the Tribal Council had said that the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands Administration had made a false
representation to the Centre by clalming that
rights of the tribal people under the Forest Righes
Act had been identified and settled before
diverting the required forest land for the project.

Granting rights to nature in India

What is being witnessed in the Great Nicobar is
not new but one more example of how big
multipurpose progects are on track to be planned
disasters. The examyples are muany - from Tehrl in
the north to Koel Karo in the east to Sardar
Sarovar in the west. To respond to a consistent
failure of environmental law in protecting
ecology, several countries (Bolivia, Colombia,
Ecuador and New Zealand) have adopted a new
legal approach called ‘earth jurisprudence’ or
“rights of nature” which grants rights 1o
non-human natural entities (rivers, forests,
mountains, and various ecosystems), recognising
them as subjects of rights holders.

This approach drew inspiration from an
influential article written by Christopher Stone In
1972 - *Should Trees Have Standing? - Toward
Legal Rights For Natural Objects’. He angued that
the current approach did not consider damages
to the environment, but only
environment-related damages to humans in
granting relief.

Second, such relief did not go to the natural
entity but only to affected human belngs. He sald
that making natural entities as right holders, by
vesting them with begal standing in court and
making them the direct beneficiaries of legal
redress, would improve the environment. But the
question arises whether natural entities, like
human adults, be beld legally responsible and
exercise Jegal competences by entering into
contracts or whether they can sue and be sued by

Great Nicobar revives the issue of nature’s legal rights

U PR yopfa & ST USRI & qe, H GAeiad H3dl 8

Great Nicobar Island Development Plan

Je FAPIeR v faem™ gerEr

e From an ecological point of view, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands are one of the
world’s major biological diversity hotspots, acting as a global carbon reservoir and

climate regulator.

@I A, sisHr R PR flughar &

an aggrieved party. Stone suggested the creation
of a guardianship body which could initiate legal
action and also collect funds to preserve and
restore its concition.

The grouncdbreaking turm towards recognising
the rights of natural entities happened in India in
2017 when the Uttarakhand High Court granted
legal personhood 1o the Ganges and Yamuna
rivers, as well as the Gangotri and Yamunotri
glaciers. The judgment, in Mohd. Salim vs State of
Untarakhand and Others, conferred these entities
with rights and obligations but only through a
designated person. Although the Supreme Court
stayed the ruling of the High Court, some of the
elements in the High Court judgment, especially
the idea of conferring guardianship
responsibilities on behalf of those natural entities,
could be a signpaost for designing begal
personhood.

The case in Colombia as guidance

Pushing the boundary of the Forest Rights Act
further to incorporate the idea of granting legal
persanhood is one such option. Stll, the idea of
granting legal personhood to natural entities will
require the building of greater clarity on the
specific legal rights and the responsibility of
Individuals charged with upholding them. An
in-depth study of important normative guestions
such as how to define rights bearing nature, what
rights to recognise, who can speak for nature,
and whether someone should be responsible for
protecting nature, s required.

In finding answers to these normative
questions, there is guidance from Colombia's
Atrato River case (2016), which recognised
bio-cultural rights ~ a reference to the right of
ethnic communities to autonomously administer
and protect their territories as well as the natural
resources that constitute thedr habitat. The
formation of a commission of guardians requires
the inclusion of representatives from the
indigenous people facing the destruction of their
habitat,

T W9 fafyuar slewica & 9

TS &, S A ST YeR SR Saarg fFisd & 0 8 &1 7d g

e The development trajectory of the islands has been largely influenced by mainland India,
often removed from the needs of an island ecology.
2ot @ fas am T U @ geryfi URd I yuTfad I8t €, S SRR gia urifRufast &t
Sraadharsit F g3 ! ¢

e Current focus is on the Government of India’s multi-crore mega-plan for Great Nicobar
Island — construction of a power plant, township, transshipment port, and airport,
affecting 13,000 hectares of pristine forests.

o o i

? YR PR B 95-F 58 Bt A GIoHT R I FHPplar §iu & g —

TR Wie, TSR, gfRigde Tid 3R gars 3rgT &1 T, St 13,000 FFRUR UTHA SHTal

&I JHIfad B

Essential Judicial Precedent

Heayul aTR® IGIe T
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e Alandmark judgment that could help Great Nicobar is the Niyamgiri Hills case under the
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights)
Act, 2006.

e Teayu f0fg 5t e FPIaR 3 T &2 godl ¢ 8 ¢ Framfd R &9, srafa
SHeItaal 3R 3T URUN® a-aTRal (@4 fUsRI @t 7= sifuferaw, 2006 & dgdl

e Inits 2013 judgment, in Orissa Mining Corporation Ltd. vs Ministry of Environment &
Forest, the Supreme Court addressed concerns of the Dongoria Kondh tribe resisting
bauxite mining in the sacred Niyamgiri Hills of Odisha.

30 2013 & fAofa &, sfife=m wrgf~r Hrukwm fafies s9m yatarvr vd o9 wares,
U DI A SIMRAT Hie et o1 arsft o daited faan, S ife=m & ufds framfi
foew & diqurse @4 & fRaars i

o Following tribal protests threatening their culture, religion, and environment, the Court
ordered a referendum in affected gram sabhas, which unanimously voted against the
project.

% Fipias, ufife ik wafavoiia sifreRY ! W1 ugam are s faRie} & g,
ST A THTTId ITH TS § S9d TIE FT 31T e, oo adawd ¥ u | ufvdien &
e qie foar

e The Court upheld the competence of gram sabha to safeguard traditions, cultural
identity, community resources, and dispute resolution modes.

ST 1 UTH TUT BT &l B ST T 5 3 TRURTSA, Hivp A gga, Areriie
TaTeET N faare wHT™ & At BT & IR 9 |

e Pertinent questions for the Great Nicobar project include whether the Tribal Council of
Little and Great Nicobar was allowed to exercise competence in certifying forest rights
under the Forest Rights Act before diverting forest land.

U frpaR uf¥aer & o meaygul vy § fos @ fafea ok Je fAelaR & cgaa sef@
DI T ATUBRI BT YHTUM B DI &HAT DT YA B DI 3AM &l T8 A, a9 Yfr geu= ¥
Ugd a9 e R ifefraw & dgd|

e Areport in this daily, “Forest rights of tribal people were not settled for Nicobar project:
council” (August 23, 2025), highlighted that the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
Administration had misrepresented to the Centre, claiming tribal rights under Forest
Rights Act were settled before diverting forest land for the project.

29 ¢f 1% TaER & Ruld, “Fear aRaemr & R seerda @ & a1 aferR T8l
AT T HTIRIE” (23 AT, 2025), 7 IR a1 f siswr iR fAedlear v u=maa 3
F% & Ted ugfa < ff, T8 grar R U o uRaie T & fow a7 Yfi gsu § ugd 9 Sifie R
Sftfraw & aga sFedig SfUeR T fee ST ge 31

Granting Rights to Nature in India
YRd

e What is happening in Great Nicobar is another example of big multipurpose projects
becoming planned disasters, similar to Tehri, Koel Karo, and Sardar Sarovar.

Je FPIaR 3 S 81 6T 2 98 T 3R AR £ [ 5 93 TREETY SRR
TG TGS T gead ol 2, 9 fb g8, PIged R 3R WWGR TR |

e To address failures of environmental law, countries like Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, and
New Zealand adopted ‘earth jurisprudence’ or ‘rights of nature’, granting rights to non-
human natural entities (rivers, forests, mountains, ecosystems)

P F RIGadIaf o T o2 F R, Srehfaar, e, gerei siv
qrxﬁﬁza@ré?ﬁﬁ Y FRAYSH AT ‘UPfd & ARBR’ 3UAN, N IR-ATT UIpfas
Tryreif (Afeat, sira, udd, nikfRufaet o) &) SifieR UeM #Rd g

e This approach was inspired by Christopher Stone’s 1972 article, ‘Should Trees Have
Standing? — Toward Legal Rights For Natural Objects’, which argued that law only
addressed human-related environmental damages and not damages to the environment
itself.

g TPHI0T foheIw W & 1972 & &9 ¥ URd T, ‘Should Trees Have Standing? —
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Toward Legal Rights For Natural Objects’, for e g ad foar ma fop CaGGl &Had HIG-
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Stone suggested natural entities as right holders, legal standing in court, and direct
beneficiaries of legal redress, but raised questions about their legal responsibility and
ability to enter contracts or sue/be sued.

T A ga o o urepfaeds wwiteii ) IRPR YRS §11 ST, Srgrard! ST fRufa <t

T, SR ST STAR & W arurtt s=man S, afes g wara Ser i &1 3% ST

gﬁmawm%mwawmm%mwmm%w@am
I

He proposed creating a guardianship body to initiate legal action and collect funds to

preserve and restore natural entities.

I TP W&P BT S H1 TRATd IG1, Sl BT HRATS I HR A& AR THfad
TRITSN Bt G 3R TARITTAT & I o 3HgT H A |

In India, 2017, the Uttarakhand High Court granted legal personhood to the Ganges and
Yamunarivers, and the Gangotri and Yamunotri glaciers in Mohd. Salim vs State of
Uttarakhand and Others.

YRA #, 2017 & IRIGS FoF AT A T 3R g1 Ay, iR 7wt ok gt
TARMRY & ST Afdicd UeH a1, Mohd. Salim F9TH SRS W4 3NR 39 AN H|

These entities were given rights and obligations only through a designated person, and
although the Supreme Court stayed the ruling, guardianship responsibilities in the
judgment could guide legal personhood design.

= JR13fl ®f Sfrp R 3R e o R safed & Arem ¥ faw Ty, SR Terft gfia +1é
7 fFvfg R =A@, ok & wReor frierial St safaaa fEemg & fou anfexie &)
Tl B

Extending the Forest Rights Act to include legal personhood for natural entities is an option
but requires clarity on specific rights and responsibilities of individuals upholding them.

o TP AfAFraH &1 IR B UTpTa® WRATSHT B S fericd o1 T fddbed 8,
<feh 39 fore faRRe sifterY oik 3% WRidm T aret safdaal @1 fomaral w @
TS g

An in-depth study is required on defining rights-bearing nature, what rights to
recognise, who speaks for nature, and responsibility for protection.

S oY TTET T SIS ¢ b SAFUBR YRS Upfa B F& v favar sie, w19
gaﬁwmmﬁ,aﬁﬂmaﬁaﬁ?mm%,aﬁ?m&naﬂﬁﬁwmﬁ
|

Guidance can be drawn from Colombia’s Atrato River case (2016), which recognised bio-
cultural rights — the right of ethnic communities to manage and protect territories and
natural resources.

Prafaar & SETA At B (2016) I o1 ST GHd1 8, o SAa-Tivpla® el
wﬁ—ammmﬁm%ﬁmwﬁmwwaﬁ?mw
&1 PR |

Formation of a guardians commission should include representatives from indigenous
people facing habitat destruction.

TREP ST &1 13- ga FHariaal & ufafaftr &1 nfira s @iy, S erae Smard &
faAT=T &1 AT BRI B
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The am0unt Of Sugar The amount of sugar exported by India in

2024-25

exported by India in 2024-25 % YR gR1 Frafa &Y 1€ 9 &t e
2024-25 e 7.75 lakh tonnes. India is estimated to have

exported 7.75 lakh tonnes of sugar in the marketing
season that ended September, AISTA said, urging
lakh tonnes. India is the government to announce an early export quota for

estimated to have the new season.

exported 7.75 lakh 775 T AISTA F ITER, AT &7
tonnes of sugar in the marketing season %ﬁﬁﬁw ﬁ%qm:[ W;@Z[?h?m)a Eﬂ:ﬁwﬁl :rql fid

that ended September, AISTA said, urging 1 3 e e e e e e T ol

the government to announce an early
export quota for the new season. e
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM
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Behind the hum of kitchens, chatter of tea stalls, and the calm of ordinary streets, tiny SIM
boxes blink in silent rhythm, channeling international calls and powering ‘digital arrest’ scams
that drain crores from victims across India.

IS B goIdd, a1 B gHFI B FTadid, SR AR TSHh! &1 Wifa & Uiey, B R afeq i
o9 § I9Fd §, 3 HId B! I BRA & 3R FSed IRERY dRarest &) =erd € o ©©
YR § NS A BRrsl & Hor a1 21

Lavpreet Kaur peels back the curtain on how lax telecom checks, fragile banking systems
and clever criminal networks transform everyday spaces into nerve centres of high-tech
deception.

AW PR FaKdl § o 9 I ChBIH 9d, HHSR ST Riked SR aATeld SORTY Aedd
AorRT B ST B I-dbeh GIETyS! b 4 Hed § gad ad g

In a narrow lane of Hyderabad’s Haz Baba Nagar, a modest home hummed with sounds that
betrayed nothing unusual — a pressure cooker’s whistle, a child’s laughter, the clatter of steel
plates.

BERIEIG & BT AT TR &1 TH Yh<! Tt §, Th YR R & Tt srraret off o o sramrg
P Hobd el aat I — UIR Fax DI I, 9 b g4l, Wid Wil bl Wb |

But above the everyday chaos, a small device tucked quietly on a kitchen shelf blinked in
coded rhythm.

Ao JASTHRT BT gad &b SR, IGIS P Aeth TR JUdTd 61 Uh Bicl f$arga diss aa &
YHD gl UT|

It wasn’t a Wi-Fi router, though it looked like one. Inside its sleek, rectangular shell, hundreds
of calls were being routed from Cambodia to unsuspecting victims across India.

Ig qTS-WBTs XSeR g o, TIefifcs I VT faadl Ul 39 faa, SAdiaR Wi & 3R, Jhe!
Pied paIfSar I W HRA H 3o WISl a woht o et |

In this unremarkable two-storey house in south Hyderabad, a global cybercrime syndicate
had found an unlikely headquarters.

SRI0T }eRT1E b 3T YR <1-AfTel R H, U Iy Ager Rty Rifdde 3 ta 3rjvg
gBITey @i ferm T

For weeks, the kitchen doubled as a command post.

el dF, I8 IS Th HHTS N & =0 H H1H Hd! @1

As the family stirred curries and packed lunchboxes below, 28-year-old Hidayatullah climbed
up to the shelf on cue from his overseas handler, swapping SIM cards, checking the power
connection and resetting the device.

o gRaR 2 F e 81 U1 3R daaray U o 8T U, 28 avlg fReragears srom fagw
R e & TN W A R d¢l, T F18 Tad g1 U1, UTaR HaRM I B 8T AT 3R
fSargy e o @1 Ul

To his neighbours, he seemed like any other young man; often home, moving around in track
pants and a loose T-shirt, rarely stepping out except to collect food deliveries.

30 USIRE & a8 farddt 3= gar gow oiT T; SRR W W, ¢ Ue 3R Seft &-2rd & g
gU, ARG g1 i areR Adverdn, Rar we fedfiadt o4 &1
To his family, he was simply between jobs.

3 URaR & forw, 98 99 Aieial & &g ol

They had no reason to suspect that their kitchen had turned into a nerve centre of a multi-
crore criminal enterprise.

31 U Ug TG B DI PIg HRUI 8l U7 fh 3! IS Uh T5-PRIS D AURTY IeH FT
4 Yex 7 71 At

That illusion shattered when the police came knocking on September 11.

Tg YA d9 ¢ AT o e 11 RydaR &1 g 37 S|

Investigators say Hidayatullah had reassured his ageing parents, his brother, sister-in-law and
young nephew that he had “finally found work where he could mint loads of money”.

S dist BT Hg § [ Remgears 3 3o gg Arar-far, g, wmdt ok gie udio &1 amaa
fara o5 ST SnfReR T ®1v Wit feram § STat 98 9gd IRT U1 HHT JohlT B |

He warned them not to question him about his work or the device, even threatening to end
his life if they did.
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I I8 g ot fob 3 ISP H1H 1 fEargy & TR | Fard 7 &Y, 3R 3R fHar aY o= §H
NEEARIECARKAT

For months, the family continued with their routine, unaware that their home was a hub
connecting scammers in Cambodia to victims across Telangana and beyond.

el d, uRaR st faaaf & @ X@T, I8 unaware foF 3@ TR Haifear & WY & R
AT 3R I M & RS T Sis 9Tl g9 & 77 T

Hidayatullah’s path to crime wasn’t deliberate; it was desperate.

fRarIgeaTg H1 SIURTY T AT THIHHR el oT; Tg a1t J T

Once a car dealer, he had watched his life unravel in quick succession: first losing money to
addiction, then to a fraudulent investment scheme that wiped out over %16 lakh.

% §R $R IR GH & A1d, I o9 fob IUPT Sia doil o foaR 7aT: ugd 1=t § O 3T,
R T eaTyS arell faT i d 216 A9 ¥ S &1 JH gofl|

Cornered and hopeless, he turned to the same friend who had lured him into the investment
fraud.

B H 3R R, I I aRd F 3R T forar oA I 9wy eikanerst | taman o

This time, the friend introduced him to a woman named Venisa, based in Cambodia, who
promised a way to recover his losses.

Y 9R, 39 QI A 39 Datsar H 1uid T Afga a-ar 9 fHear, o s b o
YRUTS &1 T dTal b

Her instructions were simple, but sinister: install a SIM box at home, connect it to
broadband and feed it with SIM cards.

3P e W, Al AT 3 TR R R ST $Ta $3, T T84S Y Hae DY 3R
R w19 |

Each call it handled would be part of a sophisticated network that blurred international
routes, spoofed caller IDs and allowed fraudsters to pose as government officials.

TR picl [ g JHTCHT, Ueb URSHd edch BT feedl BRI il SFARRTETT |IT 1 SRUY L,
PIAR STgel DI URAT St 3R SRIATT DY WRBRT ARG & =0 T UL g BT AT et |
Hidayatullah would be paid for traffic, each blink of the device translating into profit.
fearrgearg &1 ¢ftpe o forg YA fosan S, fEarsy &t ude us! &1 @ty & uRafid
fova e |

Keeping the machine alive required hundreds of SIM cards, and that’'s where his network
came in.

TR ) Shfad Tan & foe A el M 189 &1 savadsdr o, 3R ag) 1g ot Sgt 3T
Yead 3|

Apart from him, police arrested two others, both authorised point-of-sale (POS) agents for
Vodafone and BSNL.

IS 3aTaT, IR A &1 SR ATl &bt FIRTIR o, <t g arsTwiA iR fee-ea & sifigd
UTge-3{TH-Jd (POS) Tole |

One of them, just 24, ran a small tea-and-samosa stall from a rented room in the same colony
and another counter near the Mahatma Gandhi Bus Station in Imlibun, south Hyderabad.

378 T TP, Had 24 T4 &1, I HidH! P TP BT & B Y U Siel I--ArHT Tid gdrdl
T 3R T 3R DT HETHT e a9 R, SHENGH, fa0T Ie1aTe & Ui

The stall, investigators say, was a cover — a way to appear like an ordinary vendor while
secretly supplying SIM cards in bulk to keep the operation running.

T, s dial &1 Bl 3, U 31 U1 — U U1 alioe! R a8 WA= fagsan ferars e
e T T 4 R\ $189 S Uid 3MYfd B Fa1a- I gamd @dl|

By the time police swooped in, they had uncovered over 500 SIM cards, with 80 plugged into
the device and another 100 kept in reserve for future use.

O d gferd 1S, I8 500 J 31 R 189 &1 udt o, foFH 9 8o feaga A 2
3R 3T 100 HiI® & Iugh & forg feord & 7@ Tw 2|

The criminal operation continued for seven months — from February to September 2025 —
until it was finally brought to an end with the full scale still being assessed.

SURTEf} TTe AT Ao dob el — BRax] d RideR 2025 T — Sfd db 39 Sicld: JHIG ol
foram T ofR Ot < st oft srer & arefiF <t
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A burgeoning scam

TS ol g3 Uiaryd

What happened in his kitchen was no anomaly; it was a small node in a vast and rapidly
growing web of digital deception.

N FE IUD! IS A §HT, ¢ BIg ST °eAT gl ff; I8 U BIC A1 o1 T fa=ma 3R aoit
¥ Jea feforea urarugt ot o F|

SIM boxes, or compact devices capable of masking international calls as local ones, have
quietly become the weapon of choice for cybercrime syndicates behind the booming ‘digital
arrest’ scam.

Ry s, o witae fEarey o SARRTETT P & RIFT Hid & w9 gur & 9am €,
U Fe g3 fSfored IRTRY dRaryet & fies & argar rRTy Rif$dhe & forw wdiar
FRRR T U

In less than two months, Telangana Police, working with the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) dismantled two such networks.

& TeH 9 ot 1 9 J, ae T g, et | faUTT (Do T) & W1y &H axd gU, WA Gl
Acqeh B! T FR T

The numbers reveal the scale of the menace. So far in 2025, 898 people across Telangana
have fallen prey to these scams, collectively losing ¥55.7 crore, according to data from the
Telangana Cyber Security Bureau (TGCSB).

TBATE 39 WA & A DI e Il ¢ | 2025 F 3F b, daTTHT HR H 898 TN 37 @IS BT
RIHR 8 9% §, 3R Fd AR 255. 7@3@3@1?@%% AT ATgER R st
(TGCSB) & 3fidhe! & AR

During the same period, the State has reported 62,345 financial fraud cases, with losses
soaring past %1,042.56 crore.

=3t fafr &, I 7 62,345 fadi dRargSt & HHd gof fHU €, foH JH 21,042.56 #R18 I
i gl T

Some 300 kilometres away, in Jannaram of Mancherial district, Telangana, investigators
stumbled upon a near-identical set-up — this time inside a cramped, rented room with peeling
blue walls and a bare stone floor.

TTHT 300 fhaier @R, T TAfvaa ford & FTaR™, ToTH1 8, Siadhdisf & TRy J60H Je-

%Mﬁw—sﬂaﬂwaﬂ, PRI & M F 3/ex, Tl et AR IW@S Tw! off 3R S TR
I

On a thin mat lay five SIM boxes, their tiny lights blinking in mechanical rhythm.

TS Udall 9ers IR uid R aied 39 3, foHe! BT A3 3= 31 aRE 319 6! A

A modem and inverter kept the system alive during power cuts, while a whirring air-

conditioner prevented the devices from overheating as they pushed through hundreds of calls

daily.

T HISH 3R a9 faoiclt Beldt & SR Ried &1 91e I 3, Safds gHaT goi TR-

SR IUDRUN HI TH B F AT UT Hifeh J AT Jb Sl pbidt HRd U

At first glance it looked like nothlng more than an improvised workspace.

q_E:'?ﬁ -I\)R , dg ©dd Udh dl@blldcb Wmm YTl

The men behind it — an unemployed diploma holder, a farmer, a labourer and his younger

brother — seemed as ordinary as their surroundings.

TP U1 & T3W — Th SRISHIR ST YRS, Teh Hm, Teh HogR 3R IUHT BleT HIs —

31U MTUTY 1 ARG BT YR 1 I8 Y|

But in just two months, they had routed calls that triggered 14 digital arrest scams across

India — 11 in Telangana and one each in Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu — siphoning

off at least 1.6 crore.

AferT Had & 7T H, S8 Bid ¢ B off I¥ YR H 14 fSfoied IRwaRT arareSt &1 afea

PR & — AT H 11 3R feht, IR UG SR afferg § Uh-Tdh — 3R &H 9 3 21.6

s Fora faul

Their operation was eerily disciplined.

Jh] AT 3folld aRE o SRIMNRIT AT
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Working between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., they mirrored government office hours, giving their
deception a veneer of legitimacy.

gSE 10 IO Y XM 5 ol P DHIH A U, 3617 BRI ST &b T I Ucifsifad b,
SO It URATYS Y YT BT TIRT e

Each call they routed impersonated a law enforcement officer, scaring victims into
transferring their life savings.

D! YASH HId A T DI Uda=T SFUBRY 71 S foman, TSt o1 37! St R o
I TR HRA o fo1T S|
When investigators combed through the space, they found the operation’s real backbone —

230 SIM cards from Jio, Airtel and Vodafone Idea networks, illegally sourced from multiple
locations, including Parvathipuram in Andhra Pradesh.

S Saddisdl 4 g & ofid B, Al I6i- Aara o Sa Jg Uls — 230 Rm w184 forat,
TR 3R ATSTHI 3MTsfEar Aead T, o s M ¥ 39y =0 I U fpu MY
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